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Buying, selling or renting 
property in France? 

Let us help you 
reach your destination. 

Save time and money by sending your international 
money transfers the easy way and benefit from: 



>/ Consistent bank beating exchange rates online or over the phone. 
>/ Move money, pay people and settle bills within seconds. 

>/ Make and track payments 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
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Make your dream a reality 


here’s nothing quite as satisfying as taking 
on a project and seeing it through to 
completion, particularly when it’s a long- 
held dream. This is especially the case 
when when it comes to taking on a property 
renovation project, which is why we’ve made this 
issue a renovation special. 

Our interview with builder Matthew Chalk 
brings you expert advice on key aspects of the 
renovation process (page 34), and we also hear 
from expats who share their first-hand 
experience (page 41). Our tax expert outlines 
the benefits of energy efficiency when it 
comes to carrying out building work (page 66), 
while in our language section, we take a look at 
the practical vocab needed to get to grips with 
the technicalities (page 84). And, when it comes 
to putting the finishing touches to your project, 
our A La Maison section (page 51) and inspiration 
pinboard (page 106) will provide food for thought. 


I hope you enjoy this issue. If you’d like to let us 
know what you think, join us on Twitter 
(@LivingFrance) and Facebook (www.facebook. 
com/livingfrancemagazine), or write to us at the 
address overleaf. 

Have a wondeiful autumn, 



Eve Middleton, Editor 



Finally, this is my 
last issue as Editor 
- I’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed hearing 
your stories and 
receiving your 
feedback, and do 
hope that the magazine continues to inspire 
and inform, whether you find yourself at the 
dream or the reality stage of your new life 
across the Channel. 


KEEP IN TOUCH 
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We also publish... 

FRANCE Magazine is Britain's 
biggest-selling magazine 
about France. Published 
monthly, it is available in 
newsagents for £3.99 
and on subscription. 
www.compietefrance.com 

French Property News is 
the complete authority on 
French property. Published 
monthly, it is available in 
newsagents for £3.99 
and on subscription. 
www.compietefrance.com 
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and employs around 1,800 people. 


Living France is part of Archant Community Media Limited, which is active in the fields of newspaper and 
magazine publishing, contract printing and internet communications. The company's portfolio includes 
four daily newspapers, 85 weekly papers, around 80 monthly consumer, contract and regional magazines 
and over 130 websites. 

Archant Community Media Limited is the UK's largest independently owned regional media business 


Archant Community Media Ltd, Prospect House, Rouen Road, Norwich, NRl IRE 
Tel: 01603 62831 1 www.archant.co.uk 
Copyright © Living France Magazine 


Living France and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code of Practice. If you have a complaint which can't be 
resolved by Living France editor Eve Middleton (eve.middleton@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards Organisation, 
c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, ECl 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be 
found at www.ipso.co.uk 


Reproduction of this magazine in whole or part without the written permission of the publishers is strictly prohibited. Prospective contributors 
should email editorial@livingfrance.com with submission ideas. Please be aware that we may already be working on similar material. 
Unsolicited material will not be returned unless accompanied by a SAE, and will not be responded to unless accepted for publication. 

The publishers reserve the right to amend such submissions and cannot accept responsibility for any loss whatsoever. 

The views expressed by contributors and advertisers are not necessarily those of the publishers. Although every care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information and the advertisements contained within the magazine, the publishers cannot accept any liability. 
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Richard Hemming 

Wine writer Richard joins us this issue 
as our new taste tester, bringing you his 
recommended wine matches for Louise 
Bickford's monthly recipes. His favourite wine 
regions are Alsace, the Loire and the northern 
Rhone - though he admits that"Champagne's 
not bad eitherf'Turn to page 57 for his 
selection of wines to complement this 
month's recipe for solemeuniere. 



Scheenagh Harrington 

Freelance journalist Scheenagh worked for 
ten years for the Press Association in the UK, 
before moving to Midi-Pyrenees with her family. 

She says that the highlight of her renovation 
interview with Charlie and Stephanie May for our 
A La Maison section was hearing how"they both 
poured their hearts and souls into it". 

Turn to page 5 1 for more on how they turned 
their project into an interior design dream. 



SueBradley 

Though a top-notch horticultural specialist, 
garden writer Sue also flexes her creative 
muscles in other areas, as a violin player 
and champion Victoria sandwich maker. 

For this month's Autumn issue, she pays a visit 
to the gardens of Chateau de Champs- 
sur-Marne near Paris, while out in the 
garden she gets to grips with the pear 
harvest, on page 58. 
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Brittany Ferries 


Poole PortsmoutI 


Plymouth 


Le Havre 


Roscoff StMalo 


Santander Bilbao 


any better way to discover France? 

Wish you could sail in style to France or Spain for less? Then join our Travel Club. 

You'll make big savings on our fares and enjoy lots of onboard extras too! And with our mile-saving 
routes, you'll also save on fuel, tolls and overnight stops. 


SUMMER 

2016 

SAILINGS 

ON SALE 
NOW 




visit brittanyferries.com/clubvoyage or call 0330 159 7070 


clubvoyage 


Brittany Ferries 
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Gimndeliving 

20 BORDEAUX AND 
BEYOND 

Cover story Find out more about the Gironde 
department's rivers, lakes, forests and sand 
dunes, as well as the elegant city of Bordeaux 

28 HOME FROM HOME 

One expat reveals why she fell in love with 
Gironde and how she built her life there 

32 ASKTHE AGENT 

A property expert covering Gironde talks shop 

33 WHAT CAN I GET FOR 
MY MONEY? 

Our selection of properties across the 
department of Gironde to suit all budgets 


On the cover 

This month House in 
Bordeaux, Gironde 
© Christophe ROUFFIO/ hemis.fr 


Features 

34 GRAND DESIGNS 

Cover Renovation expert 

Matthew Ghalk gives his advice, plus tips 
and useful vocabulary 

41 TAKINCTHE PLUNGE 

Cover Story First-hand experience 

from four couples who took on a renovation 

47 A SLK^OF FRENCH LIFE 

Cover story The reality behind 

bringing a Breton townhouse back to life 

Alanudson 

STYLE AND SUBSTANCE 

An expat couple reveal how they 
renovated a priory in Charente into a stylish 
and characterful home and gite business 

56 FLAVOURS OF FRANCE 

Louise Pickford gives a recipe for sole meuniere, 
with Richard Hemming's wines to match 

58 AVANT GARDENING 

The gardens of Ghateau de Champs-sur-Marne, 
plus an expat's garden in Calvados 



Decouvrez... 

8AUTUMN IN FRANCE 

Find out what's happening in France this autumn 
with key festivals, the latest travel news, book 
releases and a reader giveaway 

HOUR DREAM PROPERTY 

Emma Rawle explains why a chateau in 
need of renovation in rural Tarn is her dream buy 

16WHAT'SONTHE MARKET 

Cover story We select a variety of 

properties for renovation, from a Breton cottage 
for €28,500 to a Burgundy manor for €274,000 
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Lespratiques 


62 PROPERTY AND 
CURRENCY NEWS 

The latest from the property market, including 
the new capital cities of France's new regions, 
plus a currency update 


Language 

84HAN[K-ON ATHOME 

Cover story Alice Phillpott shares the 
essential vocabulary for DIY around the home 


64THREEOF AKIND 

With the Riviera continuing to draw overseas 
buyers, we pick three homes in the sun 


86 FIVE MINUTE FRENCH 

Test your French with our puzzles and 
complete the prize crossword 


66 ASKT_^E EXPERTS 

Cover story Our experts answer your 

questions including finding a reputable builder 
in France and the tax benefits of going green 


Regulars 

18 POSTBAG 

Your views and photos of life in France 

91 PROPERTY DIRECTORY 


68 RIGHTS OF PASSAGE 

Cover story Tax expert Matthew Cameron 
explains third party property access rights 


A guide to the buying process, plus properties 
for sale and to let in France 


70 CASH IN THE ATTIC 

Find out why looking after other people's 
holiday homes can be a rewarding venture 


106 BE INSPIRED 

Gather ideas for your renovation 
project with our inspiration pinboard 


7;9 GUIDE TO DIY 

[j^^This month, Kate McNally explains 
what's on offer in the DIY market in France 





ur dream 
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DECOUVREZ 


Autumn in France 


Parisians and visitors alike enjoy taking a step back from the hustle and bustle of the 
capital's busy boulevards, with a detour to Montmartre {pictured). Situated on a hill, this 
area of the city has attracted numerous artists and writers through the centuries, and its 
narrow cobbled streets with ivy-clad buildings have retained a village-like feel. One of 
the area's best-kept secrets is its small vineyard, which is celebrated every year during the 
Fete des Vendanges. From 7-1 1 October, the community comes together to sample the 



latest vintage and other fine produce, and enjoy concerts and fireworks. 
www.fetedesvendangesdemontmartre.com 







DECOUVREZ 


News & events 

Autumn is harvest time, which means wine and food events to enjoy. Emma Rawle discovers 
some key festivals, France's favourite villages, book releases and travel news 



Gmpepickers 

I The vineyards of France come to life in 
the autumn with the vendanges (grape 
harvest), with festivals and celebrations 
organised to mark the occasion. In the heart of 
the famous wine-producing area of the Loire 
Valley, Saumur is the ideal place to mark the 
vendanges during Festivini from 5-13 
September. The week-long festival includes 
concerts at the historic Abbaye de Fontevard, 
opportunities to discover the local vineyards, 
both on foot or horseback, and, of course, 
tastings. On 6 September winemakers set up 
stalls in the town centre for visitors to learn 
about their vineyards and sample their wares. 
www,festivini,com 


Wine brotherhood 

2 In the Gironde village of Saint-Emilion 
in the prestigious Bordeaux 
wine-producing area, the harvest is 
marked with the Ban des Vendanges on 
19-20 September. The event is led by the 
Jurade de Saint-Emilion, an ancient 
brotherhood that now act as ambassadors 
for the area’s wines. The Jurade stage a 
torch-lit parade through the village and 
climb the Tour du Roi to announce the new 
vintage, while local winemakers take the 
opportunity to celebrate their hard work. 
www.vins-saint-emilionxom 
Turn to page 20 to read more about 
Saint-Emilion and Gironde 


Inibibe and jive 

3 The annual Jazz a Beaune festival in 
Burgundy is a celebration of both jazz 
and fine vintages in another of France’s 
famous wine-producing areas. Free concerts 
take place on Place Carnot in the tovm of 
Beaune, often dubbed The wine capital of 
Burgundy’, in Cote-d’Or from 20-21 
September. Visitors can discover 
up-and-coming jazz musicians as well as 
well-known artists. Further on in the 
calendar, jazz pianist Novecento plays on 27 
September and La Paulee du Jazz, a 
celebration of internationally acclaimed jazz 
artists, takes place from 10-12 October. 
wwwjazzabeaune.fr 



NORMAN CULTURE 


Lovers of Normandy, its food, culture and heritage, will rejoice in the Fete des 
Normands taking place from 26-29 September. Created in 201 3, the festival offers a 
wide range of activities and events over the four-day period. Organic farms open their 
doors and welcome visitors for tastings, there are organised visits of windmills, chateaux 
and manor houses, as well as demonstrations of regional crafts such as pottery and 
lace-making. This is a superb opportunity to taste and buy regional fare, enjoy concerts 
and exhibitions and discover the interesting history and cultural heritage of the region. 
www.fetedesnormands.com 
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Table reserved 


Treat yourself to a meal out this month and take advantage of both the Fete de la Gastronomie (25-27 
September) and Tous au Restaurant (21 September - 4 October) events. Restaurants across France offer two 
meals for the price of one and special menus as part of Tous au Restaurant, while the Fete de la Gastronomie sees 
specially designed restaurant menus on offer, along with banquets, picnics and wine tastings. 

WWW. tousaurestaurant.com 
www.economie.gouv.fr/fete-gastronomie 




Stuck on 
Paris 

Usborne’s First 
Sticker Book Paris is 
a wonderfully 
illustrated sticker 
book which 
is perfect for 
keeping small 
children amused 
on long journeys. 
Children can 
explore the 
narrow streets 
of the French 
capital, its cafes, museums, riverbank and 
bookshops, adding stickers to complete 
each scene. 

First Sticker Book Paris, £4.99, Usborne 

www.iisborne.com 




REV UP 

The weekend-long Circuit des Remparts in 
Angouleme continues to attract motoring 
enthusiasts to admire the vintage racing cars, and 
takes place this year from 18-20 September. The 
event starts with a parade of the cars in the town 
centre with owners competing to win awards for 
the best presented car and driver. The following 
day sees the cars take off for a tour of the area 
while Sunday is race day. All cars taking part must 
date from pre-1985. 
www.circuit-des-remparts.com 
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Musical spectacle 

The popular Jazz 
a la VUlette 
festival takes 
place in the 
north-east of 
Paris at the Parc 
de la Villette, and 
runs this year from 3-13 September. With a 
mixture of jazz, blues, hip-hop and world music 
performed by established artists and up-and- 
coming talent, the concerts attract thousands of 
music lovers. There are also film screenings, 
exhibitions and master classes throughout the 
festival along with a special children’s festival to 
introduce the younger generation to jazz. 
www.jazzalavillette.com 




FAVOURITE 

VILLAGES 


The results are in from France's annual 
televised poll for the country's favourite 
village - here are 201 5's top three: 



First prize was awarded to Ploumanac'h, 
a seaside village located along Brittany's 
spectacular Cote de Granit Rose. The 
village's family-friendly sandy beach, 
beautiful coastal walks and intriguing 
rocky outcrops make it easy to see why it 
won the public vote. 
www.brittanytourism.com 



Second place went to Montresor in 
Indre-et-Loire, a Plus Beau Village. Located 
on the banks of the River Indrois, 
Montresor boasts half-timbered houses, 
an ancient market place and an 
impressive chMeau, popular with visitors. 
www.tourisme-valdindrois 
-montresor.com 



The pretty village of Saint-Antonin- 
Noble-Val in Tarn-et-Garonne came third. 
The village is known for its medieval 
architecture with a 1 2th-century town 
hall and covered market place. Film buffs 
might recognise it as the setting for the 
recent film The Hundred-Foot Journey, 
www.tourisme-saint-antonin 
-noble-val.com 
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ESSENTIALS 

All the French-inspired items you need to enjc 
the new season 
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1 Feed your garden birds with this Garden Trading Bird House Feeder £15 www.amara.com 2 Stay stylish during downpours with this Bicycle Riders Favourite 
Umbrella £14.95 www.clotcomgiftshop.com 3 Light up darker evenings with this classic Fisherman's Metal Lantern Small £39.99 www.chelseagarclener.com 4 Create 
autumnal cards with these Stamps Nature Zoe de las Cases €22 www.lesparigotes.com 5 Shop in style with this"Le sacre coeur"sac a colorier, Marielle Bazard €1 2.50; 
www.lecoinclescreateurs.com 6 Your kids will be the envy of the playground with the Gourde Paris-Gar^on and Fille €1 2.50 each www.iecoindescreateurs.com 7 Sit in 
comfort with this Belle Jardiniere Cushion £1 2.95 www.dotcomgiftshop.com 8 Stay organised with this Trousse a colorier €9.90 www.iecoindescreateurs.com 


Under occupation 

Starring Kristin Scott Thomas and Michelle Williams, 
Suite Frongaise is the tale of a small French village 
under Nazi occupation and the blossoming love 
affair between a villager and a German soldier. An 
adaptation of Irene Nemirovsky's best-selling novel, it 
is a moving story and casts light on how people 
reacted to the occupation, with some villagers 
continuing to resist the Nazis and others taking the 


opportunity to denounce their neighbours. The 
author lived in France during Nazi occupation and 
began writing her five-part novel after relocating to 
Burgundy from Paris in 1940. Nemirovsky died in 
Auschwitz in 1 942 after writing just the first two 
instalments, which were later discovered by her 
relatives and published as Suite Frongaise. 

Suite Fmngaise, DVD, £9.99, Entertainment One 
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autumn news and events 



Around 200 boats sail into the historic quays of Orleans for the annual Festival de Loire, this year 
taking place from 23-27 September. This celebration of the city's culture and lifestyle includes a 
boat parade, art exhibitions, musical performances, puppet shows and magic performances. The 
guest nation of honour this year is Poland, and the Dordogne Valley is the French area chosen for 
special mention at the festival which will include river boats from these two places. 
www.orleans.fr/evenementiel/festival-de-loire 


DID YOU KNOW? B 

The year Roquefort 
became the first 
cheese to be awarded 
an AOC label* 





CHEESE PLATE 

A visit to a French market or shop inevitably involves a visit to the cheese 
counter, complete with a dizzying array of delicious French cheeses to choose 
from. If you find yourself somewhat overwhelmed, or need guidance on 
what to do with your fromoge of choice when you get home, then A Year in 
Cheese could be for you. Written by Alex and Leo Guarneri, the team behind 
artisan fromagerie Androuet in Paris and London, the book describes which 
cheeses are in season at different times of the year and 
includes a number of recipes. French favourites include 
Reblochon, Camembert and Brillat-Savarin. 


We have five copies of A Year in Cheese to give away. For a 
chance to win visit www.completefrancexom/ 
community- forum. The closing date is 25 September 201 5. 


A Year in Cheese: A Seasonal Cheese Cookbook, 

Alex and Leo Guarneri, recipes by Alessandro Grano, 
£20, Frances Lincoln 




Travel news 


5 ON TRACK 


Tickets for Eurostar's ski services 
are now on general sale and offer more 
options for those heading to the slopes 
this winter. Day and night trains to 
Bourg-Saint-Maurice, Aime-la-Plagne and 
Moutiers are running as usual and start on 
1 9 December until 9 April, while a new 
direct route to Lyon from London St 
Pancras or Ashford International takes just 
over four and a half hours and Eurostar are 
also offering a connecting service from 
London to Geneva via Lille, taking around 
six hours. Prices start from £89 return and 
include a generous luggage allowance 
including skis or a snowboard. 
www.eurostar.com 


i STAY CONNECTED 


Free Wi-Fi is now available in 51 of 
France's busiest train stations and is 
proving popular with travellers, with more 
than 10,000 people using it every day. 
Users have the choice between a slow 
service with the requirement to see one 
advertisement page every 20 minutes or a 
faster service with only one advert that 
they must register for. SNCF plan to extend 
this free Wi-Fi service to France's 1 28 
busiest stations by September. 


FREE TO ROAM 

The European Commission has 
announced an agreement to abolish data 
roaming charges within the EU by June 
2017, making European travellers' phone 
bills considerably cheaper. This will be 
preceded by a 14-month interim period, so 
from April 201 6 there will be a cap on 
charges with a maximum extra surcharge 
of €0.05 per minute for calls, €0.02 per text 
message and €0.05 per MB of data. 


WINTER BREAKS 

Winter 201 5/1 6 flight routes to 
the Alps are now on sale, with several 
airlines adding new routes. Monarch will 
be flying from Manchester to Geneva from 
1 9 December (prices from £37.99), while 
EasyJet will be operating new routes to 
Lyon from London Southend and Belfast 
International, starting on 12 December 
(prices from £28.49), and Flybe will be 
running a new Cardiff to Chambery route 
from 25 October (prices from £24.99). 
www.monarch.co.ukwww.easyjet.com 
www.flybe.com 
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Dream property,., 

^ Every so often we come across a French property that knocks 
j us for six. This month, Emma Rawle has big plans for a Tarn 
chateau in need of renovation 





have always fancied taking on a 
renovation project and, if money 
were no object, then what better to 
renovate than a 19th-century chateau 
in rural Tarn? I can imagine how 
satisfying it would be to take this neglected 
building and transform it into a stunning 
country retreat with interior decor to match. 

The structural work on the chateau has 
already been finished so, although there is 
plenty still to do, as the groundwork has been 
completed it means that I can get started on 
the fun bits! The ground floor currently has 
four large reception rooms, two living rooms. 


a kitchen and two bathrooms, while the first 
and second floors offer a total of nine 
bedrooms, all of which need refreshing but 
have fireplaces and other original features 
ready to be restored to their former glory. 

The chateau forms one side of a U-shaped 
courtyard and there is planning permission 
to convert the buildings along the other two 
sides into a total of 21 apartments. There is 
also planning permission to build a large 
swimming pool in the grounds which 
currently stretch to nearly six acres, although 
if the temptation to extend beyond kicks in, 
there’s also the further option to buy a 


32-hectare lake, four more acres of land and 
a lodge separately. 

Located on a hillside and surrounded by 
farmland, the chateau is in an idyllic 
location yet it is not isolated, with a village 
just five minutes away and Toulouse less 
than an hour by road. 

With such huge potential I already have 
several options in mind for the finished 
chateau - perhaps a boutique hotel or a 
stylish wedding venue or a relaxation 
retreat? But first, I need to start choosing 
colour schemes! ® 
www.allez-francais.com 
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FC EXCHANGE 

for global currency 


EXCHANCE RATES MOVE FAST... 

BIT HES M UKK? 


Increasingly, people are steering away 
from banks when it comes to making 
international money transfers. It is 
common knowledge that banks are 
big, can be impersonal and are often 
unresponsive. So why are they still being 
used to transfer funds overseas when a 
specialist can provide an easy and cost- 
effective alternative service? 

Despite many being familiar with using 
a specialist foreign currency exchange 
service or broker to transfer their money 
abroad, many more remain unaware of 
the benefits, such as up to 5% savings. On 
a £50,000 transfer this equates to a saving 
of £2,000. 

FC Exchange is one such service provider. 
Operating since 2005, they are authorised 
by the Financial Conduct Authority 
to operate as an E-money institution 
(FRN:900205) and have achieved success 
in this sector due to their commitment to 
provide a customer-focused service. 



FC Exchange is not only able to pass cost 
savings onto its clients by offering more 
competitive exchange rates, but through 
savings on the transfer fees too where 
banks would charge around £25-£45 per 
transfer. 

Further, unlike most banks, its products 
can be customised thereby enabling 
clients to target, fix or protect exchange 
rates in the volatile currency market. 

Charles Murray at FC Exchange points 
out that 2015 has already thrown up a few 
surprises within the currency market and 
with the pound reaching a 7-year high 
versus the euro, it is important to stay in 
contact with a broker who can keep you 
abreast of the exchange rate fluctuations. 
Limit and Stop Orders can be helpful to 
clients, enabling them to maximise their 
returns by allowing them to target a better 
rate of exchange whilst at the same time 
having a safety net in place to secure the 
rate if the market moves adversely”. 


A simply great professional, 
efficient and friendly company. 

I cannot recommend FC Exchange 
more highly. I was making a significant 
overseas purchase and needed to move 
funds around over a period of several 
months. This was quite a stressful event 
and I was anxious about entrusting 
my life savings to a stranger. I need 
not have worried - from the moment I 
started dealing with FC Exchange and my 
personal dedicated client contact dealer, 

I was confident that I was in good hands. 
Not only did all my transfers go smoothly 
but FC Exchange were with me every 
step of the way, explaining everything in 
detail, reassuring me and always keeping 
in touch. 

Margaret Cook 
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MARKET MOVEMENT ON GBP/EUR EXCHANGE RATE 

Date 

GBP/EUR 
Exchange Rate 

GBP cost 
for €200,000 

Change in 
cost to you 

Jun 2015 

1.4030 

£142,551 


Mar 2015 

1.4250 

£140,351 

+£2,201 

Dec 2014 

1.2700 

£157,480 

-£14,928 

Sep 2014 

1.2600 

£158,730 

-£16,178 

Jun 2014 

1.2350 

£161,943 

-£19,391 

Mar 2014 

1.2180 

£164,204 

-£21,652 

Dec 2013 

1.2110 

£165,153 

-£22,601 

Sep 2013 

1.1980 

£166,945 

-£24,393 

Jun 2013 

1.1800 

£169,491 

-£26,939 


Rates in this table are indicitive Interbank rates taken at the peak of month represented to 1 7 June 2015. 
The cost differential compared is calculated using June 2015 GBP/EUR rate of 1 .4030. For current live 
exchange rates, please contact FC Exchange directly. 


Personal currency exchange Business currency exchange Register with us online 

+44(0)20 7989 0000 +44(0)2070901111 fcexchange.coni 

FC Exchange is a trading name of Foreign Currency Exchange Limited. Registered office: Salisbury Flouse, Finsbury Circus, London, 
EC2M 5QQ. Registered Company No. 5452483. FC Exchange is authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) as an Authorised 
Electronic Money Institution (AEMI) under the Electronic Money Regulations 201 1 for the issuing of electronic money (FRN: 900205). As 
an AEMI FC Exchange is authorised to conduct payment services and complies with part 5 of the Payment Services Regulations 2009. 



DECOUVREZ 


Properties to renovate 

If you are considering taking on a renovation project in France, then browse our selection 
of properties, whether you want to start from scratch or extend an existing house 



Finistere, Brittany 

This cute cottage with mains water and eiectricity has been partiaiiy 
renovated but there is stiii pienty of work to do, inciuding instaiiing a 
septic tank and new windows. The house is in a rurai spot, 1 0 
minutes from a town, and has space for iiving areas and a bedroom. 

Agent: JB French Houses www.jbfrenchhouses.co.uk 



Aude, Languedoc-Roussillon 

Located in the centre of Puicheric, near the Canai du Midi, this 
L-shaped house is ready to move into with three bedrooms, a kitchen 
and iiving room aii finished. Part of the house stiii needs renovating but 
has huge potentiai with beams, stone waiis and a fuii-height attic. 

Agent: France Property Shop www.francepropertyshop.com 



Tarn-et-Garonne, Midi-Pyrenees 

This beautifui maison demaitre needs a iot of work but it could be 
transformed into a stunning house. The ground floor is habitable 
with four bedrooms, a kitchen and living room, while the first floor 
needs renovating with plenty of original features. 

Agent: Beaux Villages Immobilier www.beauxvillages.com 



Charente, Poitou-Charentes 

This stone house and attached barn are in need of a complete renovation 
but offer 31 m^ of potenital habitable space. Currently, the house is divided 
into two rooms and the barn is open with beautiful wooden beams and 
exposed stone walls. The roof is in good condition. 

Agent: Agence TIC Ruffec www.tic-ruffec.com 



Tarn-et-Garonne, Midi-Pyrenees 

This large village house was a thriving cafe in the 1930s but has been 
transformed into a five-bedroom house with a garden and garage. It 
enjoys stunning views of the Pyrenees and has extensive adjoining 
outbuildings that are ideal for renovation. 

Agent: France Property Shop www.francepropertyshop.com 



Nievre, Burgundy 

Located in the heart of Burgundy, this 1 8th-century manor house with 
period features has the potential to offer nine bedrooms so could be a 
B&B or large family home. Two of the bedrooms and bathrooms have 
already been sympathetically renovated and are ready to be lived in. 

Agent: Burgundy4U www.burgundy4u.eu 
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Discover Bank Beating 
Exchange Rates 

Transfer your currency with TorFX and save 
up to 5% compared to your high street bank. 


Fast free money transfers 

0% commission and no fees 

y/ Dedicated account manager 

Authorised by the FCA 

T ransfer over the phone 
or online 24/7 


Open an account today 

+44 (0)1736 335250 
www.torfx.com 


\tor 
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POSTBAG 


‘^Your comments 

We love hearing frorn you, so why not write us a letter, 
send us an email, or join us on Facebook and Twitter? 





Itteh 




After my wife and I had enjoyed long and 
rewarding careera* we eventually retired at the 
ages of ^5 and 70 respectively^ and we both 
agreed that we needed a challenge. $0 we 
decided to move from the UK to a part of 
France that we had known and loved for many 
years. When we planned our move to the Drome 
Valley in November 2012, we found the advice in Living fYiance 
was invaluable. We continue to subscribe and enjoy the artides, and we stiU benefit ffom the 
updates regarding such issues as tax^ health and language. After two and a half years, we feel well 
settled in a very friendly community. 1 am spending my 50th year as a teacher running an 
after-school anglais^ at the local primary school. Thank you again for your good advice and 
briefing on changes that we might otherwise have overlooked. 

Douglas Maci/dowre 
Verchenj^, Drome 


HfTOR M6S? 

I was interested in your article, "Learning the 
Lingo" (July 2015 issue). Among the ‘expert 
tips’, one in particular caught my eye. Alice 
Phillpotl suggested thal begiimers should play 
a language-learning CD while in their car. f 
would strongly argue that they should notl 
May I explain? My wife and I have had a house 
111 Woftnardy for nearly 12 yeajs. Eventually, 
we will retire there, hi the meanliine, we visit 
as often as possible. After 12 years, you would 
think tliat both of us should be, If not fluent, 
then at very least, competent in French. 
Mostly we are. However, having two hearing 
aids. 1 struggle to hear, and so often find it 
hard work keeping up with a conversation. 

1 do listen to language CDs and I also watch 
some French television, in fact all the usual 
tricks to improve. Friends once suggested that 
I should listen to French radio stations while 
driving. This seemed like a good idea, so 1 
tuned the car stereo system to news, music or 
whatever stations 1 could find. All went well 
until r encountered a roundabout... 


Aftei niiany years of driving in Europe, 
America, and otlier countries, I have never 
once had a problem. On this particular 
occasion, 1 was driving in England, 

As I approached the roundabout, seeing 
tJiat the road was dear, 1 pulled out and 
immediately turned to my right and drove 
around an ENGLISH roundabout the wrong 
way (anti-clockwise), as if 1 were in France? 
Fortunately for me, the lorry coming the other 
way had time to swerve, otherwise there 
would have been a very nasty acciden t - for 
which I would have been entirely responsible? 

5o may f say to Living France readers; do 
please take every opportunity to improve 
your linguistic skills, but bear in mind that 
conjugating a verb, Tepeating a phrase from a 
language CD, listening to French radio 
stations, while driving in the UK, is at the very 
best distracting, and at the worst most 
definitely dangerous, I speak from ray 
experience of having tried it’ 

Great Kimble^ BuckmgharmMre 



READtRTIP 

Whatever your budget, double it! Materials and labour in France are 
extremely expensive. We are doing a bam conversion in Poitou-Charenles, Three years 
in and we are only twO’thiids through, but we are doing most of the work ourselves while v^e are 
living in it. It’s hard work but an amazing space and an amazing experience. 

Domfrik Elvin vfo Fucebook 



Social 

network 


Cycling for So/t/es 
i^Cyding Softies 
Burgundy and Champagne 
vineyards have been awauied 
UnescD World Heiitagi^ siaius. Well 
ime a gla^ to that’ 


Sue Stephenson ^baketitebabe 
Not bug to go now. Back in France 
at rit^ E^nd of week. Lots to tk) 

before th?ti though Oh gosh I 
beitof make a list??? 


Cmolyn Wright vm Facebook 
Jusl received my copy of the August 
issue ^ some gi eat properties in 
one and love die feature on my 
favourite part of France 


MattWaih ^'mattwallswin^ 

In theesp shop to Jura; "2(XS 
grams pf comte please” 

Shop keeper; “Dh $0 just a very tbio 
slice iheor 
Lpve France 


laFermeDeTroisCoin^ 

@ Peri gord Life 

I know ? Mid f wanted some summi?? 

but the 37 degrees 
predict lor Maisoonab W'^ek 
may be taking it a t^d too far 



( 


The writer of our Star 
Letter ihis Issue wins a 
Surprise Box worth £29 
cooTainlng a surprise 
selection of five to seven 
traditional French prcxJucts courtesy 
of Bonjour French Food. 

For more information on the full 
range of i 1 . 3 rn pets available vrsit 
www.bonjmjrfrenchfbodcom 



If you have something you’d like to share^ From anecdotes to holiday snaps^ drop us a 
line at ietlers^ivingfrani:e.com or to The Leffers Mtor, Living Trance, Cumberland 
House, OridRoad, Cheltenham, Q150 WB 



facebook.com/ 

livingfrancEruagazine 



iwimf.com/ 

Uvingfrarjce 
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Bl Your pftotos 

Email us your photos of France (with captions) to pictures@livingfrance.com 





TRANQUIL RIVER 
Angeac-Charente, Charente - Amelio Bray 


MEDIEVAL CHARM 

Monpazier, Dordogne - Tamzin Renfrew 


FUN INTHESUN 

Nice, Alpes-Maritimes - James Parman 


CANNES HARBOUR 

Alpes-Maritimes - Russell Dunn 


MONET'S GARDEN 

Giverny, Eure - Karen Guttridge 


Over 3,000 gites, 
cottages and villas 
^ in France 


View the full range at 

www.cheznous.com 



YEARS 

SINCE 1984 



Looking for a fabulous holiday 
property for your French getaway? 

Deal directly with the property owner for 
great value, no booking fee and everything 
you want to know about the property and 
area first-hand! 

Own a holiday property in France? 

Over 30 years’ experience in marketing the 
real France. Advertise with the destination 
specialist for just E189+VAT* and get a FREE 
image gallery and weblink worth E60+VAT. 

Call 0345 268 9251 and quote 
LVGFR15 to book your advert. 

*lntroductory offer. Annuai subscription inc. 15 images and webiink 
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Known for its famous wine 
capital, the department of 
Gironde is a delight to discover, 
from the sands of the Atlantic 
coast to the vast Foret des 
Landes. Solange Hondo 
finds out more 













DESTINATION 



1 ringed by the Atlantic waters on the Cote 
d Argent, the department of Gironde is a land 
of rivers and lakes, endless beaches and 
forests, and vineyards which produce some of 
the most illustrious wines in the world. 
Brought under English rule in 1154 by the union of Eleanor 
of Aquitaine and Henry II, it prospered from the cross- 
Channel wine trade until the Hundred Years’ War and the 
return of the French monarchy in 1453. 

Having lost the wine monopoly with England, the area 
fell into decline, but the i8th century brought a new golden 
age based on the sugar trade. As a result, royal architects set 
to work, leaving a dazzling legacy still in evidence today. 
Bordeaux, which this year came top in an online poll run by 
European Best Desinations, is a green spacious city where 
trams glide silently along tree-lined avenues and through 
shaded squares, past beautifully restored facades, which are 
part of the largest urban ensemble listed by UNESCO. 

At the heart of the city and bounded by three fine 
boulevards - the Cours Clemenceau, the Cours de 
Pintendance, and the Allees de Tourny - the Triangle d’Or 
recalls the Age of Enlightenment with myriad architectural 
gems, most stunning of which is the Grand Theatre graced 
by neo-classical columns and muses. Yet a few steps away 
from the luxury boutiques, students browse the latest 
bargains in the Rue Sainte- Catherine, said to be the longest 
pedestrian shopping street in the world. 

Bordeaux is a beguiling patchwork of districts, each one 
different; from the glamorous centre to the diverse stalls 
and eateries of Saint-Michel, the medieval lanes of 
Saint-Pierre which lead towards the cathedral and its 
panoramic belfry, or the Chartrons area of the city, where 
small quirky shops, brand factory outlets and hip young 
restaurants have taken over the old wine stores on the left 
bank of the River Garonne. 

Today in Bordeaux, the river is free from industrial sites 
and only cruise ships and river crafts moor along the quay, 
minutes from the town centre. Stroll down the Esplanade 
des Quinconces down to the quayside and the old harbour, 
the Port de la Lune, so-named because of its crescent shape. 
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Bordeaux is a beguiling 
patchwork of districts; 
each one different, 
from the^morous 
to the quirky 


^ g 

the Dune du Pilat 
These pages, 
clockwise from 
bottom left: 

glamour from days 
gone by on the 
Allees deTourny in 
Bordeaux; antique 
shops in the city's 
Chartrons area; the 
Pont de Pierre; 
Gironde is 
renowned for its 
wine; the Miroir 
d'Eau; enjoying a 
coffee in the sun 


and there is the river glistening alongside the breezy 
promenade bordered by flowers and trees. 

Locals picnic on the lawns, cyclists head for their 
favourite spots and visitors hop on the river bus for a scenic 
but cheap alternative to a tourist cruise. The botanical 
gardens are just across the water but on the city side, facing 
the lovely Place de la Bourse, is the Miroir d’Eau - a vast 
reflecting pool with water jets which invites everyone to 


medallions between the arches of the Pont de Pierre were 
designed to hold the name ‘Napoleon Bonaparte’, but the 
emperor who had planned it was exiled before work began. 

North of Bordeaux, the spit of land of the Bee d’Ambes 
marks the confluence of the Garonne and Dordogne rivers, 
which together become the Gironde, the largest estuary in 
western Europe at more than yokm long and up to I 2 km 
wide, and the site of the equinox tidal bore which delights 
onlookers and surfers far upstream. The Gironde is 
sprinkled with near-deserted islands and marshes, home to 
migrating birds, but it also has cultural sites, namely Fort 
Medoc, Fort Pate and the Blaye Citadel, all built by Vauban 
and now also on the UNESCO World Heritage list. 

Between the estuary and the ocean to the west, the 


cool down on a hot day. Meanwhile, the last fishing huts 


Medoc peninsula stretches north to the Pointe de Grave, 


stand over the incoming tide while the Garonne flows under 


looking out towards the elegant Phare de Cordouan out at 


majestic bridges; the newest, the Pont Jacques Chaban- 


sea. It’s the oldest lighthouse still working in the country 


Delmas with its central vertical-lift, the oldest, the Pont de and keepers show visitors around the royal apartment, the 
Pierre glowing red in the sunset. They say that the 17 empty chapel and up 301 steps for superb views of the estuary 
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In this gently rolling 
land, vines stitch as far 
as the eye can see in a 
luminous landscape 

and the coast. Backed by a pine forest, vast golden sands 
hide just a handful of resorts; Soulac-sur-Mer, all buckets 
and spades; Carcans-Maubuisson, village, ocean and lake all 
in one; and Lacanau, vibrant and cool, the nearest beach to 
Bordeaux and a paradise for surfers. 

Along the estuary, sheltered by the pines from Atlantic 
winds, vineyards enjoy a mild climate and a well-drained 
gravel soil. On the right bank of the Gironde, Bourg and 
Blaye produce great Vins des Coteaux, but for many wine 
lovers, the Medoc is a dream come true, where the names 
Margaux, Latour, Lafite-Rothschild, Mouton-Rothschild, roll 
off the tongue like a string of pearls. Large or small, every 
chateau, as estates are called, shares in the fame, be it a 
grand cm classe or the more modest labels of cm bourgeois 
or artisan. Some are open to visitors but it’s best to check 
beforehand. Alternatively, you can book an estuary cruise, 
sailing past the famous chateaux and tasting along the way. 
Yet for all its glory, the Medoc is only one facet of a 


These pages, 
clockwise from 
above: vineyards 
lend a lush depth to 
the Gironde 
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Emilion;the village's 
market square 


wine-growing area which claims 120,000 hectares of vines 
and more than 50 AOCs. In the rural heartlands between the 
Garonne and the Dordogne, the Entre-deux-Mers area is 
reputed for its dry white wines, delicious with asparagus 
and oysters. West of the Garonne are the sweet wines of 
Sauternes and the Graves AOC, red or white. Reds account 
for more than 80% of the overall production; the rest is 
mostly white, though you also find a little rose and 
sparkling Cremant de Bordeaux. 

East of Bordeaux, Saint-Emilion stands in a class of its 
own; a quaint medieval village perched above the Dordogne 
Valley and the first UNESCO site to include vineyards. In 
this gently rolling land, vines stretch as far as the eye can 
see in a luminous landscape where the little Train des 
Grands Vignobles snakes along the country lanes in an 
ocean of green. Back in the village, in Chateau Guadet 
(booking required). Monsieur Petrus talks about the 
prestigious wine invented by his great-aunt and served at 
the wedding of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Wine aside, Saint-Emilion is a characterful historic 
village, a jumble of red roofs and golden stone clinging to a 
rocky amphitheatre. There are a few craft shops and 
bustling cafe-terraces on the old market square; but wander 
around and youTl discover wash houses, archways and 
gates, courtyards draped in wisteria and cobbled lanes so 
steep you need to hold on to a handrail. Below the belfry, 
the underground monolithic church, the largest in Europe, 
promises a cool respite from the blazing sun while the king’s 
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tower awaits the return of the Jurade de Saint- Emilion, the 
red-robed brotherhood who climb to the top every autumn 
to declare the official start of the grape harvest. 

Jon and Maureen Stratford used to live in Hampshire 
before moving to Gironde. “One day, I bought my husband a 
book about Bordeaux wines and that’s how our love affair 
with Gironde started; especially with the wonderful 
Saint-Emilion,” says Maureen. “We are still ‘les Anglais’ but 
just like the vines, we have put down deep roots in 
Naujan-et-Postiac, our small wine-growing village near 
Saint-Emilion. We moved to this beautiful area in 2002 and 
now live in Beau Sejour, our chambres d’hotes, where we 
love sharing our passion for the hidden Gironde with our 
guests. We could not imagine living anywhere else.” 

In this bucolic hinterland, Gironde is dotted with 
traditional villages and bastides with straight streets and 
arcaded squares. Bells chime now and then, the world is 
put to rights over an aperitif and shutters close for the 
afternoon sieste. It may look quiet, but don’t be fooled. 

There are festivals galore: wine, food, music and more; 
and enticing farmers’ markets, most popular in 
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Sainte-Foy-la-Grande and Libourne where locals play 
boules under the trees or relax in SLguinguette cafe at the 
confluence of the Isle and the Dordogne rivers. A short 
drive south, in the valley of the River Dropt, the village 
of Monsegur has half-timbered houses and scenic 
ramparts, while the lovely town of Bazas boasts some of 
the best beef in France. Then, on the way to the ocean, 
Gironde takes on a new look as vineyards and pastures 
give way to the Foret des Landes. 

When Napoleon III decided to drain the swampy 
grounds where the Foret des Landes now stands, trees 
were planted and the traditional shepherds on stilts were 
eventually relegated to local folklore. Today, largely 
protected by its status as a regional nature park, the Parc 
Naturel Regional des Landes de Gascogne is one of the 
biggest forests on the continent. IVs a superb area for 
cycling and rambling among tall slender pines where 
heather and broom splash colour along the trails. The 
forest extends well beyond the department, but it is the 
oxygen-rich fragrance of the pines enhanced by the 
ocean breeze, which attracted the first health-seeking 
visitors to the town of Arcachon in the emperor’s 
footsteps. They stayed in the Ville d’Hiver, a luxuriant 
oasis of fanciful villas on a wooded hill overlooking the 
bay. Even today, only birdsong disturbs the peace and in 
the steep winding lanes and the Belle Epoque lingers on 
every corner. Down on the seafront, the Ville d’Ete 
followed suit in a more prosaic style; ideal for families to 
relax on the sands or picnic in the shade on the 
promenade. The covered market sells seafood and local 
produce, restaurants range from gourmet venues on the 
seafront to friendly taverns in the lanes and at the end of 
the jetty, fishermen compare their catch. 

Martin and Delphine Elvy work in the Hotel de la 
Plage near the main beach. ‘T come from the south of 
England,” says Martin (pictured left). "My wife is French 
and we used to visit her family twice a year. We moved 
to the Bassin dArcachon in 2001 to start a new life with 
our young boys. We really like the climate: barbecues 
from March to the end of October, what a change! Then 
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giwnde 


nature is everywhere and there are long walks on breath- 
taking beaches or in the beautiful pine forest of the Landes. 
It’s a great quality of life for all the family. Especially now 
that weVe moved into our new bungalow near the Etang 
de Cazaux et de Sanguinet. It’s so wonderful to feel like 
we’re - nearly! - always on holiday.” 

From the tip of the Medoc to the Pays Basque, the 
Bassin d’Arcachon is the only break in an otherwise 
continuous stretch of sand. It’s 84km around, yet open to 
the ocean for just 3km; a haven for fish and birds, but 
constantly subjected to the whim of tides and moving 
sandbanks. Oysters here are said to be among the finest in 
France, and a good place to put this to the test is in Port de 
Larros where at seaside restaurant. La Cabane 301, owner 
Patricia Castillo’s succulent produce and enthusiasm hold 
everyone spellbound. Beyond the sea, Gironde is famed for 
the quality of its livestock (lamb from Pauillac and foie gras 
are of particular note), while sweet treats include macarons 
from Saint-Emilion and canele cakes from Bordeaux, made 
from a rich batter and cooked in fluted copper tins. 

A boat trip around the bay takes in the oyster beds and 
the nearby lie aux Oiseaux, before reaching the thin 
peninsula of Cap Ferret and its exclusive villas nestling 
under the pine trees. Near the entrance to the ocean, the 
Dune du Pilat comes into view; at 2.7km long and standing 
some 115 metres tall, it’s the highest in Europe and affords 
an incredible sweeping panorama for those who take on the 
challenge to scale its heights. Yet standing at its peak, when 
the sun finally sets over the ocean, they watch in wonder 
and promise to return soon to the magic of Gironde. 0 


NEXT MONTH... 

DESTINATION: VAR 

Explore the charms of this coastal Mediterranean department, 
nestled between cultural Marseille and glamorous Nice. 


Fact file 


B Tourist information 

Gironde tourist board 

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 56 52 61 40 

WWW. tourisme-gironde. fr 


j Where to stay 

1 Le Majestic 

2 Rue de Conde 
33000 Bordeaux 
Tel: 00 33 (0)5 56 52 60 44 

www.hotel-mojestic.com 


Hotel de la Plage 

1 0 Avenue Nelly Deganne 

33120 Arcachon 

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 56 83 06 23 

www.hotelarcachon.com 


Where to eat 


Cafe de la Plage-Chez Pierre 

1 Boulevard Veyrier Montagneres 

33120 Arcachon 

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 56 22 52 94 

www.cofedeloploge.com 






I La Belle Epoque 

Qua! Louis XVIII 

33000 Bordeaux 

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 56 79 14 58 

WWW. lo-belle-epoque-bordeoux. fr 


I Getting there 

I Regular flights run from the 
UK to Bordeaux-Merignac airport. 
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giwnde: real life 


HOME FROM HOME 


After moving to Gironde some three decades ago, Heather Whyte-Venables was joined 
by her family, both in business and in lifestyle. Deborah Curtis finds out more 


O n a routine flight to Madrid as a 
young air hostess. Heather 
Whyte-Venables was captivated 
by the Gironde landscape far 
below, and somehow knew that 
one day, this picturesque part of south-west 
France would be her home. 

What she might not have dared hope for, 
however, was that it would also become 
home to her two daughters and their families, 
and that together they would run three 
successful businesses all within a stone’s 
throw of each other; although this, in fact, is 
exactly how things have turned out. 

“We were flying down to Madrid and 
unusually we only had 12 passengers on 
board,” she remembers. “Fd done the service 
and I was sitting down; and when I looked 
out of the window, we were flying over this 
area. I suddenly felt a big draw, and I thought: 
‘This is where you’ve got to go.’” 

Heather and her husband David 
discovered the village of Dieulivol through 
the sister of her best friend and bought their 
first property - Les Hirondelles - in 1980 with 
money from an inheritance; the idea being 
that they would rent it out to guests as well as 
having it as a holiday home for themselves 
and their daughters, Kate and Sarah. 

“The Anglican vicar who left me the 
money would have been thrilled, because 
Dieulivol in old French means ‘Dieu le veuf, 
which is ‘God wishes it’,” says Heather. “It all 
sort of fell together.” 

A traditional 19th-century stone 
farmhouse, Les Hirondelles was in a sorry 
state when they bought it, but Heather and 
David could see its potential and with careful 
restoration, it was transformed. 

“With lots of hard work and help from 
friends, family and good workmen, we 
converted a ruin into a comfortable holiday 
home,” says Heather. 

“In 1984, we put in the swimming pool 
and then we were in business. It’s been the 
most fantastic holiday home.” 


Opposite, clockwise from top: 

Grand Bouteau sits amid fragrant lavender; the rear 
of the property; Le Pigeon nier; Kate in work mode 



When they retired in 1995, Heather ; 

David explored lots of counties in the UK with 
a view to relocating, but around the sar 
time. Grand Bouteau, a manor house just 50 
yards up the road from Les Hirondelles, came 
onto the market. 

“My husband said: ‘Come on let’s hi 
and we’ll make the move’, and so we 
bought this wreck of a house, and it took us 
about three years to do it up,” says 
Heather, who was widowed in 2007. ‘T 
pinch myself when I walk through my 
house. It’s long, on one floor, and I can 
walk from room to room and see the 
sensational view the whole time.” 

It wasn’t only the main house that 
needed substantial renovation. In the 
grounds were an old pigeon tower, a 
wine chai, and a former bakery. All 
have been given a new lease of life and 
two of them - Le Pigeonnier and the 


Heath 


(centre) 


her 


family 


“We were flying over this area. 
I suddenly felt a big draw, and 
I thought: ‘This is where 
you’ve got to go.’” 


wine chai, now called Petit Bouteau - were 
added to Heather’s portfolio of popular 
holiday homes. 

“Fortunately, I was put in touch with a 
local mason here who is very good with 
stonework,” says Heather. “We really have 
done well through him. The stonework is just 
fantastic. The pigeon tower was just three 
walls but our architect said that if we added 
on a metre and dug down, we could create 
three floors in square rooms and she was so 
right. She got our planning permission and 
then I oversaw the work. It’s most successful 
and it also has fabulous views.” 

In 2001, they were joined by their 
daughter Kate and her sons Charlie and Tom. 
Kate’s initial intention was to come for a year 
to improve her French, but 15 years on she is 


still in France, having married French jazz 
musician, Frangois Mary. 

Her first job was in a restaurant in 
Montsegur, but she now runs her own 
swimming pool maintenance and holiday 
gite changeover business - Aquitaine Sweet 
Home - having realised while chatting with 
British people on holiday that there was a 
gap in the market. 

“There are so many Brits out here with 
second homes, and they were all asking me if 
I knew anybody who could look after their 
pools while they weren’t there,” says Kate, 
who now lives in a converted barn on the 
edge of her mother’s grounds. “I started 
doing that, and I opened my company in 
2007. Fve now got 17 pools to look after and 
seven gites. “I did a course on looking 
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It was the economic crisis and 
subsequent global recession 
which proved the catalyst 


who said, well what about the barn next door 
to Les Hirondelles? We just hadn’t thought of 
it. It was just four walls and a dirt floor, and 
Dave’s given us two floors and a beautiful 
home. We now have our own back garden 
and a beautiful view.” 

Their renovation journey is ongoing, but 
Dave is now in such demand locally on other 
projects that Sarah has to keep a close eye on 
his diary to make sure that the remaining jobs 
on their barn conversion get done during his 
time at home. 

“He set up as an auto-entrepreneur which 
is a good way to get you into the French 
system,” says Sarah. “It also suited us because 
it means that he can work for a bit, get some 
money in, and then pour it back into the barn 
to finish off what needs doing. He’s in high 
demand and he’s constantly got work. I’m 
going to have to book him in for September to 
do the terrace!” 

Heather, Kate and Sarah have created 
the perfect setup, which enables them to 
spend time together as a family and run 
their successful complementary businesses in 
a beautiful part of France. Given their setting 
and their success, it’s not hard to see why 
they wouldn’t want to live anywhere else. @ 
www.leshirondellesxom 
www,honiefronihonieaquitaine.co,uk 


later, we’re still here! It takes something 
like a redundancy, which seemed tragic 
at the time, to make you think in a 
different way.” 

Once they’d made the decision to stay, 
they needed to make a living and Sarah, 
who had been handling the bookings and 
marketing of her mother’s properties from 
home in Guilford for the previous 10 years, 
decided to set up in business on her ovm. She 
now runs Home from Home Aquitaine, 
managing the marketing and bookings of 15 
holiday properties in total. 

“It’s something I could do at home with 
children in a foreign country, and I knew a 
little bit about the industry,” says Sarah. “My 
busy time, which works brilliantly with two 
young kids, is from September to July, 
because it’s all to do with the bookings. Once 
I’ve done all the all the admin, and completed 
the booking process. I’m free to be with the 
kids while they’re on holiday. It works really 
well... that’s when Kate and mum step in with 
all the changeovers on site.” 

And continuing in the family tradition, 
Dave has worked hard to renovate the barn 
attached to Les Hirondelles in order to create 
a comfortable home for his family. 

“We looked for a ruin for ages,” says Sarah. 
“It was staring us in the face but it was mum 


ngl^t) airp 


somebody who was already doing it, but 
who wanted to retire, and he gave me my first 
client apart from mum’s pools. I started with 
four pools and it grew and grew, but I’m up to 
my max now. It’s a killer in the summer!” 

Her sons are happily settled in France, 
with Charlie heading towards completion of 
his master’s in electrical engineering at a 
grande ecole in Paris and Tom doing ski 
seasons and surfing following the completion 
of his Bac DUT in international commerce. 

It was the economic crisis and subsequent 
global recession which proved the catalyst 
that brought Heather’s other daughter, Sarah 
Drayton, to France with her husband, Dave, 
and their two children: Lucy, now seven years 
old, and James, now five. 

“Dave was made redundant from the 
construction industry just before James was 
born, and what at the time was a bit of a 
drama turned into the best thing we’ve ever 
done,” says Sarah. “We genuinely believed it 
was just for my maternity leave but five years 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all satellite broadband offers with up to 200€ discounts 
and 22Mb anywhere in France. 


} 


■ ■' 



Great internet phone deals 
with number and unlimited 
call package less than a line 
rental. 


GET CONNECTED, FAST, New lower broadband prices 

f ^ with free customer service 

I ^FROM Z4,95€pm j worth shouting about! 


PLUS FREE CALLS TO LANDLINES 
AND MOBILES 


Call now for the Premier Service you deserve at competitive prices. 


0805 631 632 +44 (0)1 483 477 1 00 


FROM FRANCE 


FROM THE UK 


ENQUIRIES@UKTELECOM.NET 

WWW.UKTELECOM.NET 


ukt 


Solicitors specialist in French 
Law based in South of England 

Offering bilingual professional and independent legal advice 
in relation to all French property needs: 

PURCHASES SALES ESTATE PLANNING AND WILLS PROBATE 
COMPANY FORMATION RENTAL AGREEMENTS 
GENERAL FRENCH PROPERTY AFFAIRS & MORE 

The professional manner in which you handled our affairs and the advice, help 
and guidance given has enabled us to enjoy without worry our happy time in 
France. Mr D Eaton, Poole 


Contact Lauren Annicchiarico, on 01202 355480 
Email: lauren@frenchlawmatters.co.uk 
WWW. fr enchlawmatter s .co.uk 

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority SRA no 292484 


'^^rench 
Law Matters 



.ebsite 

.uk 

270 296. 
rs.co.uk 


French Mortgage Best Buys 


Type of 
Mortgage 

Maximum 

LTV 

Starting 
Rates from 

Interest 

Only 

Monthly 

payments 

Fixed Rate 

80% 

2.70% 

No 

€1339 

Tracker 

75% 

3.00% 

Yes 

€625 

Tracker 

80% 

2.50% 

No 

€1325 

Tracker 

85% 

2.85% 

No 

€1349 

Fixed Rate 

75% 

3.80% 

Yes 

€792 


Based on a loan amount of €250,000 and a 20 year term, rates correct as of 1 1 /08/ 1 5 


At IPF we make the process of getting a French mortgage 
simple - just like our French mortgage best buy tables. 



For the latest rates visit 

internationalprivatefinance.com 

or call one of our bilingual team on 


+44 ( 0)207 484 4600 


Follow US on Twitter: @>IPFmortgagenews 


INTERNATIONAL 
IFT PRIVATE FINANCE 
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GIRONDE: ask the agent 


Ask the agent 

No one knows the area like a local estate agent. We asked Gaby Van Edom, 
of Immorama Entre Deux-Mers, for the inside track on Gironde 


What's the cheapest 
property you have 
on your books 
right now? 

At the moment, I have 
a charming two- 
bedroom house in the 
countryside for €75,000. It has a garden of 
2,000m^ with mature trees and lovely views 
over the vineyards and woods. It needs some 
work but it is structurally sound. 

How much would you expect to pay for: 

• a detached property with land in 
good condition? 

Gironde has become more sought after 
over recent years, but property prices 
have remained steady. The average price of 
a traditional stone house with land is around 
about €220,000. 

• a three-bedroom townhouse? 

For a three-bedroom townhouse in good 
condition, you need from about €120,000 
up to €200,000. 

• a renovation opportunity? 

For a renovation project, expect to pay 
anything from a few thousand to half a 


million euros, but really the sky is the limit. 

Is there a typical architecture or style 
in Gironde? 

There are several typical house designs to 
be found throughout the department, but 
perhaps the most classical is the ‘Girondine’ 
style, a large high-ceilinged symmetrical 
house often with an attached barn. These 
tremendous houses date from the i8th and 
19th centuries. They have plenty of rooms 
and the front is characterised by a massive 
door and huge windows, some of which 
often have balconies. 

Why do British people buy houses 
in Gironde? 

Gironde is the largest department in 
Aquitaine and boasts Bordeaux as its capital 
city, recently voted the best city in France to 
live in. The department can be roughly 
divided into four areas: the Atlantic coast 
with some renowned and sought-after beach 
resorts; the Foret des Landes; the Bazadais 
where most of historical monuments are to 
be found and, of course, the Bordelais where 
the world’s leading wines are produced. 
Property prices are affordable and the 
climate is not extreme. 


What are your predictions for the 
property market in Gironde? 

There seems to be an increasing demand for 
rural and semi-rural stone houses, the sort of 
properties that are affordable here, but very 
expensive in the UK. At the moment there is 
still a degree of hesitancy for a lot of British 
buyers who are not totally confident in 
investing abroad, but I predict that before 
very long there will be a surge of buyers, 
which will obviously push prices up. The 
strengthening British pound also means that 
many thousands can be saved in comparison 
to just a few months ago. 

Describe Gironde in five words. 

Fascinating, amiable, classy, famous 
and beautiful! 

What's your favourite corner of Gironde? 

Apart from shopping or sightseeing visits, 
my favourite corner is the historic village of 
Gensac, where I live. I love delving in and 
around the curious backstreets as well as 
taking a stroll along the main street and 
square, taking in the architecture and the 
breathtaking scenery over the Dureze Valley. 

www.entredewcmers-immobilierxom 



GIRONDE is it right for you? 

Property prices 

Gironde is the second most expensive department in 
Aquitaine with an average resale price of €21 1,500 
compared to a regional average of €183,300. 

Weather 

Located on France's south-west coast, Gironde enjoys 
a very favourable climate with mild winters and long, hot 

Activities 

As well as the acres of vineyards that produce the famous Bordeaux wines, the 
department of Gironde is home to a long stretch of Atlantic coastline with stunning 
beaches to rival the Mediterranean coast. Europe's tallest sand dune, the Dune du 
Pilat, can be found in Gironde as can the elegant town of Arcachon, a favourite with 
French holidaymakers. The capital is Bordeaux which has undergone extensive 
restoration and boasts 18th-century buildings that have been named a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Of course, a visit to Gironde wouldn't be complete without 
exploring the vineyards and picking up a local bottle or two. 



FACT FILE 






Region: Aquitaine 
Department: Gironde 
Capital: Bordeaux 


A number of airlines operate regular 
flights from London and regional UK airports 
to Bordeaux. 


Eurostar to Paris, and then TGV to 
Bordeaux, takes around three and a half hours. 

Eor driving times, consult one of the 
many online route planners such as those at 
www.viomichelin.com, www.moppy.com and 
www.theoo.com 
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GIRONDE; properties 


What can I get for my money? 

Famous for its vineyards and capital city Bordeaux, Gironde also offers pretty villages, an 
attractive coastline and traditional houses. Flere is a selection of properties to tempt you 



This pretty house is located in the 
charming village of Flaujagues along 
the Dordogne River, just 15 minutes 
from Saint-Emilion. Fully renovated with 
features including exposed stone walls 
and wooden beams, the house has two 
bedrooms, a spacious living room, fitted 
kitchen and one bathroom. 

Contact: Leggett Immobilier 
i/wvw. leggettfrance. com 


Located in an attractive hamlet near 
Saint-Christoly-de-Blaye, this striking 
four-bedroom house is in need of some 
updating. It currently comprises a lounge, 
dining room, kitchen and two bathrooms 
with feature fireplaces, exposed stone walls 
and beams. There is also another house in 
need of complete renovation. 

Contact: Leggett Immobilier 
wwi/v. leggettfrance. com 


3 This characterful property has been 
divided into two separate living areas 
with a total of four bedrooms. Both floors 
have two bedrooms, a kitchen, a living 
room and a bathroom. There are wooded 
grounds of 2,500m^ with several 
outbuildings and the property is near the 
Dordogne River, an hour from Bordeaux. 
Contact: Immorama Entre Deux-Mers 
WWW. en tredeuxmers-immobilier. com 



This 18th-century stone cottage has been 
tastefully renovated and includes classic 
fireplaces, stone walls and wooden beams. 
There are three bedrooms and a large 
attached barn that could be converted. The 
garden stretches to 2,200m^ with a 
swimming pool and views of the vineyards. 
The property is 30 minutes from Bordeaux. 
Contact: Beaux Villages 
www.beauxvillages.com 


5 Located in Sainte-Foy-la-Grande, 
between the vineyards of Saint- 
Emilion and Bergerac, this large villa 
overlooks the Dordogne Valley. It has two 
master bedroom suites and two further 
bedrooms, a kitchen and open-plan 
living/dining room. There is a swimming 
pool and covered terrace with views. 
Contact: Sextant Properties 
www.sextantproperties.com 


6 This five-bedroom house looks out over 
the Dordogne River and has direct access 
to the water. Situated two minutes from 
□bourne and 1 5 minutes from Saint-Emilion, 
the house has a wine cellar, home cinema 
room and Jacuzzi room as well as lovely 
period features. The swimming pool, garden 
and terrace all have views of the river. 
Contact: Selection Habitat 
www.selectionhabitat.com 
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id designs 

Whether you're thinking of converting a dilapidated barn into luxury gites, or simply want 
to modernise a tired home, you'll want to make sure your project goes smoothly. 

We ask renovation expert Matthew Chalk to explain the process and give his advice 
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renovation: your need-to-know guide 


I f you’re about to start the search for your dream 
home in France, you may well fall in love with a 
property which needs more than just a little 
redecoration. Embarking on a property renovation 
in France can be a challenging prospect, but if 
planned carefully and advice is followed, there is every 
reason that it can be extremely rewarding venture. 

Matthew Chalk is a British expat who runs MC 
Renovation, specialising in property renovation projects in 
the Morbihan and Cotes-d’Armor departments in Brittany. 
We ask him some key questions about renovating properties 
and how to ensure it goes to plan... 

What are the main issues to consider when renovating a 
property in France? Which areas are worth giving careful 
thought and consideration to? 

Problems can occur if you are not realistic about what 
can be saved and what cannot. If, for instance, you are 
adamant that the roof does not need changing and have 
a mass of internal works completed, only to have to change 
the roof four years down the line, then this is not a 
cost-effective exercise. Problems can occur immediately 
from unstable soil and subsidence to poor drainage, so a 
survey could be a good idea. 


Is there any way people can pre-empt potential hidden 
costs involved with a renovation project? 

There will always be a surprise or two when renovating; a 
contingency fund is sensible to have in place. Having a 
survey done - or at least three quotes from different 
builders - should eliminate a lot of potential problems. I 
recently came across a window opening which had no 
supporting lintels! This kind of discovery cannot be 
predicted by either your builder or surveyor. It is not 
always a negative scenario, for instance the opportunity 
may arise to heighten the ceilings, add more lights, move 
a wall, all of which may not cost the earth, but have a 
positive impact on the project. If you really want to 
pre-empt the risk of hidden costs, then a project manager 
could work for you by recognising and organising the 
many aspects involved in a renovation; whether it is 
having a fosse septique or a kitchen installed, he or she 

“There will always be a surprise 
or two when renovating; a 
contingency fund is sensible” 
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will be able to offer you advice and costings ahead of 
any potential issues arising. 

Describe the renovation process in France - is it different 
to the UK? What are the key differences? 

You will need permission as in the UK to renovate your 
property in France. And yes there are building regulations 
here too. Check at the mairie to find out what you can and 
cannot do. This will vary depending on where your property 
is situated. For instance, if it falls under the Petites Cites de 
Caractere umbrella (a conservation label which protects the 
heritage of small towns in certain regions of France), you 
will be subject to more restrictions than if your property is 
isolated. The key difference is that there are no building 
inspectors. Your builder must have lO-year guarantees and 
if they also have the RGE (Reconnu Garant de 
TEnvironnement) label {see page 39 for more), you can claim 
back 30% of certain energy-related costs depending on your 
situation. Ask if your contractor has this and insurance. If 
you’re using an English company, make sure they are 
properly registered for the work they are undertaking. You 
can find out this information by typing their SIRET number 
into Google and following the leads. You will need to sign a 
devis (quote/estimate) which is legally binding and pay a 
deposit upfront. Retaining 5% of the costs back until the job 
is complete could also be helpful to you. 

“You will need 
permission as in the 
UK to renovate your 
property in France” 

What advice can you give to people already living in the 
property they want to renovate - are there ways they can 
minimise the disruption? 

Depending on how much work you are undertaking, make 
plans and ensure the work follows a logical and progressive 
direction. Do not perform any work that will have to be 
retro-fitted later because of your current situation. Consider 
moving out while the work is being done. 

What are the key roles and how do they interact (i.e. 
architect, project manager, tradesmen)? 

The architect is by his very nature a ‘master builder’ and he 
or she should have in place your ideal plans and be able to 
relate these to the contractors. However, you may save 
money at first by asking your builder what layout they 
recommend. The need for an architect really depends on 
your situation and if it is required by the mairie, for example 
for planning consent. If you are forward-thinking enough 
and not using too many trades, you can minimise the need 
for a project manager. A good builder will already have a 
good relationship with a regular electrician/plumber, which 
will ensure a smooth and progressive project. If, however, 
you are having more than two or three trades in, then 
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BUYING OR 
MAINTAINING 
A PROPERTY 
IN FRANCE? 


Find out nnore and register at: 

timescurrencyservices.co.uk 
020 7294 7970 


Hi: 






THE^^TIMES 
THE SUNDAY TIMES 


Private clients only 


:^/yo 


“Quick and convenient. 
Much better rates than 
banks. Friendiy, heipfui 
service by phone and 
easy-to-use website.” 
DL, London 


TIMES Powered by 

CURR€NC¥ 

SERVICES I 


Make your money go further 


• NO TRANSFER FEES’^ 

• COMPETITIVE EXCHANGE RATES 

• DEDICATED ACCOUNT MANAGER 


Times Currency Services provides a simpie 
and efficient way of making secure 
internationai currency transfers. 




a project manager is advisable. It is more about saving on 
h time delays and making sure that those aspects of the jobs 
where trades overlap are completed. 


If someone is thinking of renovating a property in order to 
add value, what are the best ways of achieving this? 

This is a difficult issue. Adding a downstairs bathroom to a 
house for instance will make a property more desirable to 
people of a certain age. Changing your roof to accommodate 


Useful vocabulary 


Un clevis 

A quote/estimate 
Un clevis descriptif 
A detailed quote 
Un artisan 
A craftsman 
Un m ait re d'oeuvre 
A project manager 


Un contratde 
construction 
A building contract 
Un chauffragiste 
A heating engineer 
Un plombier 
A plumber 
Un menuisier 
A carpenter 


Un couvreur 
A roofer 
Un ramoneur 
A chimney sweep 
Une cloison 
A partition wall 
La chaux 
Lime render 


Une fleur de chaux 
A very fine white lime 
Un enduit de lissage 
A very fine plaster (to do 
the finishing) 

Une porte-fenetre 
A French window 
Un linteau 
A lintel 


Un tuyau 
A pipe 
Une gaine 

A plastic tube through 
which electric wires 
are fed 
Les normes 
Building regulations 
and standards 
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renovation: your need-to-know guide 



dormers will make the building look more impressive from 
the outside but will not add any square meterage on the 
inside. With most properties being valued by the square 
metre, it is more important that the work you have done is 
of a very good standard. If you are planning on selling your 
property then having an artisan’s lO-year guarantee may in 
the long run be far more attractive to a potential buyer than 
the owner saying ‘I did it myself’! 

What is the most interesting renovation project that you’ve 
been involved in? 

I have been involved in many varied renovation projects 
from chateaux to flats, but still find the typical Breton stone 
house the most rewarding in terms of the close contact with 
a distant past and the reward of mixing old with new: 
finding bread tokens from the Second World War hidden in 
the walls or uncovering previously rendered-over 
doorways. 

What renovation project are you most proud of? 

A recent small renovation project in Saint- Jean-Brevelay 
was very rewarding. Turning the worst space in the house 
to the best is something special! 0 

www.mc-renovation.com 


BEFORE YOU 
EMBARK ON A 
RENOVATION 
PROJECT. . . 


OBTAINING PLANNING PERMISSION 

• As in the UK, youTl need to obtain planning permission. Once granted, 
it needs to be displayed on site and at the mairie for two months, so that 
affected parties have the opportunity to challenge it. 

• There is a period of three months when local authorities can withdraw 
planning permission. Do not be tempted to start work before the 
deadline expires. If you start work and the local authority decided to 
withdraw authorisation, you have to stop work immediately and restore 
the property to its original state. 

TOP TIPS 

• Involve your neighbours from the start and you are more likely to keep 
them on side. If you are extending a property, note that a minimum 
distance should be observed with adjacent buildings. Local rules apply 
(the mairie will advise) but the minimum distance to the boundary 
should be 1.5 metres if not specified otherwise. 

• Think about how lorries and trucks will access the property. 

• If you are thinking of putting in a swimming pool, you may want to 
consider a ground survey. 



HIRING TRADESMEN 

• In France there is a separate trade, and therefore a separate artisan, for 
each task on a building project (see our ‘useful vocabulary’ list). 

• Ask for references and follow them up. 

• Get at least three comprehensive quotes including completion 
deadlines for each stage of the work and the final project, with financial 
penalties for late completion of each stage. Be wary if you receive a quote 
which is inexplicably cheaper than the rest. 

• Note that the best builders are often booked up to six months in 
advance - use this time to negotiate all aspects of the work. 

• Ask to see the artisan’s insurance (assurance decennale) certificate, 
which allows their work to be guaranteed for up to 10 years. 

• Ask to see the tradesman’s SIRET number, which proves they are 
registered to work in France. You can also check with the Chambre de 
Metiers et de TArtisanat to see if their company is listed. They may also 
be a member of a professional body. Architects, for example, should be a 
member of the Ordre des Architectes. 

• It’s worth noting that if you use a qualified RGE artisan certified by 
Qualibat (the organisation for building trades in France), you may be 
eligible to get back up to 30% of the cost of the work, depending on 
circumstances or loans. RGE (Reconnu Garant de TEnvironnement) is a 
quality label for artisans and builders specialising in energy efficiency. 

• Once you’re satisfied and have decided to go ahead, draw up and sign a 
legally binding contract such as contrat d’entreprise or contrat de 
construction, which gives you more legal protection than a devis 
descriptif. 
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‘Must living in France mean paying 
more tax on my investments?” 


Talk to the people who know. 


contact us now on 

0800 668 1381 Freephone UK 

0 805 112 163 Freephone France 

france@blevinsfranks.com 



BLEVINS FRANKS 

INTERNATIONAL TAX & WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


Blevins Franks Financial Management Limited (BFFM) is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the UK, reference number 1 79731 . Where advice is provided outside the UK, via the Insurance Mediation Directive 
from Malta, the regulatory system differs in some respects from that of the UK. Blevins Franks Tax Limited provides taxation advice; its advisers are fully qualified tax specialists. This promotion has been approved and issued by BFFM. 


FRANCE ■ SPAIN ■ PORTUGAL ■ CYPRUS ■ MALTA ■ UNITED KINGDOM 


, blevinsfranks.com 



Prestige Property in the French Alps 



7 X two & three bedroom apartments 
Top quality development 
Truly ski in ski out 

From 517 000€ 


www.pasturesgreener.net 



AGENCE LE BONHEUR 


ELITH ^ Dtp 65 Vrkv: 1 72 OOCH- LBD352 - Dep n Price: 50W 

Period farmhouse in c|uiet, private En fl pcacflfiil loeniion, colonibagcs 
oil i .yliii of limd wMh house renovated. olToring 5 

lu a river. 2 hetlroiHiis, many kitclic n^UIper living 

mithuilding.s roorn. outbid Id hi |5 and [>o£ik 


UK: 0871 7174109 
France; +33(0)6 07 80 06 2 1 
infoCaJe-bonheur.com 


www.myfrendiproperty.coni 
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When browsing French properties in magazines or on the 
internet, it's hard not to be drawn to old ruins, barns and 
dilapidated properties buried in beautiful countryside or 
nestling on the edge of villages. Many people dream of 
taking on such affordable properties and restoring them 
to their former glory. But what is the real cost? And 
what are the pitfalls of such an adventurous move? 

CiHian Harvey talks to four couples who 
rose to the challenge 
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Couple time 

Name: Sue and Rik Newell 
Location: Le Bois de Messe 
Department: Deux-Sevres 
Region: Poitou-Cha rentes 
When Sue and Rik Newell {above) 
first started looking at property in 
France, it was with the aim of 
purchasing a holiday home. "We sold our house in Suffolk 
in 2006 and released some equity, so we thought: 'Why not 
buy a holiday property?'" says Sue. With so many affordable 
properties across the Channel, they decided to make France 
their permanent home. 

The couple bought their first French property in July the 
same year, in the village of Gouex in Poitou-Charentes, on the 
River Vienne. "We moved into a farmhouse, which we restored, 
and started our business La Deuxieme Chance, selling paint," 
explains 56-year-old Sue, a former teaching assistant. "But it was 
a little remote, which wasn't good for trade and we wanted a 
new project." 

In 201 3, the Newells had an opportunity to buy a small 
high-street shop in nearby Couhe. However, this transaction fell 
through. "We were so disappointed," says 58-year-old Rik, who 
previously worked in retail, "but then some friends, who live 
locally, told us about our current property." 

Although the property in Le Bois-de-Messe was next to 
Couhe, it was in a better location for trade, but required a lot of 
work to make it habitable, let alone desirable. "The property 
had been downgraded to a ruin," explains Sue. "It had been 
empty for about 1 2 years, and repossessed by the ma/r/e. There 
were two properties - a main house and a small cottage, but 
neither had roofs - you could see the snow falling from the sky 
from the inside of the property!" 

Despite the dilapidated state of the property, in 
March 201 3 the couple moved in - living initially in 
the utility room. "The utility room was the only one 
with a roof" explains Sue. "We crammed in our 
double bed, and it already had a sink, cooker, and a 
heater - it was as large as a caravan!" 

Although they only possessed basic DIY skills, the 
couple threw themselves in at the deep end when it 
came to the renovation process, tackling the work 
themselves. "We even salvaged and renovated some 
of the original furniture to keep costs down; we 


recycled materials and items from neighbours." 

As for advice for others, the couple feel that strict budgeting 
is key. By sticking to their budget, they managed to renovate 
both the main property and the little cottage, which now 
houses their expanding paint business, and provides the ideal 
venue for Sue's furniture-painting classes. 

However, the timeframe the couple set themselves turned 
out to be a little unrealistic: "Structurally, it took far longer than 
the six months we'd had in mind," admits Sue. "In fact, it was 
probably about two years before everything was completed in 
February this year." 
wwwJadeuxiemechancexom 


This page, below: 

the property before 
renovations began 
This page, above: 
Sue and Rik's home 
looks great after all 
their hard work 


“The utility room was the 
only one with a roof- it was 
as large as a caravan!” 
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Family home 

Name: Mandie and Badger 
Davis, with daughters India 
and Willow 

Location: near Cognac 
Department: Charente 
Region: Poitou-Charentes 
Former army officer Badger and his wife Mandie {below, right) 
were often apart, with Badger spending six months of the year 
on operations - this meant he missed important family events, 
including his now 1 7-year-old daughter India's first four 
birthdays. When now 12-year-old daughter Willow was born, 
the couple knew they needed more family time. 

Having taken a holiday at a friend's house near Cognac, the 
couple, both 47, felt they had discovered the secret of a good 
life. "We swapped income for time and dived in," says Mandie. 
As a result. Badger retired from military service at the age of 36, 
and they moved to their current property, Bois Blanc, near 
Cognac, in April 2005. The property consisted of a derelict main 
house with open barn attached, plus a ruined cottage. Like 
many expats, the couple hoped to renovate the smaller 
buildings into holiday apartments to provide an income. 

"It was a difficult time, financially," recalls Mandie. "Luckily, 
Badger is excellent at planning; we managed to live off his 
small army pension and keep the renovation money separate." 


Sensibly, the couple began to renovate 
the holiday let before their own property. 

"The priority was to get an income 
stream as soon as possible," she explains. 

The couple opted for solar panels, 
which heat the water at the property. "It 
saves us so much money," says Badger. 

"They've already paid for themselves." 

A substantial amount was also saved as the resourceful pair 
completed around 70% of the work themselves. "We used 
tradesmen when it came to electrics or plumbing, as that all 
needs to be signed off. And for structural work, we used a 
mason, for insurance and peace of mind," Badger explains. 

However, once the renovation was completed, life dealt 
them a surprising twist. "India decided she wanted to study law, 
and felt she needed to go to school in the UK," says Mandie. "So 
I'm now living in the UK with the girls, and Badger is full-time in 
France. But Bois Blanc is my home. I come over every summer, 
and we see each other as often as we can." 

Their property is located at the end of a track with nothing 
but vines as far as the eye can see. "The first thing guests say 
when they arrive is: 'It's so peaceful!"' says Badger. " 

As for advice, the couple have many practical suggestions. 
"Stick very strictly to budget, and make sure you have a 
separate amount to live on," suggests Mandie. "Get to know 
your local planning officer, if it's a big project," adds Badger, "as it 
really makes life easier. We were fortunate with our very 
modern glass wall on the barn, because we didn't need to 
change the structure of the building. You also need to be 
very practical; the old buildings are quite simple to keep in 
good condition - but you have to be capable of doing it." a&f 
www,boisblancnet 
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invaluable, and Twitter is useful, too: "I think we generated 
about 50% of bookings over Twitter this year," says Honor. 

Life in France has been a wonderful change for the family. 
"We love it here," says Honor. "There's more time for family life, 
trying new things and living an outdoor lifestyle." 

The couple recommend thorough investigation into any 
artisans you might need to use. "We were always on-site, doing 
the work ourselves," explains Simon. "But we know people who 
have allowed artisans to work in their absence. You really need 
to have someone to oversee the work. Personally, I would have 
hired a project manager if we hadn't been doing it ourselves, 
having met people who have encountered problems." 
www,maisondelarochexom 
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“The gites were our priority. 
It always felt like we were 
camping though!” 
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Holiday ^tes 

Name: Honor Marks and Simon 
Woods, with daughter Holly 
Location: Ferrals-les-Corbieres 
Department: Aude 
Region: Languedoc-Roussillon 
When Honor and Simon {pictured, 
above) moved to France in 2007 
with their daughter Holly, then aged four, they swapped life in 
Battersea for a rental while they looked for a renovation project 
- though it didn't take them long to find their dream home. 

"We had four months on our contract before we had to 
move out, and so we hunted day and night for our ideal 
property," says 50-year-old Honor, who had worked as an IT 
recruitment consultant. "Within weeks we found an old, 
forgotten and unloved farmhouse with barns and unkempt 
gardens, dead birds and old posters all over the walls. It was a 
mess, but we could see through that." 

With a tight budget, 45-year-old builder and carpenter 
Simon did most of the renovation himself Though his work 
had seen him carry out renovation projects for clients, it was 
the first time he and Honor had taken on a complete 
renovation for themselves. "We lived with the house as it was," 
he says, "and concentrated on renovating the barns into gites." 

"Although the house was in a state, and never felt clean 
despite my bleaching everything, the gites were our priority. It 
always felt like we were camping though!"admits Honor. 

For Simon, carrying out extensive renovations was far from 
easy. "We've saved €1 00,000s because Simon did the work 
himself, but it was the only choice we had," explains Honor. 
"Things are different here - building techniques and materials. 
We brought our kitchen and bathroom furniture over from the 
UK because it was cheaper. It was a big risk, but luckily we 
managed to get it right." 

The couple also saved money by sourcing 
furnishings from vide-grenier attic sales. "We've 
certainly learnt to be resourceful," says Honor. "And 
the house is only just finished now." 

Luckily for the couple, the gites have proved 
popular. "We finished the first gite in March 2009 and 
the second in July the same year," says Honor. "The first 
one was only really complete about 1 5 minutes before 
the first guests arrived!" 

Having a presence on the internet has proven 
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Farmhouse dream 

Name: Bruce and 
Sarn Roberts 
Location: Les Cars 
Department: Haute-Vienne 
Region: Limousin 
Having fallen in love with 
France in 2007 when attending a friend's wedding in 
Dordogne, Bruce and Sarn Roberts {below right) made the 
move across the Channel from Shalford in Essex in March 2008. 
They found their perfect property, located on the outskirts of 
Les Cars in Haute-Vienne, after an extensive search that started 
in the south of France. "We just couldn't find a property that felt 
'just right,"' explains 60-year-old Bruce. 

"Someone recommended the Limoges area to us, because 
it's so beautiful. We looked at 50 properties in the area, and 
finally found our dream home," says Bruce, who retired from his 
job as a police detective before the move. 

Although the property itself - which consists of a 
farmhouse, together with two conjoined barns, vacant since 
1 970 - needed extensive work, it was the sweeping panorama 
that encouraged the couple to take the plunge. "The view is 
stunning," says 62-year-old Sarn, a former teaching assistant. 
"We're right on the outskirts of Les Cars, completely surrounded 
by fields. That said, we're not too isolated. Limoges is only 25 


minutes away, and Les Cars itself is only a 
five-minute drive." 

Interestingly, when the couple 
consulted a structural engineer about 
renovating the farmhouse, he had 
another recommendation. "The barn 
was in excellent structural condition, 
and he said we were far better off 
starting with a blank canvas," explains Bruce. 

As the property was more than 1 73m^, the couple needed 
to use an architect. "He worked out where the windows were 
going to go, but left the interior up to us," says Bruce. "I wanted 
to use French methods as much as I could, so went to a DIY 
shop, bought French renovation books and studied them." 

Bruce and Sarn also found that local tradesmen were really 
helpful in the process. "One of the lads who came to install our 
septic tank was a stonemason," explains Bruce. "He advised me 
to put my first window in while he was there, so he could 
watch me and make sure I was doing it properly." 

Impressively, other than installing the septic tank and 
restoring the roof, the couple carried out the majority of the 
work themselves. Their perseverance has paid off: four years on 
the property is complete. However, they have well and truly 
caught the 'renovation bug' now, and are aiming to take on a 
brand new project. 

As for advice to others, Bruce and Sarn recommend careful 
planning. "We engaged the structural engineer before signing 
the paperwork," says Bruce. "And budgeted carefully. Luckily my 
father was an architect and is very experienced, having 
renovated several properties in Australia, so he gave me a lot of 
advice. He also taught me many skills when I was younger." 0 
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townhouse in Brittany 


dream in France was just too compelling. 

Our first decision was where and what, like most Brits following this dream. 
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The best piece of advice 
we were^en was have 
a budget and stick to it 

We looked for derelict barns or farmhouses with a couple of 
acres of land, as the idea of raising chickens and lambs, 
growing our own vegetables and living off the land was just 
so appealing. We had no idea just how big France was, or 
about the reality of owning a lot of land! 

The first big decision we had to make was which part of 
France to choose. This aspect is so important. We were 
expecting a grandchild at the time of the move, and I 
needed to know that I could get back easily to visit, as I 
didn’t want my grandchildren growing up and only seeing 
me in photographs. For this reason, we decided to 
concentrate on Brittany, as we found you could, and still 
can, pick up a real property bargain in this part of France. 

At this point we were still looking for country properties. 
We made the list of what we were looking for, and sent it to 
a number of estate agents. Soon our first viewing trip was 
booked and we set off full of enthusiasm. It turned out, 
however, that this was our first big mistake. I thought I had 




been quite clear about what we were looking for, but we 
were shovm properties that were not much more than mud 
huts; properties the estate agents had photographed years 
before and which now could not be found in the 
undergrowth; properties with the land not attached; 
cleverly photographed properties that did not show the 
adjacent main road. 

We were not disillusioned, we just realised the list of 
what we didn’t want was actually more important than the 
list of what we did want. 

I also realised that specifying ‘no near neighbours’ really 
meant isolated in rural France, and anyway after meeting 
friends who had done the whole ‘living-off-the-land’ thing, 
it davmed on me that I wouldn’t be able to eat the chickens 
or lambs I’d reared myself, and I didn’t have the 
commitment to tend vegetables every day, as there is so 
much work involved. 

As we planned to sell after we had renovated, we also 
realised that if a property had been on the market for many 
years, why would it sell after a renovation? There are so 
many rural properties available. 

With our new discoveries in mind, we planned our next 
trip based on slightly different criteria. We decided we still 
wanted some land, but not acres. It is so easy to become 
land-greedy when you buy in rural France, as it’s possible to 
have acres for very little extra money. We had to be realistic, 
however. We planned to renovate, and we wouldn’t have 
the time to manage land as well. 

We also needed to be sure that a property would sell and 
wouldn’t be on the market for years. This is the most 
important aspect to consider, if you are hoping to do a 
renovation project and plan to sell it afterwards. Other 
considerations for anyone thinking of doing what we’ve 
done are: how long do properties in your chosen area take 
to sell? Is your chosen property in an area that will sell? How 
much will it cost to renovate? Will your budget stretch? And 
if it doesn’t sell quickly, how will you survive in France? 

Armed with our new search criteria, we found the area 
that we wanted within easy distance of the ferry port, 
where there were a number of tourist attractions, as well as 
bars, restaurants and shops. It felt like somewhere we 
wanted to live. 

We still didn’t find the right house though, until I 
spotted something entirely different; a derelict town house 
in Huelgoat, on the main road, and terraced to boot. 

It couldn’t have been more different from what we were 
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looking for, but it had everything we required, as it was 
cheap, needed complete renovation and had a fantastic- 
sized garden. It was also in a small bustling town with many 
tourist attractions, and the resale price of properties in the 
town was good. We looked at each other and both agreed: 
this is the one. We put in an offer there and then, and it was 
all systems go. Our dream home had very little of our 
original search criteria, but it was perfect. 

We had a set amount of money to spend on the property, 
and we knew the budget had to be very clear, as we didn’t 
have an income from anywhere else and there was no 
emergency contingency fund. 

We didn’t have the funds to be able to rent, so we had to 
live in the renovation as we were doing it. This is where 
reality really set in. The romantic vision of living in a 
renovation project is very different to what it’s really like. In 
our case there was no indoor toilet, shower or usable 
kitchen; we had no electricity, and there were floors, doors 
and windows missing. The place was filthy and plants were 
growing in the house. We were lucky that the attic was in a 
reasonable condition and we were able to live on that floor. 

I don’t want to sound negative, but living in one room 
with no basic facilities is not romantic at all. We had garden 
solar lights dotted around the house, which we discovered 
we were sharing with feral cats. In circumstances like this, 
you need to have a very strong relationship to survive as 
there is no escape. 

We were lucky that John had the skills to do the work 
required. If we’d had to have paid for the building work, the 
project would’ve ended up costing more than the house 
would’ve been worth. 


The project took approximately l8 months from start to 
finish, and most of that time I spent cleaning and living 
among piles of rubble, but we did finish the renovation. 

The place looked amazing by the end, and we spent a 
year running it as a successful B&B, which meant we’d 
achieved all our dreams and then some more. The property 
came in under our budget and we sold very quickly. Again, 
the location was so important. There were so many country 
properties on the market but that meant town houses of the 
quality and size we were offering were much rarer. 

So, can you still renovate in France and make a profit? 
We found the answer was yes, as long as you buy the right 
property in the right location, and most importantly look at 
the market for renovated properties, as you are unlikely to 
achieve above the ceiling price for your chosen area 

The best piece of advice we were given was: “Don’t put 
gold taps on it; you won’t get it back.” By that I mean have a 
budget and stick to it, and remember that if this isn’t your 
forever home, don’t go overboard on expensive finishes and 
personal touches. Now we have sold and we are in that 
wonderful position of deciding what to do next. We love 
France and have had an amazing time here, but life is short 
and there are so many other countries we would like to visit 
before we settle in our ‘forever’ home. 

We are seriously considering finding out if we can 
do the same in Spain and then possibly Portugal, before 
we decide which country to settle in. John wants to 
build the last house from scratch and there is so much 
land available here in Brittany. Maybe one day we’ll have 
time to own that small-holding and live off the land; the 
original French dream. 0 
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A LA MAISON 

This month: How a renovation project in Charente became stylish home and gites business; 
try a recipe for sole meuniere; wines to match and gardening in France 



An elegant bedside lamp casts a welcoming glow over the smooth cream 
walls and calm colour palette of one of the guest rooms at The Courtyard, 
home to Stephanie and Charlie May and their young son Finn. Now a chic 
bolt-hole for the family and their guests, the Charente property took three 
years of hard work and many trips to local brocantes to transform it from a 
former priory to the stylish and characterful home it is now. 


Read on for more on how the Mays transformed their property 
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charente holiday gites renovation 


STYLE AND 
SUBSTANCE 

Renovation work and interior design have been 
effortlessly blended by one expat couple in Charente, 
who have turned religious ruins into a thriving holiday 
accommodation business, says Scheenagh Harrington 


trM 
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F or hundreds of years, the Prieure de 
Sainte Catherine des Champs, near 
the town of Jarnac in Charente, was a 
place where weary travellers and 
pilgrims could rest and renew mind, body and 
soul. Today it is known as The Courtyard, and is 
home to Londoners Stephanie and Charlie May 
who renovated the priory ruins to create a 
successful holiday accommodation business. 

When they were living in the UK, Stephanie 
was a busy criminal defence barrister, out of the 
house at 7.30am every morning to deal with 
young offenders who had been involved in 
serious crimes. Charlie was - and still is - an 
in-demand carpenter and project manager, 
working all around the UK and France. 

They were keen to give their young son. 




Centuries later it became a farm, 
then the buildings passed into 
private hands before, rather 
sadly, ending up falling into ruin. 

Stephanie recalls the buying 
process with clarity. "We said: 

'Yeah, why not?' I sold a flat in 

London and bought it in 2007, and that was it." 

Renovation work began on The Courtyard 
almost straightaway, with 46-year-old Charlie 
focusing first on renovating the small cottage 
that was part ofThe Courtyard's complex. 

Although Charlie and Stephanie were eager 
to make The Courtyard somewhere they could 
live comfortably as a family, they also both 
fought hard to hang onto much of what 
remained of the original buildings. 





The property was an absolute 
ruin, hut it just had such a 
lovely feeling about it” 


Finn, a different life and were looking to find it 
abroad. So, when two friends, who happened to 
run an estate agency in France, told them to 
come and look over some properties in the area, 
they jumped at the chance. 

The Courtyard, home to the old priory's 
kitchens, bread ovens and potoger vegetable 
garden, was first on the list, and it was love at 
first sight for the couple. 

"The property was an absolute ruin," says 
46-year-old Stephanie, "but it had just such a 
lovely feeling about it. Most of the buildings 
date back to the year after the French 
Revolution but it's been here since the 1600s." 

In its 1 7th-century heyday, The Courtyard 
was where visiting pilgrims would have lodged. 


It's with no small hint of pride in her voice 
that Stephanie declares: "Every single tile on the 
roofs of the barns is an original tile that's been 
taken off and washed and put back on. Every 
single one," she emphasises. 

She goes on to say how Charlie, in his 
eagerness to use French oak - a very expensive 
material - patiently hand-carved 56 pins that 
would hold the joints and trusses of the beams 
together in a neat fashion. 

Even beams that couldn't be salvaged 
were given a new lease of life inside the newly 
created gites. "We've been able to keep joints 
that have been carved as pieces of art for the 
gites," Stephanie says. "I just stood them in 
prominent places and people say to me: 'Oh 


young son Finn 


my goodness, who did that carving? It's a 
beautiful sculpture!', and I say 'It's not a beautiful 
sculpture, it's an old piece of beam that I've 
hung onto because I liked it!' 

Making the most of the natural beauty at 
her disposal was a conscious decision when it 
came to the interiors. For a space that once 
had religious overtones, there's not a hint of 
solemnity or austerity - quite the opposite, in 
fact, as Stephanie explains. 

"The colour of the stone lends itself to things 
being light and bright,"she says. "You don't have 
to do much to be able to take advantage of 
that, for it to enhance everything. I think the 
light here in the Charente is special; we've got 
such lovely big skies." 

While light has played a large part in the look 
and feel ofThe Courtyard, instinct has been a 
major factor too, and Stephanie is not a woman 
to be rushed into making a decision. 

"So many times and at so many turns here, 
we've been at an impasse where we've not 
been able to agree or it just hasn't felt right. And 
we've just hung on a bit and the solution just 
presented itself" 

She recounts the tales of the huge window 
in one of the gites, originally an opening with a 
metal sliding door, which they eventually 
decided to turn into a window, allowing them 
to preserve the original lintel; and the doorway 
into the property, which is bigger than the 
average entrance, and gave Charlie the 
opportunity to hand-make oak doors to fit. 

"I don't like it when you have a beautiful barn 
and you have all little identical doorways that 
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when it comes to the interiors, 
the couple’s deft touch is as in 
evidence as it is in the exterior 


have been created to fit off-the-shelf doors," 
Stephanie insists. "We made doors to fit our 
spaces in solid oak, so they're very heavy and 
very beautiful." 

Although a member of the Institute of 
Carpenters in the UK, Charlie needed help from 
other craftsmen to get through the work 
involved. Stephanie recalls how he turned to 
both French and English-registered artisans 
- particularly a local mason to help with the 
stonework - and an electrician, and wryly 
remembers endless trips to DIY stores in 
France and the UK. 

Over the next three years, the couple pulled 
out all the stops to breathe new life into The 
Courtyard. "Charlie worked between here and 
England, and I carried on what I was doing - 
working as a barrister in the UK," says Stephanie, 
"So he got some of it done by the time we 
moved in July 2010. The house was almost there 
and one cottage was done. We moved into the 
cottage while he finished the main house, then 
he did the other two gites." 

Those two gites were christened Chez 
Aristide and Chez Coco, while the cottage was 
given the name Maison Cachee (!cache(e)' 
means 'hidden' in French), after it was 'discovered' 
with the help of a family friend, who finally got 
to the bottom of a mystery door, high up in a 
wall that had - until then - baffled the Mays. 

"When we first moved in, we could see there 
was a door in the wall that we couldn't work 
out; it was up above." remembers Stephanie. "We 
were asking 'where the heck was that inside?'. 

We couldn't find it. The end cottage was 
originally a rat-infested storeroom, but it did 


have a staircase going up. 

"Charlie was here with a very dear old friend 
of ours, and he took a sledgehammer to this 
wall and knocked through, immediately finding 
the solution to this door. The master bedroom of 
Maison Cachee is now that room." 

Chez Aristide and Chez Coco got their 
names following an impromptu visit from an 
elderly gentleman one day, who turned up 
while Stephanie was in the garden. She recalls 
how this complete stranger had revealed that: 
"His grandparents - Aristide and Coco - had 
once owned the place and he had spent every 
summer here from the age of seven to 1 8 with 
his brother. They were packed off on a train and 
picked up by their granny, who walked them all 
the way here." 

The pensioner whiled away the afternoon 
reminiscing with Stephanie, explaining what all 
the buildings had previously been used for. "He 
solved lots of problems we couldn't work out 
about how the layout of the house worked 
because there was no upper floor," she reveals. 

"He said it had broken his heart to see the 
house falling down and the roof coming off and 
the gates falling off, and it was just so lovely to 
see it coming back to life." 

All their hard work and attention to detail 
paid off In summer 201 4, The Courtyard opened 
for business. Although much of the restoration 
has been as faithful as possible, that doesn't 
extend to the beds. Guests are met with 
king-sized beds topped with - at Stephanie's 
insistence - good quality mattresses in the 
bedrooms, set out alongside uncluttered living 
spaces, while elsewhere practical kitchens are 


stocked with family-friendly equipment such as 
washing machines, dishwashers and high chairs. 
"It's about making sure the things people need 
are there,"she insists, "so we help people achieve 
the object of the exercise: to have a rest." 

And, when it comes to interiors of the 
property, the Mays' deft touch is as in evidence 
here as it is in The Courtyard's exterior. Solid, 
thick French furniture is complemented by, "bits 
of old iron, old hinges and things that we've 
found. We've hung them on the backs of doors 
and stood them on windowsills". 

Meanwhile, the walls are a gallery all their 
own. "All of the artworks in the gites are original; 
things bought at brocantes and what have you," 
says Stephanie. "Really nice pieces of artwork. 

I'm not going to buy reproduction or a print. 

If I find something I like. I'll buy it, regardless of 
who it's by. Charlie and I have a rule: whenever 
we go on holiday, we buy a painting but we 
both have to like it. There's one in the kitchen 
which I got in Arcachon." 

Stephanie is surrounded by "stacks" of local 
brocantes and antiques stores and has taken 
advantage of them to pick up pieces including a 
sideboard and chairs (which she then had 
re-covered), though she admits to being 
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Turn to page 66 for expert advice from Charlie 


These pages, clockwise from far left: 

the family home; Chez Aristide's kitchen space; 
the living area inside Chez Coco; an outdoor 
spot; the swimming pool 


selective about what furniture she buys. 

'Tm not a shopaholic and I do try and keep 
the gites uncluttered. If I see something and I 
know it's absolutely right," she says, "I will buy it 
there and then, because I'm quite clear in my 
head about things that are going to work." 

That belief extends to creating romantic 
window openings, leaving blocked-up 
doorways that lead nowhere and filling in a 
huge hole that had been specifically dug for a 
swimming pool and moving it to another side 
of the building instead. 

The Courtyard demanded a way of working 
that saw renovation and interior design blur to 
the point of being almost indistinguishable. It 
may raise more conventional eyebrows, but it 
comes as naturally to the Mays as breathing. 
Stephanie explains: "You wouldn't think that 
being a barrister was hugely transferable skill in 
the sense of jointly project managing a build, 
but in fact there are lots of aspects of that which 
are very useful. Because of what I did before. I'm 
good at listening without interrupting. I'm good 
at shutting up and sitting back without feeling 
the need to make a decision, just waiting for the 
information to come together. Charlie sees that 
and then he's the one who makes it all happen." 

Thanks to them, The Courtyard will be 
helping weary travellers rest mind, body 
and soul for many years to come. @ 
www.thecourtyarcl.fr 
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Flavours of France 

SOLE MEUNIIrE 



As summer fades into autumn, remember those hazy days with 
this simple lunch and a delicious glass of wine to match ’i 


BISTRO CLASSICS 


Serves 2 


minutes, stirring half way through until the potatoes are evenly browned 
and the garlic softened. Keep warm. 

2 Dust the sole lightly with the flour on both sides. Heat the oil in a large 
frying pan, add the fish and fry over a medium heat for 2 minutes until 
golden. Carefully flip the fish over using a fish slice and fry for a further 2 
minutes until cooked through. Transfer to a large, warmed platter and set 
aside. Wipe the frying pan clean and return to the heat. 

3 Add the butter to the pan and heat gently until it starts to turn a light 
golden brown. Add the lemon juice and capers and simmer gently for 1 
minute. Stir in the herbs and return the fish to the pan, spooning the juices 
over the fish and warm through briefly. 

4 Serve the sole and sauce with the roasted potatoes and garlic and some 
freshly steamed French beans. 


• 2 Dover or lemon sole, skinned 

• 2 tbsp plain flour 

• 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

• 50g butter 
•juice ofy 2 lemon 

• 2 tbsp capers, drained and washed 

• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh herbs, 
such as basil, chives and parsley 


Garlic roasted potatoes 

• 500g potatoes such as King 
Edwards 

• y 2 head garlic, cloves separated but 
left unpeeled 

• 1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

• salt and pepper 


1 Preheat the oven to 200°C/1 80°C fan, and line a roasting tin with baking 
paper. Cut the potatoes into wedges and place in the prepared tin with the 
garlic cloves, oil and a little salt and pepper. Toss well and roast for 35-40 


flavours offrance 


THIS MONTH: So/e meuniere 


I 


Louise Pickford suggests the perfect light lunch 


This pan-fried fish served in a golden and 
nutty butter sauce is perfectly balanced by a 
squeeze of lemon juice, capers and herbs 


T here are many different reasons why 
people are attracted to, fall in love 
with, and ultimately move to France. 
It might be the draw of the sunshine in 
southern regions or the less populated 
countryside and roads. Or it may well be 
French food and wine embedded in our 
memories from many enjoyable summer 
holidays: long, lazy lunches with a glass or 
two of local wine, and a simple dish enjoyed 
under the shade of a tree or overlooking a 
harbour dotted with fishing boats. 

One such dish is sole meuniere; this 
pan-fried fish served in a golden and nutty 
butter sauce, is perfectly balanced by a 
squeeze of lemon juice, lightly salty capers 
and a swirl of fresh herbs. It was this dish, 
sole meuniere, that the celebrated American 
food writer Julia Child wrote about in her 
book. My Life in France, when her husband 
ordered it in a restaurant in Rouen in 
northern France. “I closed my eyes and 
inhaled the rising perfume”, she recounts. 
“Then I lifted a forkful of fish to my mouth, 
took a bite, and chewed softly. The flesh of 


the sole was delicate, with a light but 
distinct taste of the ocean that blended 
marvellously with the browned butter. I 
chewed slowly and swallowed. It was a 
morsel of perfection.” High praise indeed. 

Sole is a flatfish found in the waters of the 
Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea. It 
prefers slightly warmer conditions in 
shallow waters where it inhabits the sandy 
or muddy seabed. Within the species, there 
are several types of sole; Dover, lemon and 
black sole, but of the three it is the Dover 
sole - so called because of its association 
with the seaport where it was commonly 
landed in the 19th century - that is most 
prized by chefs for its sweet flesh, versatility 
and ease of filleting. It remains firm as it 
cooks, making it easy to flip over in the pan. 
I like to use Dover sole for those same 
reasons, but it isn’t essential, as lemon sole 


works equally well, and in fact plaice also 
makes a good and possibly cheaper substitute. 

Be sure to buy the best ingredients you can: 
creamy Normandy butter, unwaxed lemons 
and baby capers preserved in salt, which have 
a better flavour and texture. Most importantly, 
though, is the sole itself, so buy the freshest 
fish you can find - check that it looks wet and 
glossy and the eyes are clear and sharp, not 
dull or grey, for the best possible result. 


Louise Pickford is a food writer and stylist 
' with more than 25 cookbooks to her name, 

i She lives in Charente with her food and 

lifestyle photographer husband Ian Wallace. 


ON THE MENU NEXT MONTH... 

... IT'S BABAAU RHUM 

Read about the origins of this deiicious sweet treat, 
and iearn how to recreate your own at home. 



What to drink... 

Richard Hemming suggests three wines to accompany sole meuniere 


ole is the fishy equivalent of a blank canvas, opening up all sorts of wine 
matching possibilities. This fits in nicely with my own wine and food 
pairing philosophy, which is to be as liberal and permissive as possible. 

The chances are that most of the food and wine matches you'll try will 
work perfectly well. Occasionally you'll get a clash, and sometimes you'll get 
something transcendent - but with everyone's taste preferences differing, it's 
impossible to get it right every time. 

Anyway, back to the sole. I've picked three very different styles of wine, all 
of which will work well for rather different reasons. If you normally like crisp, 
zingy whites such as Sauvignon Blanc, then go for the Muscadet. This French 


classic is criminally underrated at the moment, especially because this 
wine-producing area is working hard on improving quality, and is introducing 
a cru system to highlight the best vineyards, similar to Alsace and Burgundy. 

If you prefer fuller whites, then the powerful Viognier is the one for you. 
This variety has been tipped for the top for years, but hasn't yet broken into 
the mainstream. It originates from the Rhone Valley, but this example comes 
from the heartland of great value wine in France: Languedoc-Roussillon. 

Finally, if you prefer reds - well, the rose is as close as you're going to get 
this month. I'm afraid! The one I've chosen is a delicate style, but I reckon it's a 
real crowd pleaser, with plenty of pure red berry fruit character. 

Mirabeau, Rose 2014 Cotes 
de Provence 

(£9.29 Woitrose) 

Dry, delicate, pale and 
sophisticated, Provence rose is 
royalty among pink wine. 

Mirabeau was founded by British 
expat Stephen Cronk and he's 
showing the locals how it should 
be done, making light, refreshing, 
subtle and fragrant wines - a 
canny match with almost any kind offish, 
including Louise's sole meuniere dish. 


M Taste the Difference 

H Muscadet de Sevre et Maine 

H 20^4 (£7 Sainsburys) 

Muscadet is a stone cold classic 
to drink alongside seafood. I love 
it - salty and crisp with citrus and 
HH apple fruit that has a lovely 

savoury smack to the palate. 
Furthermore, 2014 is a great 
vintage for Loire whites such as 
Muscadet, creating wines with 
concentration and purity. Make sure it's served 
very cold for maximum impact. 






will provide a 
capers in this 


Domaine de Vedilhan Serica 
Viognier 201 3 f£9.95 
winetrust 7 OO.co. uk) 

This grape variety is full of peachy, 
floral flavour delivered with gusto. 
It's always distinctive, but can often 
be quite crude and over the top. 
Finding a good example for less 
than £20 is quite difficult, so this is a 
brilliant buy at under £1 0. It's not a 
traditional match with fish, but it 
great foil to the potency of the 
recipe. 


I 
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Ala maison 


A\/ar\t gardening 

The 18th-century gardens of Chateau de Champs-sur-Marne is Sue Bradley 's 
horticultural pick this month, while at home the call of autumn bounty beckons 



T he Chateau de Champs-sur- 
Marne is renowned as one of 
the finest examples of 
neoclassical architecture in the 
ile-de-France region. 

Situated i8km east of Paris, the property 
was created at the beginning of the i8th 
century by the architect Jean-Baptiste Bullet 
de Chamblain to provide a country retreat of 
the financier Paul Poisson de Borvallais. 

The original design for the formal gardens 
was by Claude Desgots, a relative of Louis 
XIV’s principal gardener Andre Le Notre, and 
subsequently his son-in-law Jean Charles 
Gamier dTsle. A plan from 1727 shows how 
the layout was based around a longitudinal 
axis and, despite subsequent changes to the 
grounds by successive owners, this 
fundamental idea remains. 


In 1895, the chateau was acquired by the 
banker Louis Cahen dAnvers, a noted 
enthusiast of the 18th century, who brought 
in the French gardens expert Henri Duchene 
to restore and modernise its grounds. 

Today the garden retains its neoclassical 
ideals of beauty, restraint and harmony with 
a design based around an 865m avenue, at 
the end of which lies a large circular pool and 
a nine-metre stone statue of The Horses of 
Apollo, a copy of the original at Versailles. 

Immediately in front of the chateau is an 
eye-catching parterre that uses clipped box 
and stone chippings to imitate the patterns of 
an oriental carpet. 

Beyond this ‘embroidery’ of foliage lies a 
circular mirror pool adorned with a lead 
sculpture of the nymph Scylla, while lying 
either side of it are flowerbeds featuring 


pathways in the shape of crosses, the 
middles of which are dominated by 
sculptures of the Belvedere Apollo and Diana 
of Versailles. 

Other features that enhance the garden’s 
overall impression of symmetry are two 
copses with pathways arranged like the 
union flag and a pair of meadows bordered 
by trees. 

Visitors will also find a 16th-century 
baptismal font adorned with portraits of 
pontiffs and angel musicians and situated 
close to busts of ancient philosophers and 
statues of Flora and a young hunter, an 
orangery, a vegetable garden and a 
picturesque ‘lady’s salon’ complete with 
busts symbolising the seasons and statues of 
Apollo and Mercury. 
www.monuments-nationauxjr 


THINGS TO DO IN THE GARDEN THIS MONTH 


I Rake up fallen leaves 
and turn them into a 
valuable soil conditioner by 
heaping into a wire cage or 
piling into black plastic 


bags that have been 
pierced with a garden fork. 
Leave for up to two years 
and dig the resulting leaf 
mould into the soil. 


2 Make new plants 

to enjoy later in the 
year, by dividing up 
herbaceous perennials 
and rhubarb crowns. 


3 Harvest tree fruit 

such as apples, pears 
and nuts, and store 
blemish-free produce in a 
cool, dark place. 


4 Trim lawns ahead of 
winter. Preparing 
grassy surfaces now will 
save you time and effort 
in the long-term. 
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PEARS 

The pear is a fruit beloved on both sides of the Channel. It can be 
eaten fresh, either on its own or teamed with cheese; used as the 
basis for culinary classics such as pear and frangipane tart in a golden 
pastry crust, or preserved in bottles of syrup to enjoy later in the year. 
Pears also form the basis of a number of alcoholic drinks, including 
cider, perry and spirits. 

Many pears now commonplace in the UK were developed by 
French growers, most notably the succulent 'Doyenne du Cornice', 
although the British-bred 'Conference' is also popular. 

Pears are easy to grow, whether as trees, espaliers or in containers, 
and, once established, don't need much in the way of care. 

Plant them in a sunny but sheltered spot, away from frost pockets, 
in rich, deep and well-drained soil. Winter is the best time for potted 
trees while anytime from autumn to spring is recommended for 
bare-rooted specimens. 

Once established, give pears a good helping of manure or a 
proprietary fertiliser in spring, and make sure to prune annually in 
order to ensure a good crop. 

Pick pears in the autumn just before they're fully ripe and watch 
out for pests and diseases, making sure any affected foliage and fruit 
is removed as soon as possible. 


My French garden 

Rosie Hill, her husband Simon and their two sons, moved from Kent to the countryside 
in Calvados in 2007 where they set up an environmentally friendly home and gite. 
They share tales from their smallholding on their blog 


grow in the UK grows well here. 
However, I have found that 
blight is a problem so tomatoes 
have to stay in the polytunnel 
and potatoes must be 
harvested early. Soft fruit seems 
to do very well here in Calvados 
and my rhubarb grows to 
triffid-like proportions! 

What tips would you give to 
someone with a garden in 
your area? 

So many fruits and vegetables 
grow well here so I would 
suggest growing things that are 
difficult to buy locally. Parsnips, 
broad beans and sweetcorn are 
rarely seen in the shops. Also, 
look in the flower section for 
seeds, not the vegetable section 
and expect to pay a lot more 
than in the UK. I now save seeds 
from year to year. 


What was your garden like 
when you first arrived? 

There was an old vegetable 
garden surrounded by large 
hedges but besides some 
rhubarb and an ancient 
redcurrant bush it was just an 
overgrown wilderness. It was 
August when we moved in and 
I was keen to get some 
vegetables planted as soon as 
possible so we decided to start 
again with a new area. I have 
had several allotments in the UK 
but always found having 
to drive to them a 
pain. Having my 
growing area right 
on my doorstep 
was very 
important. 

How have you 
developed it? 

Luckily, one of the first things 


Simon bought when we arrived 
in France was a mini digger so 
he was quickly able to clear a 
patch of grassland and dig out 
the three initial beds. These later 
grew to include a polytunnel, a 
fourth bed and a wildlife pond. 
Beyond the vegetable patch we 
also planted up a small orchard 
and herb garden. Until recently 
the garden was lacking any 
flower beds - when you have 
free-ranging ducks you don't 
tend to have many flowers! 

- but we have fenced off 
the area in front of the 
house so the ducks 
can't get to it and a 
new flower bed is 
taking shape. 

What grows well 
in your particular 
area of France? 

Pretty much anything I could 


What do you enjoy most 
about the garden? 

As you may well have guessed I 
am a vegetable gardener at 
heart and for me, placing a meal 
on the table made from freshly 
grown vegetables harvested 
shortly before eating gives me a 
buzz every time. It makes all the 
hard work and effort of growing 
things so worthwhile. 
www.eco-gites.blog5pot.co.uk 


ARE YOU A 
KEEN GARDENER? 

Email us at eclitorial@livingfrance.com 
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LES PRATIQUES 


Property news 

Whether you're planning your move to France, or are already living there, 
we bring you the latest from the world of French property 






Head to the Med 


O nce the favourite winter retreat of 

European royalty, the French Riviera 
remains popular with both tourists 
and property buyers who are chasing the sun 
and glamour of the Mediterranean coast, a 
new report reveals. 

The latest French Riviera Residential 
Market report from estate agency Savills 
reveals that the French Riviera attracts more 
than 11 million tourists each year, while the 
number of second homes in the Provence- 
Alpes-Cote d’Azur region stands at 17% , 
compared to an average of ii% in the rest of 
France. Given the area’s popularity, property 


here is viewed as a safe investment. 

The enduring appeal of this stretch of 
coastline has been enhanced recently by a 
weak euro which has reduced the price of a 
€2 million property by 12% from £1.65 million 
in June 2014, to £1.44 million in June 2015. 
Add to this the fact that the area did not 
escape the general fall in prices - property 
prices are 9-5% below their 2011 high - and it 
is easy to see why foreign buyers are choosing 
to invest here. 

A second home on the Cote d’Azur is high 
on the list of many ‘ultra-high-net-worth 
individuals’ (UHNWIs), particularly Russian 



' He French p 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Following the decision to 
reduce the number of 
regions in France from 2 
to 13, Prime Minister 
Manuel Vails has revealed 
the cities which will 
become the capitals of 
the new regions. Six 
regions and their 
capitals remain 
untouched {in pink, 
right), and the 
remaining seven new 
regions have been creat^^ 
merging existing borders. Nine cities will lose 
their current status as capital under the new 
system. The final decision will be made in July 
2016 but changes are considered unlikely. 



The latest Notaires de France report indicates 
that property prices across the country may be 
stablising. Apartment prices recorded a slight 
fall of 0.3% in the first quarter of 2015 
compared to the previous three months, while 
house prices rose by 0.1%. The number of 
transactions in the 1 2 months to the end of 
April 2015 is estimated at 702,000. The number 
of departments recording a year-on-year drop 
in prices for apartments fell from 74% to 48% 
and for houses from 56% to 33%. 
www.notaires.fr 


buyers who accounted for 30% of property 
purchases in the area between 2011 and 2014 
and spent an average of €10.8 million. British 
buyers accounted for the most property 
purchases during this period (34%) although 
they spent a lot less, with the average price 
standing at €3-3 million. 

Two hot spots revealed in the report are 
Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat and Saint-Tropez where 
54% and 62% of properties are second homes 
respectively. Both are classed as ‘prime’ and 
‘super-prime’ areas by Savills with property 
prices around €30,000 per square metre. 
www,savills.com 
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property news 



French courts have confirmed the decision made in 
February by the European Court of Justice that the 
practice of levying French social charges of 1 5.5% on 
non-French EU residents when renting or selling their 
French property is illegal. Following the confirmation of 
this ruling by the Conseil d'Etat, France's highest 
administrative court, it is expected that the government 
will start to reimburse those who have already paid 
social charges on the sale or rental of their property, and 
will change its legislation to conform to the EU 
regulations. Claimants have until the end of the second 
year after the charges were paid to make a claim, 
meaning that those who paid social charges in 201 3 



FRANCE PROPERTY SHOP 

Freddy Rueda, of Freddy Rueda SARL, has chosen this 
village house near Saint-Pons-de-Thomieres in Herauit in 
Languedoc-Roussillon as his property pick this month. On 
the market for €121,000, the house is in need of some 
renovation but offers plenty of potential. Full of character, it 
currently comprises a spacious living room with adjoining 
kitchen, two bedrooms and one bathroom but there is 
also an attic that could be converted and an outbuilding 
that could be made into a gite. There is a sunny courtyard 
and garden with space to install a pool and countryside 
views, as well as 3,600m^ of unattached land. 
wwwjealestatelanguedoc.com 



View thousands of 
properties today 


visit 

www.francepropertyshop.com 

Yaur 5S5(3ntiql guide to buying property In Francq 


Don't forget to sign up for the weekly newsletter 


CURRENCY NEWS 


Confident US dollar pushes euro aside 

j. Amir Khan, CFX dealer at Currencies 
I I Direct, highlights the financial trends for 

this month at home and in France 

Now that Greece has reached an agreement that will ensure a 
bailout and keep the country in the eurozone, the relatively weak 
euro has managed to trade in a tight range. 

Business, consumer and economic sentiment seem to be higher 
than ever and, as analysts predicted, the quantitative easing 
measures from Mario Draghi, President of the European Central 
Bank, could bring about a much-needed boost to inflation. In recent 
developments, comments from Germany’s independent economic 
advisers that countries should be able to leave the euro as a “last 
resort” could imply that Greece’s worries are still not over. 

The Syriza party was criticised for plotting to leave the eurozone 
when it was revealed that former finance minister Yanis Varoufakis 
had a blueprint prepared for Greece to run a parallel banking system 
- including a return to the drachma. 

Markets will look for further direction in currency movements, 
as the focus turns to monetary policy in the major economies. With 
the US and the UK having signalled the possibility of interest rate 
rises in the next few quarters respectively, the euro could come 
under sustained pressure. 

The European Central Bank was forced to inject more money 
into the eurozone economy to boost deflationary pressures, so the 
euro weakened in the wake of the Federal Reserve’s Federal Open 
Market Committee meeting on 29 July. This was because the 
Federal Reserve was hawkish and left the exit door open on its 
monetary easing policy, boosting the US dollar and leaving the euro 
with little to do but get out of the greenback’s way. 

July was a rollercoaster of a month for the euro as it touched 
eight-year lows against the pound (the pound-euro pairing touched 
a high of 1.44). Volatility for the near-term seems set to continue - 
and in the euro’s case, things are not looking very bright. Having 
recovered to levels of 1.40 against sterling, the euro has traded in a 
tight range, though the current scenario could just be the calm 
before the storm. 
www,currenciesdirect.coni 

GBP to EUR 

1.4400 

ViJOO 

i.doog 

01 Hit 2015 01A«r20t5 01 Kay 2015 01 JuA 2015 OlJut 2015 01 Auo 

3015 


completefrance.com 


Autumn 2015 Living France 63 






LES PRATIQUES 


Three of a kind 

With the French Riviera remaining popular with overseas buyers (see page 62), 
Emma Rawle picks three properties along the Cote d'Azur 


Nice, 

Alpes-Maritimes 

I This spacious apartment is located in the 
heart of the Carre d’Or area of Nice, just a 
few minutes from the Promenade des 
Anglais and the beach, with easy access to 
the city’s shops and restaurants. Set in a 
secure residence with a caretaker, the 
apartment is on the second floor and boasts 
marble floors, air conditioning and has been 
recently decorated. There is a large entrance 
hall, a spacious living room with French 
windows opening onto a south-facing 
terrace, a separate fully equipped kitchen 
and two bedrooms with a bathroom each. 
www,legget1france,coni 



Valbonne, 

Alpes-Maritimes 

2 This beautiful villa is in a well-placed location 
only minutes from the beautiful historic 
centre of Valbonne with plenty of shops and 
restaurants, and a 20-minute drive from Nice 
airport. The villa faces south and offers four 
bedrooms, a fully equipped kitchen, a study, a 
laundry room, a utility room and a large 
open-plan living and dining room opening out 
onto the sunny garden. Although a short drive 
from the sea the property has a swimming pool 
with a terrace and landscaped grounds including 
palm trees and a driveway, and is secured with 
remote-controlled gates. 
www,spa-properties.com 




Cannes, 

Alpes-Maritimes 

3 As one of the arguably most glamorous resorts on 
the Cote dAzur, Cannes is a favourite with the rich 
and famous especially during its annual film festival. 
This apartment is located on the top floor of a 
sought-after building, boasting private access to a 
94m^ roof terrace with panoramic views of the 
Mediterranean sea. The apartment has three 
bedrooms, two shower rooms, a living room, separate 
kitchen and a balcony overlooking Cannes marina. 
There is also a garage and storage cellar and the 
building has a caretaker and two swimming pools. 

The apartment is within walking distance of the 
beaches and only a 25-minute drive from Nice airport. 
www,my-french-house.com 
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ST BONNET ELVERT (19) EXCLUSIVE 

2 bed detached house in pretty gardens. Located in the 
Dordogne Valley 


ST MICHEL DE BANNIERES (46) EXCLUSIVE 

Lovely 2 bed property with a large garden - possible 
building plots 

Price 187,250 0 



CAVAGNAC (46) 

A rare opportunity to purchase a part finished barn 
conversion. Flat land. Super views. Needs finishing 

"^000 € 



BRIOUX SUR BOUTONNE (79) 

Converted stone barn and stables on the edge of a 
town with private gardens and swimming pool 


NON ARDS (19) EXCLUSIVE 

3 Bed spacious bungalow (open-plan) + Maison d’Amis, 

easy to manage gardens. Quiet location 

Price 


SAINT PRIEST LES FOUGERES (24) 

6 bedroom farmhouse, a 2 bedroom cottage, acre of 
land, swimming pool, stone barn & hangar 

Price 


ST LAURENT DES HOMMES (24) 

A charming barn conversion with impressive lounge, 
pool and expansive garden 


CH ARRAS (16) 

Maison de Maitre (4 beds / 3 baths) in pristine condition, 
private grounds with attached woodland 

Price 3 CC,_j0 


LUZECH (46) EXCLUSIVE 

Superb modern character home with a pool. Stroll to the 
village. River access 

’rice 399,99;‘ 




BRIOUX SUR BOUTONNE (79) EXCLUSIVE 

A superb Logis (7 beds) + 2 gites set in nearly 2 Ha 
land. Pool. V good condition. 

Price 5 


VOUVANT (85) EXCLUSIVE 

C14th Chateau, nestled in the heart of rural Vendee with 
swimming pool. Potential gite to finish 
Price 682, UL 


NONTRON (24) 

Stunning riverside setting for this country residence for 
sale with two cottages. 13 bedrooms in total 
^rice 756. 00‘ 


FOREMOST 

CURRENCY 

GROUP 


For over 1 0 years sinoe Foremost 
Currency was formed, this FX 
oompany has been the preferred 
business partner of Allez-Frangais. 

We have a dedioated dealer in 
Adam Bobroff, Director of Foreign 
Exchange, who offers a very personalised 
service, hand-holding our clients, and offering preferential rates. 
On average Foremost Currency are able to beat your bank by 
around 2.5% on your FX exchange. 

Website: www.foremostcurrencygroup.co.uk 
Telephone: 01442 892 060 or Freephone 0800 781 0601 
E-mail: amb@fcgworld.co.uk 

1/1/e recommencl all of our ollents to use a speolallst FX dealer. 


NR BRESSUIRE(79) 

Substantial 6 bedroom country retreat on the shores of 
its own 5 ha lake. Superb features 


PUY L’EVEQUE (46) 

Riverside chateau with exceptional hospitality 
opportunities. 13 bedrooms in total 


Over 250 properties in the Poitou Charentes, Dordogne Valley & Gascony | Phone 00 33 (0)5 55 28 46 40 








LES PRATIQUES 


Ask the experts 

Whether you're planning your move to France, or are already 
living there, our panel of professionals aims to keep you fully 
informed with the best advice for every eventuality 


BEGINNING TO BUILD 

Q My partner and I are currently 
looking into property options in 
France - we love the idea of 
renovating a property^, but we’ve never tackled 
the logistics before^, either here in the UK or 
elsewhere. Can you please give us some pointers 
on how to find reputable builders in France? Is 
there a trade body, or a specific qualification 
that we might need to keep an eye out for when 
assessing our options? And, when it comes to 
setting out quotes and so on, how should we 
approach organising a timeframe with regards 
to costs? Many thanks in advance for your help! 
HARVEY MORRIS 

A When it comes to renovation in 

France, ‘artisan’ is a general title that 
describes a tradesperson here. Those 
using the blue artisan logo are demonstrating 
they are qualified to carry out their ‘metier’, or 
trade. The body that registers and regulates 
artisans is the Chambre de Metiers et de 
TArtisanat {www.artisanat.fr). 

Not everyone here in France who 
describes themselves as an artisan falls within 
this definition though, so it’s a good idea to 
check first if you want your renovation work 
to be carried out by a true artisan who is 
properly insured. A quick internet search for 
artisans will bring up any number of websites, 
and none appear to have a client-regulated 
rating system - the take-up is limited and the 
idea is in its infancy here. 

Often a good place to start looking for an 
artisan in France is your local mairie, as the 
administration staff will have a good 


knowledge of the artisans in your area. As you 
would expect though, most of these artisans 
will be French. 

A great number of expats I have met set 
out with the intention of employing local 
French artisans. However, many fall foul of 
the language barrier and are often surprised 
by the cost of building here. It is fair to say 
that a building project in France can cost a lot 
more than similar projects in the UK. It can be 
very tempting to look towards the 
unregistered and/or unqualified builders for a 
cheaper job, but in reality you may end up 
paying just as much or more; rectifying 
shoddy workmanship or poorly thought-out 
work can be expensive. 

It is important to undertake your due 
diligence in much the same way as you would 
at home. This means that it is vital to set out 
your expectations for your renovation project 
very clearly before you start, and also to make 
sure that you fully understand the 
expectations of your chosen artisan. 

Here are some simple pointers that will 
quickly identify whether you can work with 
this person or not: 

• Ask for references or to meet other clients 
they have previously worked for. 

• Ask to see some examples of their 
completed work. 

• Have they undertaken similar projects to 
yours, in scale or cost (or both)? 

• If your project requires multiple trades, 
does your artisan have the relevant project 
management experience? 

• Is there a lO-year guarantee (this is common 
in France)? 




ROB KAY is senior 
partner at Blevins Franks, 
which advises retired 
expats on tax and 
wealth management. 
www.blevinsfranks.com 



• What VAT rate will the work be subject to? 

When it comes to setting out quotes, 
estimates, or ‘devis’ as they are known in 
French, are a bit of a moveable feast at times. 
Ask for a fixed-price contract, but always 
leave room for a little play in the budget. An 
experienced builder will know the pitfalls and 
will be able to advise you on areas of work 
where there may be surprises. 

CHARLIE MAY 

GREEN RENOVATION 

Q Are there any tax benefits or credits in 
France for renovating an old property, 
particularly for making it ‘greener’? 
HOLLY EVANS 

A You’re in luck - there is indeed a tax 
credit currently available in France 
for equipment bought and installed 
to make a house more energy efficient. 
Previously called the ‘credit for sustainable 
development’, it is now an energy transition 
tax credit and is available for equipment such 
as power generation using renewable energy. 
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boiler equipment, central heating, insulation, 
etc. It only applies to work done on a main 
home, and which is at least two years old. 
The equipment must be supplied and 
installed by a professional. 

This credit was simplified under a law 
which came into effect this year, so that now 
there is a single tax credit of 30 % on eligible 
expenses made between i September 2014 
and 31 December 2015. We do not yet know 
what will happen next year. 

It’s important to note that there is a 
ceiling for this tax credit, which is € 8,000 for 
a single taxpayer and €i 6,000 for a couple, 
with €400 added for any dependant. 

There is another tax credit which is also 
available for equipment and home 
adaptations to help the elderly and disabled. 
It applies whether you own or rent the 
property as your main home, even if you 
occupy it without paying any rent. Do take 
note, though, that the granting of the credit 
is not conditional on the presence of an 
elderly or disabled person in the property. 
The credit is 25%, but again there are limits. 


Under legislation called PineTs Law, a tax 
credit is available for investments in French 
property when the property is let for set 
periods of time. A tax credit of between 12 % 
and 21 % of the purchase price of a green 
property is available, depending on how long 
the lease is (minimum six years). There are 
limits and conditions. 

Tax credits in France are deductible 
against the actual tax payable, rather than 
against the gross or net income. Currently, 
the maximum total reduction that can be 
received is €10,000 of the global net taxable 
income of the household, though some 
credits are excluded from this calculation. 

There is an annual local property tax in 
France called taxefonciere, which is paid by 
the owner of a property. New buildings and 
renovated properties used as the main home 
are exempt from this tax for the first two 
years after construction. Renovated 
properties can benefit provided that 
reconstruction or additional construction 
work has been carried out, and is determined 
according to the nature and size of the work. 


It is vital to set out 
your expectations 
for your project 
very clearly, and 
also to make sure 
thatyoufully 
understand the 
expectations of 
your chosen artisan 


Local authorities have the power to grant 
taxefonciere temporary exemption for low 
energy consumption buildings - in this case, 
50 % or 100% of the tax can be offset. 

Building works can also benefit from the 
5.5% reduced rate of VAT (compared to the 
standard rate of 20 %). This applies for certain 
works of energy conservation carried out on 
a residential property which is a main or 
second home. The kind of things that qualify 
for the reduced rate are condensing boiler, 
heat pump, thermal insulation, heating 
control unit, renewable energy production 
equipment, etc. Furthermore, the 10 % rate of 
VAT may apply on improvements and 
maintenance works of residential properties. 
In both cases you need to have owned the 
property for two years before the works start, 
and the work must be provided and invoiced 
by a builder. 

ROB KAY 


Tax rates, scope and reliefs may change. Any 
statements concerning taxation are based 
upon our understanding of current taxation 
laws and practices which are subject to 
change. Tax information has been 
summarised; an individual is advised to 
seek personalised advice. 


DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION TO 
PUTTO OUR PANEL OF EXPERTS? 

Email us at editorial@livingfrance.com 
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Rights of 



Fancy taking on a property in the countryside? Make sure you 
know exactiy who has permission to access your iand before 
you sign on the dotted iine, says Matthew Cameron 


urchasing a rural property in France is 
a very common desire for a large 
number of our clients, and 
understandably so. Yet having a home 
in the countryside can bring with it 
some of its own complications. One of the main 
issues that can arise when buying your much 
longed-for rural idyll is the potential effects of 
any third party rights that may exist. 

A third party right - known as an 'easement' 
in English, or 'servitude' In French - is the right of 
some other person, more than likely the owner 
of an adjoining piece of land, to use another 
piece of land in some way. 

Sometimes such rights are archaic, and 
largely redundant. A classic example of this is 
the right for a neighbour to take water from a 
well or sump on your land; with most properties 
connected to mains water, the need to access a 
neighbour's well would have diminished. 

Some rights may exist, but be of very little 
impact at all. If electricity cables pass over or 
under your land, then the electricity board will 
have the right to inspect, maintain and repair 
the cables, poles and pylons. Similarly, water 
supply and drainage pipes may pass under 
your land to reach an adjoining property. 

Again, the need for a neighbour or the relevant 
service authority to access for maintenance 
purposes is self-evident. 

It is important to note that the existence of 
easements is not automatically a problem. They 
are fairly common - and not just in rural 
properties. Moreover, rather than such a right 
being a burden to your land, you may also need 
to have your electricity supply running under 
the neighbour's field. 

When buying a property, it is always worth 
looking at the purchase contract to establish if 
any third party rights are mentioned. The 
contract will inevitably state that the buyer is 
buying subject to and with the benefit of any 
rights. It may state whether the seller is aware of 


any pre-existing rights that would pass with the 
land. A properly drafted contract will also refer to 
any pre-existing rights affecting the property 
that might be written into the seller's title deeds. 
With this in mind, it is important to understand 
the terms of the contract in detail. 

Yet this is not always the case. Occasionally, 
some rights can exist without being written into 
deeds, but the buyer would still be deemed to 
be aware of them. Such instances are rare, but 
worth considering. For example, if a track runs to 
a field gate leading to a neighbouring plot of 
land, there is a good chance that the neighbour 
will have some right of access, or that you will 
have some right over the neighbour's land. 
When visiting a property before buying, a 
thorough inspection is always prudent to avoid 
any problems later on. 

Rights of access are in practice the most 
common form of right. If your land does not 
adjoin the public highway, you will need to 
cross someone else's land to go home. It is 
important to ensure that such a right is included 
in the deeds. And the same will apply in reverse 
if your land needs to be crossed. 

A properly drafted easement will state not 
only that an owner of neighbouring land will be 
allowed to cross yours; rather it will include 
other points as well. It may specify: 

• whether the access is permissible on foot 
only, or by car or other vehicle; 

• the exact dimensions and route of the access 
right (ideally by reference to a plan) rather 
than allowing the neighbour to meander 
aimlessly across your front garden; 

• how any maintenance charges for the 
access would be paid: if the driveway is 
shared, one may expect the cost to be as 
well, while if it benefits the neighbour only, 
then presumably the neighbour would bear 
all of the cost. 

Once an easement is written into deeds, it is 
likely to exist in perpetuity. It would only ever be 




cancelled by having it expressly taken out of the 
deeds, which would require the agreement of all 
interested parties. 

In much the same way, where rights exist 
that are not in writing, then the simple fact that 
they have not been exercised for many years 
does not mean that they are extinguished | 

through non-use. They will continue. | 

Nevertheless, we do occasionally hear potential | 

buyers say that they were told that an old track < 

has not been used for years, so the right has o 

vanished. That may not be so; although it may h 

never be used again, so there may be no ^ 
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problem with it being there anyway. 

On a separate note, it is also worth 
understanding what we mean by'public 
highway' as there are different types of public 
road or track. Clearly it is important to know 
where the public highway extends to, as this 
will confirm whether your property adjoins this 
directly or whether access rights are required 
across neighbouring land. In addition to this, it 
is occasionally possible to buy back from the 
commune an old track, if it was actually owned 
by the commune itself In the instance where a 
chemin rural (rural track) was not used by any 


other party, or served only the property you are 
buying, then it might be possible to agree with 
the commune to buy it. 

It is unlikely, though, that a seller would 
necessarily be happy for the chemin rural to be 
transferred to the buyer at the same time you 
complete the purchase of the house. Since this 
would be sold by the commune, it would require 
the approval of the local council - the conseil 
municipal - and this might therefore take several 
months to be processed. If this is the case, the 
seller may not wish to wait that long. So you 
may then have to deal with the process in two 


When buying a 
property, it is 
always worth 
looking at the 
purchase contract 
to establish if any 
third party rights 
are mentioned 


separate transactions: buying the 

house from the seller first, and the track from 

the village afterwards. 

When the notaire drafts the deed for the 
purchase of the chemin rural, it should then be 
possible to ensure that any pre-existing third 
party rights are extinguished. 

Otherwise, why would you have bought the 
track in the first place? 

While third party rights may be quite 
common, and their impact of little burden, if 
any, to the buyer of land (indeed they may be of 
great benefit), it is important to understand 
them fully. The manner in which they may be 
recorded in previous deeds is not always that 
easy to decipher. A deed may refer to buyers 
and sellers of different parcels of land from many 
years ago, who are no longer owners of the 
property; and in some cases land registration 
may have changed too. It is sensible to check 
with experienced lawyers on such matters. ® 
www.ashtonkcj.co.uk 


Matthew Cameron is partner and head of 
the French Legal Services team at law firm 
Ashton KCJ. 
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Cash in the attic 



Making a living from gite rentals isn't the only way to earn a 
crust from property in France - looking after other people's 
property can prove equally fulfilling, says Sally Stone 


A t many of the French property- 

related exhibitions I attend, I end up 
discussing how to make a living in 
France with those planning on 
moving there permanently, but 
who need to keep earning in order to make 
that dream come true. 

It fascinates me that this tends to focus on 
one thing: running a gite complex. Certainly, 
once upon a time making a living from 
property in France would have been entirely 
focused on owing gites.The good news is that 
nowadays, you don't have to limit yourself to 
going down that route, as there are alternative 
property-related means to earn an income 
while still living your dream. 

Looking after other people's property is 
one way of doing this. There are an estimated 
200,000 UK-owned holiday homes in France. 
Most are in Provence, Languedoc-Roussillon, 
Dordogne, Normandy and Brittany, but as 
someone who is constantly studying the 
statistics on the website for the French body 
INSEE (Institut National de la Statistique et des 
Etudes Economiques - www.insee.fr, select 
'Themes', followed by 'Populations', then 
'Etrangers - Immigres'), I can assure you that in 
almost any area of France, there are sufficient 
second homes for you to propose a caretaking 
service for those absentee owners who need 
not only their gardens cared for, but are also 
prepared to pay for the peace of mind which 
comes with knowing their property is being 
looked after by someone on the spot. 

This doesn't mean that you need to pass 
yourself off as a builder. We are talking about 
caretaking a property for its absentee owner(s), 
whether they are using that property as a 
much-loved holiday home, or whether they 
are proposing to let it out commercially as - 
yes, you've guessed it - a gite. 

For most, it's a question of thinking outside 
the box - using your existing skills, albeit in a 
brand new way. If you have administrative and 
organisational skills and have ever been 
involved in refurbishing or renovating property 


before, then the journey to a successful 
property-related business in France has already 
begun. You will over the years become 
indispensable to all your absentee owners. 

When I first relocated to France almost 15 
years ago, the idea that you could earn a living 
from caretaking other people's property was 
virtually unknown. When I went to register my 
business, the clerks at the chombre de 
commerce were mystified that I didn't actually 
own any gites myself, but yes, I was going to 
look after them. In fact, they had real difficulty 
with the concept. It was only after months of 
receiving postal questionnaires about where I 
kept my weapons that I discovered they had 
me registered as an armed guard! 

So, what might you need to do for an 
absentee owner? In essence, whatever they 
need - so really, organisational skills and being 
able to speak French are key. The language is 
as much part of your business plan as any 
other aspect, and cannot be ignored. It will not 
necessarily be easier once you are in France, as 
various bureaucrats you will deal with won't be 
prepared to stop in their tracks and give you a 
lesson in French, so try to get yourself up to an 
intermediate level before you arrive. There are 
numerous aids to this but beware ignoring 
plain and simple French lessons with a real, as 
opposed to a virtual, teacher. You need 
someone to be talking back to you in French 
and to be able to understand them. You can 
get a false sense of progress, if you are simply 
talking into a microphone on a PC, which 
gives you a tick in the box without testing your 
own comprehension of spoken French. 

In the LBV network of caretakers, we have 
ended up catering for almost every eventuality 
that can occur in life. The one exception, I 
believe, is that we haven't yet delivered a baby! 
We have sadly, given the number of homes we 
look after, dealt with sudden deaths, with 
people being taking ill during their stay and 
needing help to be whisked home, sick dogs, 
angry guests who arrive expecting to find a 
television when the advertising did point out 







there wasn't one. These are just a few 
examples, along with arranging weddings for 
owners here in France, through to getting a 
newly landed swarm of hornets swiftly 
removed from a property in the short hour 
before the next party of guests were due. 

So, provided you do enough homework to 
make sure your caretaking really is going to be 
at a very professional level; for example, being 
prepared to advise on letting the property, and 
what sophisticated self-catering guest expects 
as the norm in 201 5, you can expect over a 
period of say two years, to build up a business 
which will cover your living costs; provided 
you are not trying to service a large mortgage. 
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In almost any area 
of France, there are 
sufficient second 
homesforyou 
to propose a 
caretaking service 



All of this can happen without the need to 
invest the considerable budget you would 
require to buy a gite complex, plus the 
advantage being that when you do really retire, 
you don't need to move house or attempt to 
sell on a gite complex at a time which might 
not be advantageous for selling property. 

If you aren't in a position to own a property 
outright in France, then you will need to take a 
different and much more focused approach. 

For example, if you are a couple who prefers to 
work in your own separate spheres, then one 
of you could apply to one of the foreign estate 
agency chains in France to act as an agent 
commercial under their umbrella, thereby 


servicing the local community in buying and 
selling property, as well as maintaining a 
portfolio of maisons secondaires. 

Those of us involved in estate agency know 
how hard agents work. It's one of those 
professions where from the outside looking in, 
you wonder what they do to earn their fees. 
Once you are on the inside though, you can't 
believe how hard you need to work to achieve 
a sale; keeping both vendor and purchaser 
happy. You need the diplomatic skills of a UN 
ambassador, on top of the ability to write up a 
good and accurate property description, a 
David Bailey approach to the photographs 
(always remembering to put the toilet seat 


down in the bathroom. . .) and a certain 
sang-froid (the dictionary definition of which is 
"coolness shown under trying circumstances"). I 
could never be an agent commercial. I would 
take it all to heart and would show my irritation 
with the prospective purchasers who turn out 
to be only looking at properties as part of their 
overall French holiday. 

But - you get the point I'm sure. Earning a 
living from property into France doesn't need a 
huge budget or several gites. Look around at 
the established models in both property 
management and estate agency, and start 
some information-gathering from them, 
because replicating an existing business model 
is far easier than starting from scratch. While I'm 
the biggest fan around of a 'can-do' attitude, 
making a go of earning your living in a foreign 
country is rather like having a successful party 
- for it to go well apparently effortlessly on the 
day, it has to be planned with something akin 
to military precision. @ 
www.propertymanagementinfrance.com 


Sally Stone Is the founder and CEO of Les 
Bons Volsins property management, now 
the LBV Group, catering for all aspects of 
life In France. 

NEXT MONTH... 

Do you know where you are resident for tax 
purposes? Our expert explains the rules. 
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Top tips 


Whether you're thinking of buying a French 
property or setting up your new life across 
the Channel, here is some essential advice 
from the best in the business 


PROPERTY 



Hero Gregory is director of 
Immobilier Maisons Rurales 
in Montmorillon (Vienne) and 
has been helping people 
move to France for over 
20 years. 


Mile. Hero GREGORY 

Immobilier Maisons Rurales 
05 49 48 55 61 (France) 

00 33 5 49 48 55 61 (UK) 
www.maisonsrurales.com 
Work in progress on our 
exciting new website, 
so watch this space! 


Choose your area first. 

You can always change a house but you 
can't change where it is! Visit the areas you are 
interested in at different times of the year 
before you make a decision. Talk to the locals. 
Investigate local activities, restaurants etc. and 
check transport links. 

Make a list of your criteria. 

Number of bedrooms, amount of 
land, village or country, proximity to 
shops, restaurants and bars, style, condition, 
outbuildings, pool etc... Know what your deal 
breakers are, but be prepared to compromise 
on the less important things - have confidence 
that if you find the basic package you can make 
your perfect home from there. Make sure you 
have your budget and finances straight before 
we hit the road - don't tell us €1 00k when you 
have €1 25k, as there is often a gulf between 
the quality of house available in very small 
bands of price brackets. 

3 Be sensible. 

Owning a property with five acres of land 
may sound wonderful - but would you prefer 
to spend summer days sitting on a lawnmower 
or in a deckchair?! If you buy more than lOOOm^ 
expect to need something to eat it, everything 
grows faster here than you could possibly 
believe - and the same goes for the veggie plot 
as the lawn! Know the difference between 
privacy and isolation. You are in France, there is 
plenty of space to spare, but having to get in 
the car every day just to buy your bread may 
prove a trifle wearing for some people - 
particularly if one partner doesn't drive. If you 
have teenage children think carefully about 
whether you really want to be in the middle of 
nowhere - a property in a small town will give 
them some independence and allow them to 
also make the most of their French experience. 

4 Do your homework. 

Once you have chosen your area and 
made a list of your criteria, look at the websites 
of as many local agents as possible. Go to 


Google, do the search, compare prices and 
range of properties. Local agents should have 
an office - if not, who will you go to if you have 
a problem further down the line? 

Use your time well. 

Do not choose one house to view with 
each often different agents. Work with two 
or three carefully chosen agents and view a 
selection of properties with each. Build a 
relationship with your agents so they can really 
help you - even if you don't find the perfect 
house on your first trip, they can keep in touch 
when the right property does come along and 
help you plan subsequent visits. You are going 
to be in the car with your agent for a few hours, 
make sure you have a list of questions you need 
answering, ask anything - and ask each agent 
the same questions! You will need your agent 
to be there for you for years to come - make 
sure they intend to be! 

5 Calm down. 

Don't jump at the first gorgeous, stone 
walled house you see. Consider how much 
work a property needs, what that will cost and 
the value of that property once it has been 
completed. Go back for a second look. Ask your 
agent to arrange quotes from a local builder if 
necessary. However, don't forget to keep in 
touch with your agent while you are thinking 
about it so you don't lose the house. 

7 When you are ready to make an offer. 

If at all possible go and do this in the 
agent's office while you are still in France. It is a 
great opportunity to discuss a viable offer, the 
conditions of the sale, check land registry plans 
and have your questions answered about the 
buying process, French inheritance law, 
mortgages etc. If you are not in a position to do 
this while you are still in France - don't worry! 
Communicate with your agent by mail or 
telephone - a good agent will still make sure 
that you understand the purchasing procedure 
and that you ask all of the right questions! 





CURRENCY 



Jon Beddell the Managing 
Director of UK-based Foreign 
Exchange provider TorFX. 


TorFX 

Freephone: 0800 61 2 9625 
International Calls: 

+44 (0)1736 335250 
www.torfx.com 


I Talk to the experts. You wouldn't ask your 
hairdresser for advice on your toothache, 
so why would you use anyone other than an 
industry expert to manage your foreign exchange 
requirements? While your bank can arrange 
international money transfers, they can't provide 
you with the same specialist services or guidance 
as a dedicated currency broker. A currency broker 
could also save you as much as 5% on your 
exchange so it really pays to talk things through 
with the right people. 

2 Avoid unnecessary fees. Most banks levy 
transfer fees and commission charges when 
moving money abroad - additional costs you 
won't have to meet if you use a currency broker. 
Additionally, currency brokers can typically secure 
you a much more competitive exchange rate, 
helping you get the best possible return for your 
transfer. If you're moving a large sum abroad, to 
finance your emigration or pay for a French 
property, for example, you could end up with 
thousands more Euros to spend. 

3 Stay on top of the latest developments. 

The exchange rate you're able to secure for 
your transfer can make a massive difference to 
how much money you ultimately receive so it's 
important to be aware of the latest currency 


movements if you want to conduct your trade at 
the most cost-effective time. Currency brokers like 
TorEX will track exchange rates for you and send 
regular market updates straight to your inbox so 
you'll know as soon as the market moves in your 
favour. 

4 Use specialist services. Your foreign 
exchange requirements might vary from 
needing to move hundreds of thousands to fund 
a property purchase to transferring your pension 
overseas on a monthly basis. Currency brokers 
offer a range of services which can be tailored to 
suit your individual circumstances and ensure you 
get the most for your money. Whether you want 
to fix a favourable exchange rate for up to two 
years in advance of a trade or set up a regular 
overseas payments programme, they can help. 

Make sure your funds are secure. When 
moving money overseas you want to feel 
confident that your funds are in safe hands. Eor 
maximum fund security use a currency broker 
that's authorised by the ECA and operates 
segregated client accounts. 


p 




Adrien Franc is the 

International Sales Manager at 
the Pierre &Vacances-Center 
Parcs Group within the Property 
Investment department. 


Pierre &Vacances-Center Parcs 
Group Property Investment 

Tel: UK +44 207 660 0012 
Inti: +33 (0)1 58 21 68 70 
wi/vw. pierreetvoconces- 
immobiliercom/en 


I Know your tenant / who's going to 
manage the asset on your behalf. 

A Buy-to-let is only as good as company that 
manages it is (especially when it comes to 
guaranteeing rental income or other advantages). 
What's the company's track record, their 
experience, the after-sale provided to the 
investors... etc. Remember that it's best to have 
something delivered than promised and when 
it's too good to be true, it usually is. 

2 Leisure Property Investment. Are you 

seeking a leisure property investment? If 
so invest in a site with a high occupancy rate, in 
order to ensure a guaranteed profit. If you 
wouldn't stay there why would anyone else? 

What do the people want? Sun, sand and sea 
or in some cases Ski, slopes and snow! 

3 Think long-term not short-term. Be sure 
to weigh up the pros and cons! Is this 
property going to need renovation down the line? 
What will the costs be? It is important to buy with 
your head and not with your heart. Choose 
durable over luxury, luxury may seem like the 
perfect option but don't always judge a book by 
its cover. 


4 Budget. Before investing in property it is 
vital to have a realistic understanding of the 
cost of the properties you are looking at and the 
rent you are likely to receive. If you are borrowing 
ask your bank or a broker for pre-approval on your 
investment loan in order to see how much you 
can borrow. Be sure that you are making the profit 
not the bank. 

ExploreYour Options. Which Investment 
experience would be more profitable for 
you, to go it alone or seek for Property 
Investments experts advise? These experts can 
make your investment experience fun and 
enjoyable. Experts do the research for you saving 
you time allowing you to relax and enjoy the ride! 
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Carl Robinson is administrative 
director of Fa ircourt 
Management, suppliers of UK 
manufactured mobile-homes 
to the Provence Cote d'Azur 
region. 


Faircourt Management Ltd 

Tel 01 482 669396 
www.holidayhomesin thesun.com 


1 Mobile-homes have flourished since the 
early days of seaside holidays, offering a 
quality, modern, affordable alternative to 
traditional property. Low maintenance, fully fitted 
and furnished in the latest styles and decor, just 
turn up and enjoy your holiday. 

Completely mobile and easily relocatable if 
your personal circumstances change, your 
mobile-home is a moveable asset, not subject to 
French inheritance laws or taxes: particularly 
attractive if you are concerned about France's high 
inheritance taxes when leaving assets to 
non-family members. 

3 Parks are predominantly in holiday locations, 
ideal for a second home or pied-a-terre; 
most have resident staff to safeguard your 
purchase, ensuring no unauthorised access during 
your absence. There is also income potential by 
sub-letting to defray your costs. 

4 Buying a mobile-home on a rented pitch, 
unlike a fixed dwelling, means no notaires 
or agents fees potentially saving some 1 0% 
compared to property prices. Also, no property 
taxes to pay, such as taxes d'habitation or fonciere. 


although ancillary charges such as rent, gas, water 
and electricity are payable to the park. 

Holiday parks are a ready-made community: 
ideal for families and a fun, safe environment 
for children, often enjoying excellent facilities: spa, 
pool, tennis courts, restaurants, bars etc, and most 
pitches have their own parking spot with a garden 
area to relax in. 

5 Try before you buy! Most parks rent 

mobile-homes so you can test the water 
before taking the plunge. 

Come and Visit us on stand 72 at the 
French Property Exhibition, Olympia London 
18th-20th September 




LAW 



Matthew Cameron is a 

partner and head of the 
French Legal Services team 
at law firm Ashton KCJ 


Ashton KCJ 

www.a s h to n kcj .CO. u k 
Tel: 0800 587 0093 


I Use a solicitor in the UK. The notaires 
role is different from that of a solicitor. 
Using specialist solicitors (check the firm is 
registered with the Law Society) will ensure your 
best interests are protected. 

Understand the procedures. A French 
purchase is not the same as English 
conveyancing. Eind out about the process, when 
a contract becomes binding and who drafts it. 

Business. If you are looking to live and/or 
work in Erance, ensure that the 
accountancy and investment advice you obtain 
works for both the UK and Erance. 

Plan your finances. Your funding may 
come from the sale of an English home, 
cash or a mortgage. This should be addressed 
before you sign the contract, which must be 
drafted accordingly. Commission, notaire's fees 
and taxes can add a substantial extra cost. 

Understand the documents. Do not be 

led by anyone just telling you to sign 


papers. Ensure you understand them fully, and 
that they are checked by an independent 
solicitor. 

5 Consider French inheritance law and 
tax. Erench law affects your estate in 
different ways from English law. It is imperative 
that you understand the effects - this may be 
highly complex, with a real risk of 60% tax. 
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STARTING A BUSINESS 


i 



Sally Stone started Les Boris 
Voisins Property Management 
in 2002. She is now CEO of the 
LBV Group which caters for all 
aspects of property in France. 


LBV Group 

Tel : 00 33 (0) 2 96 24 74 27 
\Nww. property manogemen t 
infrance.com 


1 Choose your location carefully. 

Don't isolate yourself If you do it will 
hamper the networking which is an essential 
part of any new business. 

2 Prepare realistic budgets. 

Your business will be a new start up with 
limited turnover so expecting it to fund your 
lifestyle quickly is unrealistic. 

3 Take advice ... and not purely from 
internet forums where opinion is often 
passed off as fact! Be prepared to chat with 
professionals. 

4 AskyourselfCls there a need for my 
business in France?' 

Is it a tried and tested? Do potential customers 
have the budget to buy from you? 

Define your market and research it. 

Are there other people in the area doing 
the same thing? If so, this need not be bad! It 
means there is an existing demand! 

5 Study the French language or you 
are handicapping yourself. 

This part takes effort but your skill with the 
French language is part of your business 
requirement. 


7 Research how 'new business start ups' 
work in France and be aware of the social 
charges one is obliged to pay. 

8 completely reinvent yourself and 
expect that it will work especially in a 
new country too. Utilise your old skills, albeit it in 
a new way. 

9 Your qualifications may not be 
recognised in France without further 
study and examinations. Check with the office 
local appropriate to your base. 

Consider a franchise. 

More and more of those planning to 
live in France are hoping to start a business and 
earn a living, so competition is increasing. 
Consider a franchise from an established 
business with a good reputation. Their hand- 
holding can really help your dream come true! 




HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


k 



Liz Rodgers is general 
manager of Holiday France 
Direct, a Brittany Ferries brand. 


Holiday France Direct 

Tel 0871 244 1245 
www.holidoyfroncedirect co. uk 


1 Decide on your target market, as the type of 
guest you wish to rent to will determine 
how you furnish, equip and decorate your 
property. For example, if you're targeting families, 
you'll need to make sure to supply baby and 
toddler equipment, and a washing machine and 
dishwasher will be a must. And whoever you 
decide to rent your property to, WiFi is a must 
these days. 

2 Budget carefully to ensure you meet your 
financial expectations. Do your homework 
on the rental rates other property owners in your 
area are charging, so that you can make an 
informed decision on where to pitch your rates. 
Keep your rate structure simple, along with 
any special offers you may need to discount 
unsold weeks. 

3 Organise your booking procedures so you 
can respond swiftly to enquiries and 
booking requests. Prospective guests expect to 
hear back from owners promptly and for their 
bookings to be supported by clear terms and 
conditions and payment procedures. Even if you 
can't accommodate a booking request, it's only 


courteous to reply to emails and this keeps the 
door open for future enquiries. 


4 Market your rental well, as the book direct 
holiday property market is very competitive. 
Using an advertising website like Holiday France 
Direct takes away a lot of the work. However, you 
still need to supply attractive images and plenty of 
information about what to see and do, as well as 
clear, accurate property details and pricing. Don't 
forget that our properties advisors are on hand to 
assist you to get the most from your advertising. 


5 Deliver what it says on the tin. Our long 
experience as part of the Brittany Ferries 
group is that you must deliver what you advertise, 
and properties must be well maintained and 
spotlessly clean. And if a guest complains, deal 
with this positively and efficiently to minimise 
disruption and the risk of drawn-out confrontation 


\ 
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Source code: CFCC0156 


FRANCE Calendar 2016 order form 

The easiest way to order is online - 

www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/CFCC0156. You can also 
preview the calendar and upload gift messages online. 

Want to order more than 1 gift calendar? 

Simply photocopy this form and attach it to the order. 


STEP n YOUR DETAILS 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 


Postcode Telephone* 

Email* 

GIFT RECIPIENT 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Your personal gift message to accompany the calendar 

To 

Message 


From 

STEPS YOUR ORDER 


PERSONAL ORDER 


Please send 


(write quantity) 


calendar(s) to me, at my address 


GIFT ORDER 


Please send 


(write quantity) 


calendar(s) direct to friends/relatives 


Personal orders 
will be dispatched 
from September. 

Gift calendars will 
be dispatched 
from October. 


STEP B ORDER SUMMARY AND PAYMENT 
PAY BY CHEQUE 

□ I enclose a cheque made payable to Archant 
Community Media Ltd 

PAY BY CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 

□ I authorise Archant Community Media Ltd to charge 
my: Visa / Mastercard / Maestro / Amex 

(deiete as appiicabie) 


EXPIRY I I II I I MAESTRO VALID | | || | | ISSUE | T 

DATE I I 1 1 I I ONLY FROM | | 1 1 | | NO | [ 


SIGNATURE DATE 


ORDER SUMMARY 

Total number of France calendars ordered 


Total cost of calendars ordered 


£ 


Total of additional postage costs 


£ 


If outside UK, remember to add 
postage cost per calendar (£2.00 
to Europe or £3.50 to the RoW) to 
your total payment. 


TOTAL COST OF ORDER 

£ I 


^¥1 FRANCE Calendar, FREEPOST NAT17233 
— Market Harborough, LE16 9BR, UK 

(no stamp required if posted in UK) 


We would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services which 
might be of interest. Please tick if you do not wish to receive information about products and 
services from Archant Community Media Ltd by phone □ by post □ or other carefully selected 
companies by phone □ by post □ Please tick if you would like to receive information or offers 
from Archant Community Media Ltd by SMS □ or email □. Please tick if you wish to receive 
information or offers from other carefully selected companies by SMS □ or email □. 

T&Cs: *£8.99 is the price per calendar when you order4 or more. The RRP is £11.99 per calendar. 
Two calendars will cost £10.99 each, three calendars will cost £9.99 each. Prices include P&P to 
any UK address. Overseas addresses will incur additional charges. For postage to Europe please 
add £2.00 per calendar and to the rest of the world please add £3.50 per calendar. Personal 
orders will be dispatched from September. Gift calendars will be dispatched from October. We 
will use your details to communicate with you about your FRANCE Calendar order. 



Dear Rea(der 


We have love(d choosing the 14 beautiful 
glossy photographs that make up the 
FRANCE Calendar 2016, Each one (depicts 
a beautiful time an(d place in the country 
you love an(d promises to inspire future 
trips an(d evoke happy memories as you 
turn each page through the year. The 
FRANCE Calendar makes the perfect gift 
for family anti frien(ds, so why not treat 
them as well as yourself this year? 

Bon voyage! 


FRANCE Magazine E(ditor 


■ Ample space for notes 
an(d remin(ders 

■ French public holidays, 
French fetes Sl Saints' 
days 

■ Great gift idea - 
delivered direct to 
you or your recipient 


Forward planner 

Each calendar comes 

with a protective 

envelope 

Days in French & 

English 

0rder4 calendars 
and SAVE £12 


A single calendar is just £11.99 
but you can save more when you 
order multiple copies. 
Order up to four calendars from 
Just £8.99 each. The perfect 
excuse to treat your loved ones. 








Enjoy France 

^all yean,. 



P^r Cdfencfar 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

^ www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/CF15 ® 01858 438832 quote CFCC0156 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 

BLEVINS FRANKS 

tNTl-RNa‘I K)NAl TAX & WEAi:ri I MANAGltMtiN T 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
1 8th - 20th September 


- Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

- Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

- Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 

Register for FREE TICKETS at vvvvw.fpeolympia.com 









LES PRATIQUES 


The Living France 

GUIDE TO... 


THE DIY MARKET 


Fancy a spot of DIY? Kate McNally reveals the numerous experts 
on hand to help you jump on the bandwagon 


t was an eventful start to 201 5 in the French 
DIY, or'bricolage', market. 

First, the government finally pushed 
through Sunday opening hours for DIY 
stores, breaking the country's holy grail of 
protecting the Sabbath as a day of rest, despite 
more than 1 00 years of secular rule. There was 
strong resistance from unions and some 
quarters of parliament amid concerns of 
abusing employee rights and opening the 
floodgates for wider Sunday trading, plus cries 
of 'why them and not us' from many other 
retailers, but in the end the DIY sector alone 
was legally granted the right to open its doors 
to Sunday DIYers. 

Then, in March, UK DIY retail giant 
Kingfisher, already dominant in Europe, failed in 
its bid to take over Mr.Bricolage, one of France's 
leading DIY stores. The move, which would 
have seen more than 80% of sales in the French 
DIY sector passing through the tills of just two 
major groups (the other being Adeo), was 
scuppered at the 1 1 th hour by franchise 
owners in the Mr.Bricolage chain - who were 
also shareholders - fearing store closures 
required by competition authorities. 

So, with longer opening hours and no store 
closures on the horizon, 2015 could well give 
the market a welcome boost. Following years 
of solid growth at the turn of the millennium 
and average annual increases of 3-4%, last year 
saw sales rise just 0.8% to €24 billion, 
suggesting the market could be reaching 
maturity. However, Unibal, the trade body for 
the DIY and garden commercial sector, believes 
that 'dr/co/ei/rs' (as the French call their 
have-a-go handy men and women) are no less 
enthusiastic than before, with surveys 
indicating that more than a third of the 
population cite home improvement as their 
top priority. The finger has been pointed at the 
seemingly lingering economic slump, which is 



said to be stifling growth in the property and 
building markets; key drivers of DIY activity. 

Still, Sunday opening will undoubtedly 
increase footfall in coming months and could 
even attract new bricoleurs into the fold. 

WHERE TO GO 

France boasts close to 2,200 DIY stores on the 
edge of towns and villages across the country, 
according to the FMB (Federation des Magasins 
de Bricolage). 

The major DIY chain stores {see below) 
accounted for more than three quarters (77%) 
of sales last year, with the Adeo and Kingfisher 
groups taking the lion's share. Smaller DIY 
wholesalers, such as Point.P and Gedimat, 
picked up 17% of sales, with independents 
accounting for 3%; general supermarket chains. 


MAJOR DIY CHAINS 


Leroy Merlin (Adeo group) 

-as the leader in France, 
Leroy Merlin has 121 major 
stores across the country 
offering more than 60,000 
DIY, home improvement 
and garden products. The 
warehouses are large - 
6,500m^ to 14,000m^ - and 
situated principally in large 
towns and cities. (Bricoman, 
Bricocenter, Aki and 
Weldom complete the 
Adeo portfolio.) 

Castorama (Kingfisher 
group) - second largest DIY 
chain in France with 103 
outlets. The average surface 
area of a Castorama store is 
10,000m^, holding a range 
of around 50,000 


renovation, home and 
garden products. 
Mr.Bricolage - specialising 
in offering convenient DIY 
outlets situated in 
medium-sized 
conurbations, Groupe 
Bricolage has close to 800 
stores across France, the 
majority being franchises. In 
terms of sales, the group is 
third largest in the French 
DIY market. 

Bricomarche - the DIY 

sister company of 
well-known supermarket 
chain Intermarche and part 
of the Les Mousquetaires 
group, Bricomarche was 
launched in 1979 and is 
currently the largest 


network of independent 
DIY specialists with more 
than 500 stores across 
France. Often positioned on 
the same site as an 
Intermarche supermarket, 
the product range includes 
animal goods as well as 
home and garden products. 
Bricorama - another DIY 
chain focused on offering 
convenience shopping in 
medium-sized towns, 
Bricorama has more than 
1 00 stores in France with a 
range of more than 60,000 
products. Created in 1975 
with a Paris store, Bricorama 
bought the continental 
European outlets of Wickes 
Group in 1997. '36^ 
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unless you are planning an extension or new 
outbuilding, the chances are you won't need to 
seek building permission. 

For extensions with a surface area of less 
than 20m^, you don't need a building permit, 
as long as the final ground surface area of the 
house with the new extension does not 
exceed 1 70m^. If you do need to obtain a 
permit, make an initial request at the mairie as 
it is usually the mayor who grants permission 
on behalf of the local community. The mairie 
will also be able to tell you if there are any 
specific issues relating to the local plan that 
could affect your request. 

Once permission is granted, work must 
commence within two years, or the permis de 
construire expires. And once started, any delay 
or halt to the work cannot exceed one year 
without the need to reapply. You must also 
display a panel visibly on site, giving details of 
the work being carried out, the expected time 
schedule, etc. 


leading discount DIY store in France 
and ranked third in the country overall. 
It currently has more than 1 10 outlets 
in France, which have a warehouse style 
(or 'depot') interior of between 3,000m^ 
and 6,000m^ to facilitate a fast, efficient 
service for both professionals and 
amateurs. Last year the chain 
welcomed its first franchise store 
into the fold. 

L'Entrepot du Bricolage - owned by 
the Samse Group, the first 'enfrepdf'was 
opened in 1 996. Today there are more 
than 340 warehouses across France, 
with a similar format to Brico-Depot, 
with large quantities of stock to avoid 
delays and competitive prices. 
Bricoman (Adeo group) - also 
targeting professionals with long 
opening hours, guaranteed stock, lower 
prices and even a breakfast service for 
early starters, Bricoman has opened 38 
stores since launching in 1998. 


2% and e-commerce sites, 2%. 

The DIY giants are leading the way with 
innovative ideas to boost sales. Already 
equipped with knowledgeable staff tasked 
with providing advice about products and 
services, they are now promoting a sense of 
greater collaboration with the aim of teaching 
and reassuring newcomers who lack 
confidence in their DIY skills. Leroy Merlin, for 
example, has set up in-store 'fab labs' - 
dedicated areas where customers can try out 
new tools and skills - while its competitor 
Castorama is looking to create a sort of'DIY 
Wikipedia'. The key target of these initiatives is 
the white-collar worker (more cash, fewer 
manual skills) who they would like to tool up 
and train up. 


BUILDING PERMISSION 

Generally speaking, French regulations are less 
onerous than in the UK when it comes to 
matters of minor home improvements, and 
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LES PRATIQUES 





DIY ON TV... 

At the end of last year, France's leading 
satellite broadcaster Canal+ closed its channel 
Maison+ dedicated to property, including 
earlier episodes of the UK's Grand Designs series. 
Similarly, some of the more popular DIY 
programmes are either being moved across 
from mainstream channels to niche cable or 
internet channels - as is the case for Tous 
Ensemble (the programme which sees villagers 
and professionals work together to help a local 
family in house distress) formerly on TF1 - or 
are being pulled altogether, for example D&Co 
with Valerie Damidot (similar to the BBC's DIY 
SOS) on M6. 

But interest in the more informative home 
improvements and house-selling programmes 
remains strong. M6 continues to do well with 
Maison a Vendre and Recherche Appartement ou 
Maison, presented by the new darling of French 
TV Stephane Plaza. Another Stephane 
(Thebaut), meanwhile, has become an icon 
presenting La Maison Frances, while the 
programme Teva Deco has become an 
institution set to celebrate its 20th 


OTHER DIY RETAILERS 


Point.P - primarily 
targeting the building 
trade, the majority of staff 
in its 900 outlets are 
qualified tradesmen who 
can offer help and advice. 
Gedimat - an independent 
building and DIY retail 
chain for professionals and 
individuals, Gedimat has 
387 stores in France. In 


anniversary next year. 

It seems the future for home and house 
television also has a place on the internet, an 
ideal format for re-runs in particular. M6 has 
moved the Home Time channel across to its 
M6Play internet platform, launching its new 
programme Decodeuse directly online. 

AND IN MAGAZINES... 

House and DIY magazines, meanwhile, 
continue to hold their own on the newsagents' 
shelves. Among the leading titles are Maison 
Creative, Art & Decoration, File Decoration, 

Maison & Travaux, Le Journal de la Maison, 


r 

and bathroom range as 
well as for its wooden 
interiors. 

BigMat- launched in 1981 
with the aim of becoming 
the largest building and 
DIY chain in Europe, BigMat | 
currently has 348 outlets 
across France (and 835 in 
total in Europe). It operates 
as a cooperative in France. 


Systeme D, Campagne Decoration, and 
the regional magazine series led by Maisons 
Cote Sud. 

Nearly all the bigger DIY chains produce 
their own free 'guide-style' titles, however 
Leroy Merlin's paid-for magazine Du Cotede 
ChezVous holds its own in the paid-for market, 
inevitably helped by the TV programme of the 
same name available for replay on TE1 . e 

NEXT MONTH... 

THE ROLE OF THE PHARMACY 

All you need to know about this vital local service. 


2008, the business 
launched Gedibois 
specialising in the provision 
of wood materials. 

Lapeyre - from humble 
beginnings as a small 
family business in the 
1930s, Lapeyre has 
developed into a popular 
chain for keen renovators, 
reputed for its fitted kitchen 
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LES PRATIQUES 


Architects and 

surveyors 

If you're thinking of buying property in France, or organising for work to be 
carried out, you'll need to know how architects and surveyors operate 
across the Channel - here are the top five things to be aware of 


1 THINGS ARE DIFFERENT IN FRANCE 

It is rare for structural surveys to be 
carried out in France, but you can 
commission one through a surveyor; 
or, do as the French do and ask an architect 
or builder to come and take a look at the 
property in person. 

2 OFFICIAL REQUIREMENTS - WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 

Reports (diagnostiques) on termites, lead 
and asbestos can be mandatory, depending 
on where the property is located. An 
energy-efficiency report called a DPE 
(Diagnostique de Performance 
Energetique) is mandatory countrywide. 


A drainage report for properties not on 
mains drainage and a natural disaster risk 
report must also be provided. The vendor 
pays for all of these. 

3 BRINGING AN OLD PROPERTY BACKTO 
LIFE IS WORTH DOING WELL 

Even if you have experience of renovating 
properties in the UK, bear in mind that 
though common sense and logic will take 
you far, it’s also worth considering 
employing an architect or project manager. 
Their technical knowledge, paired with 
experience of working to French rules and 
regulations, can make your project go far 
more smoothly, allowing you to focus your 


attention on details you might otherwise 
not have had time to consider. 

4 PLANNING PERMISSION 

Where a property has a SHON 
(surfaces hors oeuvre nette - i.e. net 
habitable surface area) of more than lyom^ 
or where an extension to an existing 
property exceeds this figure, it is necessary 
to use a qualified and French-registered 
architect listed with the Ordre des 
Architectes to prepare and submit a 
planning application (visit www.architectes. 
org for more). 

5 FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE 
RIGHT JOB 

In France there is a separate trade, and 
therefore a separate tradesperson (artisan) 
for each task on a building project. When 
it comes to sourcing the most appropriate 
artisan for the task in hand, make your 
decision wisely and take the time to ask 
for recommendations - your local mairie 
is a good starting point, especially if you 
want to make sure that the materials and 
techniques to be used are in keeping with 
your area. 


< 


atelier 55 
architecture & CO 

N 



Paul McMahon Architecte CTBSD 

Ordre des Architectes Poitou Charen te ^ 




1 5 years experience in France / 

Simple Planning Permissions to 1 

Project Management \/ 

Renovations and New Build X 

Eco-Construction / N. 


atelier 5 
architeq 

1 

Is 

^ure &C0 

1 

55 Rue St Eutrope, 1 71 00 Saintes V 

Tel: 05 46 97 76 62 X 

www.mcmahon-architectes.com / 

y 


free cov^sultation 
call us: 

0033 (O) 678C>5’48<?0 


28 years hands on 


architectural 



ADAMS 


www.Qdamsdesign.org 


experience 

studia 

DESIGN 



PRE-PURCHASE SURVEYS 
THROUGHOUT FRANCE 



We will undertake a survey of the property you intend 
to purchase in France, using our specialist knowledge 
and professional judgement, and we will provide you 
with a concise and easily understood report on the 
state of repair of the property. 

Please visit our website for more information 
www.surveyors-en-france.com 
Tel : 0033 2 31 90 17 70 


North and West - lie de France 

James Latter surveyor expert - CNEI 

South-West, Gascony, Languedoc and Perigord 

Ian Morris FRICS, Chartered Building Surveyor 

Other regions covered by arrangement 




■ Property Finding 
■ Pre-purchase advice 
■ Project Design 
(renovations & extensions) 
■ Architectural Plans 
(inci 3D & Walk Through) 

■ Planning Applications 

■ Project Management 

Nicholas Groom can offer you invaluable advice on how to get the best 
from your property and bring your ideas to life 

^ Tel: 06 15 88 60 07 or email: nick@nicholas-groom.fr 

^ www.nicholas-groom.fr 



nCj property 
^ renovation 

Are you thinking of 
renovating or extending? 




Are you thinking of 
moving to France? 


The complete guide to 


Living in France 


PuDy ciUuSaOIJ-'ni 


A Complete Guide to Living in France is essential 
reading for anyone who is looking for reliable, 
practical advice on living in France 

Have you always dreamed of living in France? Are you now ready 
to take the first step and need advice on how to turn 
that dream into a reality? Look no further, as this fully updated 
practical guide covers every aspect of your move to France, from 
finding somewhere to live to settling in to your new community. 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 


^ www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/CGLF 
08448488059 

Send a cheque made payable to Archant Community Media Ltd to: Complete Guide to Living in 
France, CDS Global, Sovereign Park, Lathkill Street, Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 9EF 


Free delivery to the UK. Please add £1 for P-fP for Europe and £2,50 to the rest of the world 
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LANGUAGE 


Hands-on at home 

If taking on a spot of DIY is high on your home improvement list, you'll need the terms on the 
tip of your tongue. Alice Phillpott shares the essential vocabulary for the tools of the trade 



S elon un sondage realise 
Pan dernier, 80% des 
Frangais se disent “adeptes” 
du bricolage. Le budget 
moyen alloue par un foyer frangais 
au bricolage est de €940 par an. En 
temps de crise ou deprime, les 
consommateurs frangais trouvent 
refuge dans leur interieur et se 
devouent a la decoration de leur 
maison ou appartement. 

Catherine et son mari Philippe se 
sont toujours interesses a faire du 
bricolage. Tous les deux retraites, ils ont 
recemment achete un grand mas en 
Provence. Disposant de beaucoup de 
temps libre, ils ont decide de se 
concentrer sur Pamenagement de leur 
nouvelle maison. Comme beaucoup de 
Frangais, ils le considerent comme un loisir et 
sont autodidactes en la matiere. 

Dans la cuisine 

La cuisine etant la plus grande piece dans la 
maison, c’est ici que le couple decide de 
commencer. Catherine aime Pidee d’installer 
une cuisine ouverte car elle croit que pour 
recevoir du monde c’est beaucoup plus 
convivial. Cela plait a Philippe, qui est seduit 
par Pidee de pouvoir cuisiner tout en 
continuant a discuter avec les invites. 

Apres avoir fait quelques recherches en 
ligne, samedi matin ils se rendent a Leroy 
Merlin dans la zone commerciale afin de se 
renseigner davantage sur les differents 
produits proposes. C’est une enseigne qu’ils 


connaissent bien et a laquelle ils font 
confiance. En arrivant au rayon cuisine, ils 
expliquent au vendeur qu’ils cherchent 
surtout des meubles clairs avec une 
finition satinee. 

Grace aux conseils professionnels leur 
choix est enfin fait. Ils optent pour un modele 
qui comprend un plan de travail, des tiroirs, 
ainsi que de nombreux espaces de stockages. 
Pour la mise en oeuvre, la cuisine est a 
monter soi-meme ce qui ne poserait aucun 
probleme a Philippe, Phomme a tout faire! 

Dans la salle a manger 

A cote de la cuisine se trouve la salle a 
manger, la plus petite piece de la maison. 
Catherine a lu que Pon peut toutefois 


Pagrandir en jouant sur les couleurs. Elle 
ne veut surtout pas se tromper puisque 
c’est la piece la plus frequentee; celle ou 
elle accueillera ses invites. Une fois la 
peinture selectionee elle verifie les 
surfaces afin d’eliminer les clous et les 
petits trous et prevoit une sous-couche. 
Uapplication de cette peinture acrylique 
est facile, et elle degage peu d’odeur. 
Quelques heures plus tard les murs sont 
secs et prets pour une premiere couche. 

Aussitot que les murs sont points, 
Catherine se met a reflechir a la touche 
finale a apporter a ce nouvel espace, et 
particulierement aux accessoires de 
decoration a y disposer. Inspiree par 
un style vintage elle a hate de fouiller 
dans les brocantes pour recuperer des 
beaux articles. 

Dans la salle de bains 

Philippe est motive pour y effectuer des 
travaux car il aimerait avoir une salle de bains 
qui s’ouvre directement sur leur chambre a 
coucher. Equipee deja d’une douche, d’un 
lavabo et de toilettes, ils souhaitent raj outer 
une baignoire dans cette piece si spacieuse. 
Ce projet consiste en deux etapes et 
represente un vrai defi! 

Julien, le here cadet de Philippe est 
magon. Ensemble ils forment une equipe 
formidable! La premiere tache est la 
demolition de la cloison en platre qui separe 
la chambre de la salle de bains. 
Heureusement, elle est moins epaisse qu’un 
mur porteur et presente par consequent tres 


Vocabulaire 



• Un sondage 
A ^ 


• Le bricolage 

DIY 


• Se devouer a qqch 

To devote yourself to sthg 




• L'amenagement (m) 

• Les meubles (mpl) 

• A monter soi-meme 

The arrangement/layout 

Furniture 

Self-assembly 

• Autodidacte (mf) 

• Les conseils (mpl) 

• Un homme a tout faire 

Self-taught 

Advice 

A handyman 

• Recevoir du monde 

• Un plan de travail 

• La peinture 

To receive guests/people 

A work surface 

Paint 

• Se rendre a 

• Les tiroirs (mpl) 

• Les clous (mpl) 

To go to 

Drawers 

Nails 

• Une enseigne 

• Les espaces de stockages 

• Les trous (mpl) 

A logo/brand 

Storage space 

Floles 

• Le rayon 

• Mise en oeuvre 

• Une sous-couche 

The department/section 

Implementation/application 

An undercoat 
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peu de risque. Il faut d’abord preparer le 
chantier. Ensuite, ils s’equipent d’un masque 
et de lunettes pour les proteger de la poussiere. 
Et c’est parti! Catherine en profite pour sortir 
les chiens; elle ne supporte pas le bruit affreux 
du marteau-piqueur! 

Danslejardin 

Passionnee de la nature, Catherine a toujours 
reve de creer et d’entretenir son propre jardin. 
Quand ils ont achete la propriete elle etait ravie 
d’y decouvrir un grand espace ouvert, un peu 
comme une toile blanche sur laquelle elle 
pouvait liberer sa creativite. Pour optimiser le 


potentiel detente du jardin, elle decide avant 
tout d’amenager une belle terrasse. Elle a choisi 
un joli gravier pour garder Paspect naturel. Pour 
le poser la procedure est assez simple. Elle doit 
decaisser la terre, garnir la surface d’une couche 
de gravier et puis la tasser au rateau. 

Quant aux meubles, elle pense y deposer un 
canape moelleux et une chaise a bascule. 
Finalement, pour egayer Pespace elle compte y 
poser des fleurs en pots. Catherine est contente 
de ce coin cosy qui est a proximite de la maison. 
C’est un havre de paix ideal pour diner, 
bouquiner ou tout simplement se detendre 
apres une journee fatigante! 0 


Unscramble the letters to reveal 
household items mentioned in the 
text, and the part of the house they 
can be found in. 

1 PACENA 


2GOREINIBA 


3 ITRASLEC 


: •Degager 

: To give off/release 

: • Une cloison 

j A partition/dividing wall 

: • Decaisser ; 

: To dig/excavate j 


: •Sec/seche 

: • Le chantier 

: • Un rateau ; 


: Dry 

\ The construction site 

1 A rake j 


: • Avoir hate de faire qqch 

: •La poussiere 

: • Une chaise a bascule : 


; To look forward to 

i Dust 

: A rocking chair ; 


1 doing sthg 

: • Un marteau-piqueur 

: • Egayer : 


: • Fouiller 

: A pneumatic drill 

: To brighten up : 


\ To search/rummage 

1 • Une toile blanche 

1 • Bouquiner (inf.) [ 


: • Un defi 

: A blank canvas 

: To read : 


: A challenge 

: • Le gravier 




: Gravel 



V 


j 



4USEMLEB 


5SEHICA A LEUBACS 


6RIOTSRI 


Check your answers on page 89 
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LANGUAGE 


Five minute French 

Test your language skills and improve your vocabulary with these fun French games 


LES MOTS CACHES 4 


If the clue is in French you need to look for the 
English equivalent and vice versa - it's simple 


I R F H Y 

B G A W H 

H A M M E 

N H Y T D 

B V G T U 

V U B H A 

F D I G T 

V E G L B 

M S B A D 

F S V G I 

V I B A F 

H N V A Q 

V B P E R 

V G T J A 

marteau 

beam 

casque 


M J I K 
U K I O 
R B G T 
E P V F 
H O U S 
S U V R 
K T N A 
H R V Q 
HELM 
I N J S 
O N D A 
U C G V 
Ml T B 
N E H R 

cement 
bati merit 
foundations 


O L P I D 

L F N U J 

K I O O L 

T C B H Q 

E i B G V 

J M B G Q 

S E B Y T 

E N V R U 

E T B A G 

L O Y V G 

T I O N S 

B H J K S 

T Q D M O 

H N A J T 

permis (n.) 

design 

maison 


UHexagone 



Use the clues in 
English below to work 
out the 6 six-letter 
French words that all 
end in the letter'd'. 
The first one has been 
done for you to show 
you how it's done. 


hair {cheveu) 

lamb 

Gemini 

scissors 

hamlet 

bird 



The perfect match 



Match the picture to the correct word 


un artisan 
un devis 
un chan tier 


WHERE AM I? 

^ Je suis. . . une tie frangaise, 
Je suis situee dans I'ocean 
Indienj'e suis un departement 
et une region dbutre-mer 
frongais. ^ 


6 Je suis . . . une viiie dans ia 
region de Midi-Pyrenees, on 
me connait pour ia 
technoiogie aerospatiaie, 
ainsi que pour ies saucisses 
qui portent mon nom. 9 
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PICTURES ® FOTOLIA ;PUZZLES COMPILED BY ® EVE MIDDLETON; CROSSWORD BY JAN TODD 


five minute french 


Unscramble the letters to 
find four French verbs 

1 meceomrcn □□'□□□□□□□ 

2reaavrtlli □□□□□□□□□□ 

Sinrif □□□□□ 

4 ereft DDDDD 


Crossword 




Across 

I paw (of a dog) (5) 

4 pungent, sharp, acrid (4) 

7 novel (as in book) (5) 

I I sting (e.g. bee sting) (6) 

13 ideas (5) 

14 green (4) 

16 ring (sing.) (as in 'the lord of 
the nngs' -‘le Seigneur des J) (6) 

1 7 proud (fern.) (5) 

19 house (6) 

20 grey (4) 

21 kid, boy, young lad (5) 

22 pen (5) 

25 Thursday (5) 

27 'I was' '(5) 

31 'online sales'-'/a... en ligne’{5) 

32 with (4) 

34 to please (6) 

35 clapped-out, knackered 
(familiar) (5) 

37 factories (6) 

39 sky, or 'heavens' (4) 

40 to dream (5) 

42 whole, complete (6) 

43 fresh OR costs (legal 
expenses) (5) 


44 'she wi 1 1 be' - ‘elle J (4) 

45 enough (5) 

Down 

2 'in my opinion' - 'a mon (4) 

3 sunflower (9) 

5 'brain surgery'-'... decerveou' 
(9) 

6 summer (3) 

8 'open the door' - '... la porte’ (5) 

9 afternoon (5-4) 

10 Asia (4) 

12'He puts out the candle'-'//... 
la bougie' (6) 

15 loved (masc. plural) (5) 

17 faith (religious belief) (3) 

18 rule (regulation, law) (5) 

23 treasurer (9) 

24 to obey (5) 

26 to discover (9) 

28 transvestites (9) 

29 sister (5) 

30 barely, hardly (1,5) 

33 life (3) 

35 that (one) - '. . . -/d' (5) 

36 to be (4) 

38 mother (4) 




a 12-month subscription 

to Living France 


^rance 



Put your French to the test and complete this month's 
crossword to be in with a chance of winning a 1 2-month 
subscription to Living France. The closing date for entries is 25 Sep 201 5. 


To enter our prize crossword connpetition, complete the grid 
and fill in your details in the coupon below, then send them by 
post to: Living France Crossword Competition, Cumberland House, 
Oriel Road, Cheltenham, GL50 IBB quoting ref: CROSSLFAUT1 5 

Name 

Address 


ANSWERS TO THE AUGUST ISSUE: 

Across: 8The, 9 Manche, 10 Ananas, 12Vite, 13 Ignore, MCidre, 15 Pilule, 16 Serviette, 
20 Loisir, 24 Retour, 25 Endroit, 26 Etabli, 28 Expres, 30 Allumette, 32 Bouger, 35 Roman, 
37 Ouvert, 38 Rien, 40 Pieton, 41 Soldat, 42 Per. 

Down: 1 Choisi, 2 Racine, 3 Scene, 4 Beurre, 5 Eau, 6 Batiment, 7 Flair, 1 1 Depuis, 1 7 
Verte, 18Toute, 19 Nids, 21 Outil, 22 Reine, 23 Bois, 27 Brulants, 29 Pauvre, 31 Tousse, 32 
Bateau, 33 Epeler, 34 Regie, 36 Oeil, 39 Une. 

The winner of the July crossword is: Ms A. E. Day 


Tel 


Email 


Terms and conditions: Standard Archant competition rules apply, available on request. One entry 
per household. The judge's decision is final and binding and no correspondence will be entered 
into. Neither Archant employees nor their relatives are eligible to enter the competition. The 
winners will be notified by letter of their prize after the closing date. Depending on the contact 
details you give us, Living France may mail, email or phone you with offers, products and services 
reflecting your preferences. If you don't want offers from us or third parties, please write 'no offers' in 
the top left-hand corner of your entry. 
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On the map 

Use our detailed map to help plan your route and 
understand France's departmental and regional boundaries 


THE DEPARTMENTS 


Each of France's 96 departments is listed below with the departmental capital, or prefecture, 
in brackets. The places indicated by this symbol 9 on the map opposite are the regional capitals. 


01 Ain (Bourg-en-Bresse) 

02 Aisne (Laon) 

03 Allier (Moulins) 

04 Alpes-de-Haute-Provence 
(Digne) 

05 Hautes-Alpes (Gap) 

06 Alpes-Maritimes (Nice) 

07 Ardeche (Privas) 

08 Ardennes (Charleville-Mezieres) 

09 Ariege (Foix) 

10 Aube (Troyes) 

11 Aude (Carcassonne) 

12 Aveyron (Rodez) 

13 Bouches-du-Rhone (Marseille) 

14 Calvados (Caen) 

15 Cantal (Aurillac) 

16 Charente (Angouleme) 

17 Charente-Maritime 
(La Rochelle) 

18 Cher (Bourges) 

19 Correze (Tulle) 

2a Corse-du-Sud (Ajaccio) 

2b Haute-Corse (Bastia) 

21 Cote-d'Or (Dijon) 

22 Cotes-d'Arnnor (St-Brieuc) 

23 Creuse (Gueret) 


24 Dordogne (Perigueux) 

25 Doubs (Besangon) 

26 Drome (Valence) 

27 Eure (Evreux) 

28 Eure-et-Loir (Chartres) 

29 Finistere (Quimper) 

30 Card (Nimes) 

31 Haute-Garonne (Toulouse) 

32 Gers (Auch) 

33 Gironde (Bordeaux) 

34 Herault (Montpellier) 

35 Ille-et-Vilaine (Rennes) 

36 Indre (Chateauroux) 

37 Indre-et-Loire (Tours) 

38 Isere (Grenoble) 

39 Jura (Lons-le-Saunier) 

40 Landes (Mont-de-Marsan) 

41 Loir-et-Cher (Blois) 

42 Loire (St-Etienne) 

43 Haute-Loire (Le Puy) 

44 Loire-Atlantique (Nantes) 

45 Loiret (Orleans) 

46 Lot (Cahors) 

47 Lot-et-Garonne (Agen) 

48 Lozere (Mende) 

49 Maine-et-Loire (Angers) 


50 Manche (St-L6) 

51 Marne 

(Chalons-en-Champagne) 

52 Haute-Marne (Chaumont) 

53 Mayenne (Laval) 

54 Meurthe-et-Moselle (Nancy) 

55 Meuse (Bar-le-Duc) 

56 Morbihan (Vannes) 

57 Moselle (Metz) 

58 Nievre (Nevers) 

59 Nord (Lille) 

60 Oise (Beauvais) 

61 Orne (Alengon) 

62 Pas-de-Calais (Arras) 

63 Puy-de-D6me 
(Clermont-Ferrand) 

64 Pyrenees-Atlantiques (Pau) 

65 Hautes-Pyrenees (Tarbes) 

66 Pyrenees-Orientales 
(Perpignan) 

67 Bas-Rhin (Strasbourg) 

68 Haut-Rhin (Colmar) 

69 Rhone (Lyon) 

70 Haute-Saone (Vesoul) 

71 Saone-et-Loire (Macon) 

72 Sarthe (Le Mans) 


73 Savoie (Chambery) 

74 Haute-Savoie (Annecy) 

75 Ville-de-Paris (Paris) 

76 Seine-Maritime (Rouen) 

77 Seine-et-Marne (Melun) 
78Yvelines (Versailles) 

79 Deux-Sevres (Niort) 

80 Somme (Amiens) 

81 Tarn (Albi) 

82 Tarn-et-Garonne 
(Montauban) 

83 Var (Toulon) 

84Vaucluse (Avignon) 

85 Vendee 

(La Roche-sur-Yon) 

86 Vienne (Poitiers) 

87 Haute-Vienne (Limoges) 

88 Vosges (Epinal) 

89 Yonne (Auxerre) 

90 Territoire-de-Belfort (Belfort) 

91 Essonne (Evry) 

92 Hauts-de-Seine (Nanterre) 

93 Seine-St-Denis (Bobigny) 

94 Val-de-Marne (Creteil) 

95 Val-d'Oise (Pontoise) 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 


FERRIES 

www.idiines.co.uk 

Air France 

Tel: 0871 405 2020 

www.ryonoir.com 

DFDS Seaways 

Tel: 0871 663 3777 

www.cityjet.com 

Swiss International 

Brittany Ferries 

Tel; 0844 576 8836 

www.oirfronce.co. uk 

easyJet 

Tel: 0845 601 0956 

Tel: 0871 244 0744 

www.dfdsseowoys.co. uk 

Aurigny Air Services 

Tel: 0330 365 5000 

www.swiss.com 

www.brittony-ferries.co.uk 

P&O Ferries 

Tel: 01481 822 886 

www.eosyjet.com 


Stena Line 

Tel: 0871 664 2121 

www.ourigny.com 

Flybe 

Qrail 

Tel; 01 20 Mill 

www.poferries.com 

Blue Islands 

Tel; 0871 700 2000 

www.stenoiine.ie 


Tel; 08456 202122 

www.fiybe.com 

Eurotunnel 

Condor Ferries 

AIRLINES 

www.biueisionds.com 

Jet2 

Tel: 08443 35 35 35 

Tel; 01202 207216 

bmi regional 

Tel: 0800 408 1350 

www.eurotunnei.com 

www.condorferries.co.uk 

Aer Arann 

Tel; 0844 41 72 600 

www.jet2.com 

Eurostar 

Irish Ferries 

Tel; 0871 718 5000 

www.bmiregionoi.com 

Lyddair 

Tel: 08432 186 186 

Tel: 0818 300 400 

www.oeroronn.com 

British Airways 

Tel: 01 797 322 207 

www.eurostor.com 

i/i/i/i/w. irish ferries, com 

Aer Lingus 

Tel; 0844 493 0787 

www.iyddoir.com 

Voyages-sncf.com 

LD Lines 

Tel; 0871 718 5000 

M/ww. britishoirwoys. com 

Ryanair 

Tel; 08448 485 848 

Tel; 0844 576 8836 

www.oeriingus.com 

CityJet 

Tel; 0871 246 0000 

uk. voyoges-sncf.com 
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Brittany Ferries* 
(Portsmouth & Poole) 
Stena Line 
(Rosslare) 
Condor Ferries* 
(Portsmouth) 
^ Irish Ferries 
(Rosslare & Dublin) 


4Hi Eurostar 
Eurotunnel (Folkestone) 
^ P&O Ferries (Dover) 
. DFDS Seaways (Dover) 



Aer Lingus 
-f' British Airways 
easyJet 
Flybe 
Jet2 

Swiss International 
4* Blue Islands from 
Jersey & Guernsey 
Eurostar 


TEST YOUR FRENCH answers 


FIVE MINUTE FRENCH answe 

rs 


Answers: 

Canape (jardin) 

Baignoire (salle de bains) 

Articles (salle a manger) 

Meubles (cuisine) 

Chaise a bascule (jardin) 

Tiroirs (cuisine) 

LES MOTS CACHES 

L'HEXAGONE UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS TO 
















hcheveu FIND THE FOUR FRENCH WORDS 

2. agneau commencer 

3. gemeau travailler 

4. ciseau finir 

5. hameau feter 















H 

A 

M 

M 

E 

R 















P 




C 




B 





H 

0 

U 

S 

E 

E 





U 





u 




M 





D 

I 




T 




E 





E 


L 



R 




N 




6. oiseau 
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WHERE AMI? 

THE PERFECT MATCH La Reunion 

un artisan - a tradesman Toulouse 

undevis = an estimate 
un chantier = a building site 
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Go to WWW.francepropertyshop.com for thousands more properties for sale 
and make sure to SIGN UP for our weekly newsletter 



Manche, Normandy 

One of the most striking features of this 
property are the beautifully planned and 
maintained gardens which provide lots of 
interest throughout the year and different 
terraces and seating areas to enjoy it. 
Renovation works were carried out in 1 996. 

171,000 € 



Finistere, Brittany 

Nice house near town centre. Basement : garage 
for 2 cars, boiler room, laundry, one bedroom 
with toilets. Ground floor: kitchen equipped, 
living room, 2 bedrooms, shower room, toilets. 
Large terrace. Garden flowery (992m^). Living 
space : around 95m^. Central heating: Oil. 

1 90,000 € 



Mayenne, Pays de la Loire 

Imposing south-facing village house, recently 
renovated and providing a comfortable two 
bedroom house with attractive large kitchen/ 
living room. Enclosed garden (243m^) with sun 
terrace, mature planting, lawn and garden shed/ 
workshop. Separate garage. 

71,175€ 



Deux-Sevres, Poitou-Charentes 

XVIth century logis, in a medieval village, with 
amnenities, close to Parthenay, 79200. Lovely 
fireplace, 300 m2 habitable with outbuildings 
on 2,7 hectares of land. Swimmming pool. 
Very nice location for: the view, the peace, 
to relax, nice walks by the river Thouet. 

345,000 € 



Jura, Franche-Comte 

Located 30 minutes from LONS LE SAUNIER 
and LOUHANS, sell farm level, of approximately 
1 1 6m^ on adjoining land of 3000m^. Includes: 
kitchen (23m^) with chimney pipe, stay (21 m^) 
with vent fireplace, two bedrooms (1 6 and 20m^), 
cellar 6m^ bathroom laundry (5m^), toilet. 

11 5,000 € 



Lot, Midi-Pyrenees 

Stone house from the 1 8th century 20 min from 
the centre of Cahors. Modern comfort. Living/ 
dining room 45m^ with an old fire place, kitchen 
22m^ 4 bedrooms (1 8m^ 1 8m^ 30m^, and 1 4m^), 
one is independent with a shower room and 
toilets, bathroom with bath and shower 1 3m^. 

400,000 € 



Lot, Midi-Pyrenees H Haute-Vienne, Limousin H Cotes-d'Armor, Brittany 

Old house with outbuildings on a landscaped A unique and well renovated family home. A well presented, refurbished house in a 

pare with swimming pool, pounds and river. Gardens stretching to over one and a half quiet hamlet close to a village with amenities. 

2.5 hectares of land. Ground level: living room hectares with great views from the balcony on The house offers bright, spacious and flexible 

50m^ with kitchen and fire place. Level 1 : 2 the first floor. 2 charming bedrooms built into accommodation comprising on the ground floor 

bedrooms opening on a balcony, bathroom. the attic space and two bathrooms and a good a new kitchen, a living /dining room, a study / 

Level 2: 2 bedrooms, shower room. Facing south. sized bedroom on the ground floor. bedroom and a shower room with separate WC. 

409,500 € H 1 80,000 € H 1 80,200 € 



Property directory 

Properties for sale, properties to let, services for your French home 


NORTH WEST 
SOUTHWEST 
SOUTH EAST 
NORTH EAST 
Paris -ILE-DE-FRANCE 



whether you’re looking for a renovation project, the perfect holiday bolt-hole or that chateau you’ve 
always dreamed of, Living France’s Property Directory should be the first place to look. With properties 
and agents covering most of France, you’re sure to find something that catches your eye. To help you hit 
the ground running, we’ve put together a back-to-basics guide to buying a French property. Bonne chance! 


BUYING PROPERTY 


• Vendor and buyer agree on the price and 
terms of contract, including any conditional 
clauses (clauses suspensives) and any 
furniture included in the sale. 

• If it’s a private sale, it is unwise to rely on 
the vendor to supply accurate answers to all 
questions. Some information is best 
obtained from the local town hall; 

for other queries, consult the relevant 
authorities or call in an expert. 

• Agent’s fees (lesfrais d’agence) are usually 
included in the price and as such, paid by the 
buyer. Check this is the case. The notaire’s 
fixed fees plus tax (lesfrais de notaire) are 


also usually paid by the buyer and are on top 
of the purchase price. When buying 
privately, there will be no agent’s fees but 
notaire’s fees will still apply. 

• The preliminary sales contract 
(compromis de vente) is drawn up by the 
agent or notaire and signed by both parties. 
If the buyer is buying privately from a 
vendor, it’s the notaire who draws up the 
contract. 

• The buyer pays the deposit (usually 5-10% 
of the purchase price) to the notaire and a 
seven- day cooling off period ensues, during 
which the buyer can withdraw (but the 
vendor cannot) and after which the 


contract is legally binding. 

If the buyer pulls out after this, he forfeits 
his deposit. 

• If you are going to buy with a mortgage, 
now is the time to put in your application. 
However, it is wise to apply for a mortgage 
in principle before you start your property 
hunt, to avoid disappointment later. 

• If you are taking out a mortgage, this 
will be a condition of the preliminary 
sales contract, giving you the possibility 
of pulling out should your application 

be turned down. Once the offer is official, 
it will be confirmed to the notaire and the 
contract becomes unconditional. 
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• The notaire handles the conveyancing, 
which typically takes two to three months. 
When all the paperwork is ready, the notaire 
confirms the date and time of the signing of 
the acte de vente. 

• Reports on lead, asbestos and flood zones 
(and in some areas, termites) are mandatory; 
the vendor pays for these. An energy- 
efficiency report (known as a DPE, or 
diagnostic de performance energetique) is 
now also mandatory, while a natural disaster 
risk report {etat des risques naturels et 
technologiques) has to be provided in 
addition. It specifies whether the property is 
within an area where there is a risk of 
flooding or other natural or technological 
disaster or accident. 

• The property has to be insured in the 
buyer’s name from the date of completion. 

• The buyer transfers the balance of 
payment to the notaire prior to completion. 
On the day of completion, all parties meet 
the notaire to sign the contract (the buyer 
can appoint a proxy). Keys and an attestation 
de vente are handed over and ownership is 
transferred. The final acte de vente papers are 
sent out around six months later. 


LAND & BUSINESS 


• Before buying a plot of land you should 
check the limite de la zone constructible 

- even if the plot is large, you might only be 
permitted to construct on a limited part of it. 
The p/an local d’urbanisme (PLU) is available 
at the mairie and will tell you what size 
property can be constructed on the plot. The 
PLU will also state whether the plot is a 
terrain de loisirs, which means that you 
cannot build on the land. 

• Buying a business follows much the same 
procedure as buying property with the 
added factor of goodwill, or fonds de 
commerce. The local chamber of commerce 
can offer advice as well as statistics to verify 
a business’s potential profitability. Make sure 
that the business is legitimate and properly 
registered by checking its SIREN or SIRET 
number. Seek professional accountancy and 
legal advice before proceeding with the sale. 



Dos 

@ Do check the records of the property and 
land before making an offer; be clear about 
boundaries, rights of way and access. 



@ Do take legal advice on inheritance law. 

( 2 ) Do view the property on the day of 
completion before signing the acte de vente, 
which specifies that the purchase is ‘sold as 
seen’. 

@ Do prepare any personal assets you 
intend to use for the purchase (eg give notice 
for any savings to withdraw, sell securities, 
etc). 

@ Do shop around in advance for the best 
currency exchange rate deals. 

@ Do remember to open a French bank 
account and make your mortgage application 
in good time. 

@ Do visit the Notaires de France website. 

It has lots of helpful information in English. 

www,notaires,fr 


Don'ts 

® Don’t be tempted to sign a sales contract 
unless you are sure; once the cooling-off 
period is over, it is legally binding and if you 
pull out you will lose your deposit. 

® Don’t forget that the notaire will make a 
charge of 6.5-10% in addition to the purchase 
price (this amount is different for new 
builds). The cheaper the property, the higher 
the percentage charged; this amount consists 
of the notaire’s fixed fees and tax. 

® Don’t forget to allow for the expense of an 
interpreter being present if your French 
language skills are poor; ask your agent or 
notaire about this, as they may be able to 
help. 

For thousands of properties for sale visit our 
market-leading website France Property Shop 


PrWertyShop 
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Rolls-Royce 

Motor Cars 


ULEGGETT 

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE YOU CAN TRUST 


U LEGGETT 

PRESTIGE 

LUXURY PROPERTY & 
REAL ESTATE IN FRANCE 



Haute Garonne €26 1 , 1 87 

Ref: 555 1 8 Traditional, character 4 
bed / I bath village property with 
1 500m^ land and lovely views. 


Isere €122,080 

Ref; 5556 1 245m^ plot overlooking 
the lake and mountains in Porchery. 
Design your own dream home. 


Bouches du Rhone €819,950 

Ref: 35605 Beautiful stone mas in 
Arles near Camargue, set in over 
7000m^ with stables & outbuildings. 


Cher €795,000 

Ref: 428 1 7 Beautiful, private 
1 9thC chateau with gatehouse, 
stables, barns and 1 .5Ha of park. 



Haute Vienne €89,000 

Ref: 55 1 79 Fabulous 2 bed holiday 
cottage with garden, terrace and a 
short walk into Cussac town. 


Rhone €390,000 

Ref: 55497 1 8thC family home on 
a hill overlooking the vineyards of 
Beaujolais with permission for vines. 


Charente €125,350 

Ref: 55539 Single storey 1 980’s 
house in Chalais close to the river. 3 
bedrooms, large garden and garage. 



Haute Savoie €2,394,000 

Ref: 506 1 4 Luxury and modern 
living 20mins from Annecy, 40mins 
from Geneva. Cinema & heliport. 



Var €588,000 

Ref: 35 1 35 Modern 3 bed villa with 
views over vines to the sea. Sun ter- 
race, swimming pool and a garage. 



Orne €199,000 

Ref: 28094 I40kms from Paris in 
the Normandy countryside is this 4 
bed / 2 bath cottage style longere. 



Dordogne € 1 99,800 

Ref: 55522 3 bed / I bath property 
with swimming pool and an acre of 
mature garden located near Cenac. 



Aude €765,000 

Ref: 54740 8 bed / 7 bath Maison 
de Maitre on the Canal du Midi. 
Roof terrace and a secluded pool. 



Deux Sevres €82,500 

Ref: 53900 Cute 2 bed cottage with 
courtyard, garden and another gar- 
den not attached. 66kms to Poitiers. 



Charente Maritimes € 1 83,600 

Ref: 55252 4 bed / 2 bath village 
centre residence ripe for refurbish- 
ment with apartment and garage. 



Ardeche €645,000 

Ref: 55209 Spacious 5 bed house 
with an independent gite, lovely 
pool, 2 / 3 car garage and 2.5 acres. 



Haute Vienne €1,060,000 

Ref: 2638 1 Equestrian property / 
gite complex with 2 1 Ha, numerous 
stables and extensive facilities. 


www.leggettfrance.com 

info@leggettfrance.com Freephone: 08 08 10 10 940 or 0033(0)5 53 60 84 88 

Head Office: Leggett Immobilier, La Maison du Chapitre, Route de Riberac 24340 La Rochebeaucourt France All prices include agency fees. 


For all prestige property 
enquiries please contact 
prestige@leggett.fr 
www.leggettprestige.com 
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vww.my-french-^ouse.com 

Buying French Property Just Got Easier... 

UK-based Property & Services portal for house-hunters 
wishing to purchase property in wonderful France 

uisit www.my-french-house.com 

and browse through 100's of great 
properties with full details in English 
www.my-french-house.com 


Telephone: 0845 123 5885 (local rate) 
Email: info@my-french-house.com 


surveylink 

france 

Pre-Purchase Surveys 

Comprehensive 
& impartial 

For simple peace of mind 

ANDREW BAILEY 

BSc (Hons) MRICS 

UK Cheapline: 0843 2890 693 
enquiries@surveylink-france.com 
WWW. surveylink-france . com 


Order the 
next issue 
today 

; on , \ /Direct 
UU"r I , to your 
magazines \ 

buyacQag.co,uk 



Let your dream 
property find you 


Register on France Property Shop and sign up for email alerts 

Or register with our property finder and French property 
agents will send you properties matching your requirements. 

www.francepropertyshop.com 

Your essential guide to buying property in France 


Brought to you by 

FR ANCE Frahce 



Everything you need to know 
about renting in France 



renting in 


Order your copy today 


^ www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/CGRF 
@ 0844 848 8059 

FREE delivery to the UK. Please add £1 for delivery to Europe and £2.50 delivery to the 
rest of world. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


A Complete Guide to Renting in France is 
essential reading for anyone who is looking for reliable 
practical advice on renting in France. Whether you 
are, or plan to be, a landlord or a tenant, and whether 
your interest is in long-term lets, holiday lets or 
leasebacks, it covers everything you need to know. 


• Managing a long-term let • Marketing a long-term let 
Fixtures and fittings • Interior inspirations • The tenant's 

responsibilities • Holiday lets • Holiday lets insurance 
Leasebacks • Tax • Law • Obtaining a mortgage for a rental 
property • Banking and currency advice • Health and safety 

• Case studies • Essential vocabulary • Property guide 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 



NORD-Py^ 

DE-CALAIS 


PICARDY 


UPPER 7 
NORMANDY 


,.r LOWER , 
NORMANDY 


FRANCE 


BRITTANY 


PAYS DE 
LA LOIRE 


CENTRE 


NORTH WEST 


BRITTANY 

Cotes-d'Armor (22) • Finistere (29) 

• Ille-et-Vilaine (35) • Morbihan (56) 


PICARDY ILE-DE-FRANCE 

Aisne (02) • Oise (60) • Somme (80) Paris (75) • Essonne (91 ) • Hauts-de-Seine (92) 

• Seine-Saint-Denis (93) • Seine-et-Marne (77) 

• Val-de-Marne (94) • Val-d'Oise (95) • Yvelines (78) 


CENTRE 

Cher (1 8) • Eure-et-Loir (28) • Indre (36) 

• Indre-et-Loire (37) • Loir-et-Cher (41) 

• Loiret (45) 

NORMANDY 

Calvados (14) • Eure (27) • Manche (50) 

• Orne (61) • Seine Maritime (76) 

PAYS DE LA LOIRE 

Loire-Atlantique (44) • Maine-et-Loire (49) 

• Mayenne (53) • Sarthe (72) •Vendee (85) 

NORD-PAS-DE-CALAIS 

Nord (59) • Pas-de-Calais (62) 



THE MILL COLLECTION, 
NORMANDY FOR SALE 


CONSISTING OF 5 MILL HOUSES, 
INCLUDING OUR COOKERY SCHOOL 

A TRUE LIFESTYLE BUSINESS. 

THE PROPERTIES ARE CURRENTLY BEING RUN 
SUCCESSFULLY AS A GITE BUSINESS AND COOKERY 
SCHOOL, WITH BOOKINGS AND WEB SITES. 

SET IN A VALLEY WITH WOODS, RIVERS, WATERFALLS 
AND A LAKE; A MUSTTO VIEW ON OUR WEBSITE. 



SALE DIRECT WITH OWNERS 

THE COLLECTION FOR £ 845,000 

NO COMMISSION 


Email: femsmoulin@gmail.com 
www.gite-business-for-sale-france.co.uk 



£500,000 

Contact details: 0033 (0) 23 1 22 3909 

michaeljohn.chilcott@sfr.fr 


FAMILY HOME WITH BED AND BREAKFAST AND GITE 

Manor Farm situated 1 kim outside Bayeux Normandy. 

Dating from 1 6th century, built in cream coloured stone comprises: large sitting room 
with original beams and stone floor, large dinning room, kitchen and utility room, 4 en 
suite bedrooms, attics with high ceilings sleep 1 3 and have 3 shower rooms. 


Semi detached cottage: 

2 bedrooms, bathroom. W.C., ground floor, kitchen and living room, own private garden 


Outside: 

3 large barns suitable for conversion, horse pond, walled vegetable garden, paddock, 
cider apple orchard, total area 5 acres. 


Run as family home with bed and breakfast and gite. 
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POITOU-CHARENTES 

Charente (16) Charente-Maritime (17) 

• Deux-Sevres (79) Vienne (86) 

Deux-Sevres and the three other departments which 
form Poitou-Charentes are almost completely unspoiled 
with virtually no industry, making the region one of the 
most tranquil in France. The long Atlantic coast here is 
lined with long, windswept, sandy beaches and is both 
an ideal summer holiday destination and an invigorating 
place to move to permanently. Inland, the landscape is 
undulating or flat, and the land is used for mixed farming 
and livestock breeding, as well as for vineyards and apple 
orchards. Property prices on the coast are higher than 
those inland, but the region enjoys a good road network, 
making it possible to live inland and travel to the beach 
for the day. 

AQUITAINE 

Dordogne (24) o Gironde (33) © Landes (40) 

« Lot-et-Garonne (47) ® Pyrenees-Atlantiques (64) 

Aquitaine is one of the most varied regions of France. 
Largely agricultural, crops include corn and chili peppers, 
which are hung from the window ledges and beams of 


houses to dry. To the north of the region is a natural 
inland sea, the Bassin dArcachon, where 90 per cent of 
France's oysters are grown. In the centre, Landes is 
covered almost entirely with pine trees, creating 
purportedly the largest forest in Europe. The trees are 
used to make paper. The architecture is as varied as the 
landscape with the stone coastal villas of the north 
giving way to half-timbered homes inland and on to the 
Basque Country's pretty white stone houses with their 
red timbers and shutters. 

LIMOUSIN 

Correze (19) Creuse (23) Haute-Vienne (87) 

Limousin is sparsely populated, predominantly 
agricultural and with very little heavy industry. Located 
in the foothills of the Massif Central,, the region is 
characterised by rolling hills and verdant valleys. Its 
mountains and forests coupled with the many lakes, 
rivers and streams that flow into either the rivers Loire or 
the Garonne make the region a holiday home paradise 
that is becoming increasingly popular with those looking 
to make France their permanent home. Aside from the 
scenic countryside, the area has many attractive towns 


and villages and being south of the River Loire, the 
weather is generally better than in the north but not as 
hot as the south. 

MIDI-PYRENEES 

Ariege (09) Aveyron (1 2) Haute-Garonne (31 ) 

« Gers (32) Lot (46) Hautes-Pyrenees (65) 
eTarn (81) ®Tarn-et-Garonne (82) 

France's largest region, Midi- Pyrenees is renowned for its 
stunning, unspoilt scenery which ranges from the 
majestic mountains of the Pyrenees in the south to the 
peaceful green serenity of the valleys in Aveyron, Lot and 
Haute-Garonne. As one of France's prime food producing 
regions, it is the home of several notable French classics: 
cassoulet, magret de canard, and foie gras to name three, 
not to mention Roquefort cheese and armagnac; perfect 
for warming the cockles on cold winter evenings. The 
people of the region are known for the warmth of their 
welcome, and their love of food and drink. 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 


IMMOBILIER 


Our hand-picked selection of properties 

Call us on +33 (0)8 05 69 23 23 
Freephone from UK: 0800 270 01 01 
or visit www.beauxvillages.com 



Beautifully restored, Dordogne 

Riverside 7 bedroom property renovated 
to a very high standard including one bed 
cottage. The garden leads down to the river 
with your own island. 20mins to St Emilion, 
Bordeaux in an hour. 

Ref: 10461 €725 000 



Unbeatable value! Aveyron 

Stone smallholding with 2/3 bedrooms, 
outbuildings and nearly 5 acres of land. 
Renovated with care, original features and 
range style cooker with central heating. 
Private garden to rear. 


Ref: 12673 


€150 000 






Village life, Charente Maritime 

French formal house 5 ensuite bedrooms, 
including self contained suite of 2 bedrooms. 
Pool, river views, gymnasium, games room 
and garaging and a small 2 storey cottage for 
renovation. 

€650 000 


Delightful! Charente 

Property in the centre of a village with pretty 
garden, 2 bedrooms, one ground floor, 2 
bathrooms, 2 reception rooms. TCV links in 
Angouleme (40km) and Bergerac airport is 
just 75km. 

Ref: 12468 



€137 500 P 



Easy living, Dordogne 

A contemporary villa on one level, 4 
bedrooms and spacious reception rooms. 

Pool and full-size tennis court, in mature 
grounds of almost an acre. Situated near the 
Dordogne river and thriving market town. 

€299 000 



SOUTH DEUX SEVRES 

Fermette & gite, 320m2 hab on 1 ha. 10 rooms. 

Complete traditional renovation, in ground 
swimming pool, pond, woodlands. Several large 
barns. Very pretty spot. Price: 285 000€ 


3 KMS FROM AIRVAULT 

Lovely country house 1 1Sm^ hab, possibility for 
more, on with outbuildings, facing 

SOUTH/EAST. More details on our website. 
REF: 005-1 11. Price: 83 772€ 


English Speaking Notary's Office 
SCP Louis CAGNIART & Christel ROY 

Notaires a AIRVAULT 79600, 9 Place st Pierre 

Tel: 00 33 549 649 893 Email: nego.79064@notaires.fr 

www.chambre-deux-sevres.notaires.fr 


Notaire 


Order the next issue today 

OfT-u 

Direct U 
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to your B 

I ^ FREE UK ; 

magazines 

doorH 

I-P 

delivery 

bi 

uyaa 

aag.co.uk 


Agence Immobiliere Herman De Graaf 

^ Contact: Cate Carnduff 

Le Bourg-Saint-Jean de Cole - 24800 Thiviers - France. 
Tel: 00 33 (0)553 62 38 03 Fax: 00 33 (0)553 55 08 03 
e-mail: agence@immobilier-dordogne.com 




Ref. 4048 Region Brantome. Stone cottage 
with outbuildings, quietly set in a hamlet on 
1630m2 of land with a well established garden. 
Entrance, living room with fireplace, kitchen, 
dining room with fireplace, WC, shower room 
& 2 bedrooms (20 & 23m^). Convertible attic 
(80m2) & cellar. Adj. barn (SOm^). 

Price: 108.000C agency fees included 





Ref. 4113 Region St Saud. Rural property 
comprising main 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom house 
with central heating, a lake (approx. 8000m2), 
a stone house (95m2) to renovate with adjacent 
barns (1 1 Sm^ & 40m2). All quietly set on 7,6 ha 
of land. 

Price: 450,000€ agency fees included 


Ref. 4079 Region Thiviers. Farmhouse with 
outbuildings, quietly set on 10.4ha of land with 
good views and land running down a stream. 
Entrance, kitchen with fireplace, dining room 
with conservatory, shower room & 3 bedrooms; 
adj. garage. Barns: SSm^, 65m2 with hangar 
20m2 & workshop; misc. other small sheds 


Price: 150,000€ agency fees included 


Ref. 3530 Region Brantome. Two fully restored 
houses quietly set on the edge of a hamlet on 
3888m2 of land with beautiful views. 

1 : 2 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms, living and 
separate kitchen. Main house: 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms with spacious open plan living 
& kitchen area. Underfloor central heating. 
Workshop & covered terrace. 

Price: 250,000€ agency fees included 


www.immobilier-dordogne.com 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 



BEAUTIFUL 10 BEDROOM 
CHATEAU in CHABANAIS (Dept.16) 

Of significant historical interest - once owned by ex president Sadi Carnot 

Including 2 bedroom 17th century logis, games room and bar, beauty 
room and four additional large barns. With panoramic countryside views 
this property is truly stunning, standing in its own 5 hectare (12 acre) 
park. Fully renovated, benefitting from new double glazing throughout, 
with oil and electric heating. The second floor of the property has a 5 
bedroom self contained luxury suite ideal for owners accommodation 
if one wanted to let out the main house. Currently used as a private 
residence, but has huge potential as a wedding venue or boutique hotel. 
Only 3km from Chabanais and 25mins from Limoges airport. 


For more information and pictures 

Tel: 0033 (0) 545 71 76 14 Mob: 0044 (0) 7710788080 

or email: debbie.beesley@hotmail.co.uk 



PIGEONNIERFORSALEIN 
THE SOUTH WEST OF FRANCE 

An opportunity to acquire a unique property 

The property is situated Mauvezin a small market town and 30 minutes drive from Auch 
which is the capital of the Gers. Its position enjoys a private location at the end of a small 
lane. Well built with low maintenance having UPCV beige windows with double glazing. 
Solid oak flooring in the main residence stairs and 
master bedroom. 

Main residence, large master bedroom leading on 
to dressing rooms large bathroom on suite consisting 
of separate shower, two wash basins and spa bath. 

First floor large multifunction room 80m^ 
with air conditioning unit. Fully fitted kitchen 
and utility room. Outside large covered terrace with 
12m X 6m swimming pool with safety cover. 

Well, with ample free water for irrigation. 

Double cellar bedroom with en-suite. 

Central heating throughout. 

Pigeonnier comprising of large fully fitted 
kitchen diner leading onto balcony. 

Sitting room with log burner, two bedrooms. 



Tel: 01302 351 510 or 0033(0)5 62 6519 86 | E-mail: rpholgate@btinternet.com 



TARN, SW FRANCE 

Situated between St. Antonin Noble-Val 
and Cordes-sur-Ciel. Spacious stone village 
house of character, beautifully 
proportioned accommodation. Comprising 
elegant Salon, fitted Kitchen, Dining Room/ 
Bedroom 4, Bathroom. Three spacious 
Bedrooms, Bathroom. This house is ideal 
as a permanent home or a holiday house. 

Price €239,000 

Ian Allison and Alison Croft 

Email address: ianallisonO 1 7 0@orange.fr 


PLOT OF LAND 
FOR SALE 

APPROX 1/4 ACRE IN SIZE 

LAFAGE-SUE-SOMBRE 

1 5 miles east of Tulle in the Correze. 
Bought 1 3 years ago with derelict 
house for renovation. Possibility of 
site for log cabin/ caravan etc. 

£5000 ono 
Please contact Steve on 
07799 750 255 for more details 



SHARE news and tips 
online with Brits living in 
France in our forum 


KEEP up-to-date with 
essential expert advice on 
moving to France 


READ inspirational real-life 
stories from those who’ve 
made the move 


FIND your dream home 
across the Channel 


FRANCE IS JUST A ■ ■ 

CLICK AWAY AT COMPETE 

www.completefrance.com FRANCE 



The must-have iPad France 
app for French 
property hunters ; }j 


www.francepropertyshop.com/ipad 


Your essential guide to buying property in France 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 



Charente ^ 
Immobilier 

rl-Te complete soiuiion to buytng your dreafn ppopenv 




Nouic €160,500 NrGemozac €672,000 

HaulB' Vienne * raf: ajoi Chafente^Marltime * ref; 2730 

Cbanming 4*badroom. renovaied Subitantiai fomner Cognac procfticer's 
house with room for g^parision. estate with huge potentJal. Masson 
Manageabte garden with vrevus. de Maftre^ gite, bungalow and 
Walking distance to shops. outbuildings set lh 7 hoctares. 



Jarnac €289,000 

Charenle - ref; 2280 
Spacious modern 4 'had room villa 
set in a mature garden in one of th-e 
mostsought-afler locations in thfe 
attractive riverside market town. 


Nr Charroux €237,500 

Vienne ’ ref: 2627 
Attractive renovated 4-bedroom 
vKiage house with large garden, 
ou&yiJdingiand pretty views. 
Great potential for development. 



Nr RouilFac € 2 ^ 4,000 
Charen te ‘ ref; 2575 
Traditional a-bedfooffi village 
house with a charming 2-bedroofn 
gite and an attached outbuiEdirrg. 
Mature garden and fine vieWf. 


Boutiers St Trojan €199,500 
Charente - ref; 2773 
Large flghtand airy 4/5- bed room 
bungalow with large basement. 
Generous plot dose to the river 
just a few mi outers drive to Cognac. 



Nr Cognac ^34.950 Nr Mat ha €237,500 

charente - reft 1638 Chafentc-Maritifne - ref: 2148 

Very spaci qus renovated 4- bed Attractive Cha renta Ise f e rme tte wi th 

farmhouse wtth 4 f&ception rooms fincldse'd courtyard and garden 
and a large offlce/games room. Set with swimming pool. OutbuTIdings 
on over an acre close to Cognac. * Incredible value * 


Charente Immobilier, 1 me de Conde 
16200 iarnac, France 

tel; 00 33(0)5 45 32 62 70 

email : matthsw@diarente-i mmobilieTcom 

To see full details of these pfoperties and hundreds more, visit: 

www.charent6-immobiner.com 
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SOUTH WEST 











SOUTH EAST 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 



AUVERGNE 


RHONE-ALPES 


PROVENCE- 
ALPES-COTE 
D'AZUR , 


LANGUEDOC- 

ROUSSILLON 


SOUTH EAST 


AUVERGNE 

Allier (03) • Cantal (15) • Haute-Loire (43) 
• Puy-de-D6me (63) 


LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON 

Aude (11)* Gard (30) • Herault (34) • Lozere (48) 
• Pyrenees-Orientales (66) 


CORSICA 

Haute-Corse (2b) • Corse-du-Sud (2a) 


PROVENCE-ALPES-COTE D'AZUR 

Alpes-de-Haute-Provence (04) • Hautes-Alpes 
(05) • Alpes-Maritimes (06) • Bouches-du-Rhone 
(13)«Var(83)«Vaucluse (84) 


RHONE-ALPES 

Ain (01) • Ardeche (07) • Drome (26) • Isere (38) 

• Loire (42) • Rhone (69) • Savoie (73) 

• Haute-Savoie (74) 



MOBILE HOME FOR SALE - PROVENCE 

For sale in gated plot on beautiful private domaine near Grimaud, Var, France. 

Open all year round, with card-activated 24/7/365 access. Just a couple of miles from 
fabulous beaches and lovely inland villages. Secluded location (see picture), but within 
walking distance of supermarkets. Recent upgrade of mobile home provides: double 
bedroom; bathroom; fitted kitchen; lounge. Air-conditioned/heated. Washing machine/ 
dryer. Large deck. Mature garden with parking. Lockable storage sheds. 

€85,000, including leasehold of plot 

Contact details: katherine.tillot5on@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel: 0033 (0) 6 75 1451 93 naldotilly@yahoo.co.uk 



BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY 
HOME, LIMOUX, AUDE 

Fully renovated , 6 bedroomed 
house, large garden, swimming pool. 
Currently a successful B&B, ideal as 
family home/rental. Close to Limoux 
and Carcassonne. 

Price reduced to €650,000 

E: enquiries@maisonlaurent.com 
www.maisonlaurent.com 


Order the 
next issue 
today 



buyatnag.co.uk 



Looking for 
a French 

property bargain? 

Find properties recently reduced in price. 

Visit www.FrancePropertyShop.conn 


PrapertySlicip 


ki 1 ’jj lJi i ‘ t h ^ rn H ftnpjrtjrlli 
Vtnu rwnrtJal b-i iirirpniv m Ftwtv^ 

xa wiii rvnt n* 


www.f r a n ce p ro p e rty s h o p . CO nn 


Your essential gui(Je to buying property in France 


P^rtyShop 


Brought to you by 

WSi FRANCE France 
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GREAT SUiWAER 
REA\E^F0R JUST 

Whether you want inspiration for the summer or something to read while 
you are away, enjoy 3 issues of your chosen magazine for JUST £3. 
With over 30 magazines to choose from, there's something for everyone. 



Try 3 
issues 
for £3 


ELECTRIC FElSSaHG KlTWOCTHti: 


OEVONUf^ 




subscriptionsave.co.uk/summer ^ 0844 8484211 

quote CM MSUM15 

Giiis fceFJ!Hft4.ntimLief& from aST ianeUme ttwl no rntm? tt-uis Spi^rFi ip?! us a lip iel up fee TiSrCss S.ivirigs am? be»ei!^tt%£oai^prk€^a£^^ Defasl is. a 

Arier ypuT ti^T tepiiKjjiteiiiBon ram 4 cltouwtehKito. se^**^ feu dmilsrCftcUt/debit card offe«0*e«^w iwitabte. Offer endJi 3D/K8/J5, 


RENTING IN i 
FRANCE 


I 

j 

i 

i 

J 

I 

1 



Whether you're looking for a chambres 
debates, a a gSte for a week's holiday, 
or a base for a longer period of time to 
discover the local area before buying, 
take a look at DVrng firtjnce's 
rental picks below: 


t 


t 


I 

i 

i 

f 



NAJAC, AVEVRON 


^ warm welcofne awaits you at The El Caihirio 
de f4ajac, Ideally situated m tfie edge of the 
beautiful medieval town ar^J pettiectfoir 
eKpiMing tine Aveyron. Well-acptunted: rooms 
Include Ixirb antique and handmade fumliyre; 
modem bath^oom^ and magnificent views. 
Ah«t iinjoying qui ckMuxe hrenkfet (Uiaww 

vijfwslncludiJdK (akf youf plckfrijm histoilc 

^ites. over ^kn of rmrlced iwiH oc aimipily 
nelsx in wi e*[«ns™e g< 3 rd?n aPTcLv^wdland 
DfKtHjms for grthjp^. S longer slsys. Fiom 
45Eqer room per night induding bteaksst. 

f45 pi-r rpom per night 

Carolyn & Rob Cdirnthwaite 

Tel: +33 5 65 SI 2919 

Email; caroiyn@€icaminodena)3ccom 

vtfww.elcaminodenajaccom 



AQUITAINE© 


LA Charetie BieurllSis singte slotey house ts 
set In 9 guief tocatiori wmi? 15 kms frcm 
Orthez in the DeparTmenT of Pyrer>ees 
Atlaoilque in south west Fraoct. Built in 20ti4 
it has thnre tiecsroonns cajsable of sleeping 
six. It has two batiVshower rooms and rs 
well furnished w*Eh modero appliances. 

It haslV. DVD. PSQ and fr^e WR. The 
house is set on a ndge giving spertacijlar 
views to the Pyrenees to the South and 
over the Gave de Pad do ibe North. 

Cooteot us for prices and availability 

CHDfitact! John Hollow 

Tel: 01 753 402^73 / 07776 336740 

Email: pou 5 ' 99 t?iaol.com 



NORMANDY® 
WEST COAST 

NrCartetet / Jersey f Chertiourg ferry 
Tradltlornal slone fiovse. 3 bedrooms, 
7 ensuiie, kitchen/diner. tounge, ftjlly 
furnished, modernised, heaitir^g. 
country nea-^ towns* coast. 


Holiday from £280 - £195 pw 

Tel: 01 728 688309 

Email: rK5fman.mal!Kwi@gman,com 

Web: www.normanrnahsonjco.yk 


MIDI-PYRENEES® 

Miison Belmont. Looking to buy 
property in south w^ Frarxe? Or 
nr>avbe visiting this lovely region for 
a holid^ or short visit? Our lovely 
chambnes d'hot’es^B provicies an 
esceilent starvdaid of accommodarion 
in an elegtant maisen de martre. 
situated in hJsioric Saint Antonin 
Noble val, 

€65 per night 

I Visit our website for ^11 dotall?: 
wwwji(iaisonbelnnoni;com 
Tel; +13 5 63 64 08 24 
Email; inforamalsonbelmonLcoin 



LANGUEDOC 
ROUSSILLON ® 

Near Carcassonne, Wint+ve * the Canal 
du Widi In the Itearl of the Ldriguedtx 
we offer table d'hotes djn net and 

self-catering weekly lets at mr beautifolly 
restored 1 Sc coaching inn with flower 
filled courtyard garden and a 
swImtnirTg pool. 

- B&B €75 8 S for 3:<1 301 35 for 4 

* Dinner fknm QO per pefion 

• Weekly self cartered letifrom €2000 

Contact Valerie and Mike Slowtber 
Tel: 0033 (0)4 6391 69 29 
Email: miker^levieuxrelah.net 
■www.jevieuxrelais.net 




Catabn co*jntfy house surrounded by vine- 
yards ard apfficDt orchards with swimming 
pool in 6COOm^‘ grounds B*B accomrnodartan 
offered by letified chef * wife. Two ensuite 
double bedrooms and ore twin, Self-catenng 
accomrmodation also available in a 2-bedroom 
apartment the garden house for 2 . 

IS mJns iPerpigr^n * airport. 25 mins Medi- 
tertarieart beaches. 1 hour Caicaisonr^e ard 
Beziers- 1 .5 hrs Montpellier * Girona airport 
[SpaTnX Ideally placed for house huntfng. 

TeWak: 0033 46864 9754 _ 

Emafl: kevlnfiwggle@or*nge.fr 
www.perpignanaccc rnmodatlon.com 


8&S, SHORT & LONG TERM LETS 


LANGUEDOC ® 
ROUSSILLON 


To advertise call 01242 216099 or email classified@livingfrance.com 







A VOTRE SERVICE 

Your guide to French services 


ANIMAL SERVICES 


Tr«« 



International Pet Animal Transport 

Tel; 01952 460607 
Mobile; 07802 355795 

www.horsetransport.uk.net 


To advertise call 

01242 216099 

or email 
classified@ 
livingfrance.com 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


flexible 




professional trustworthy value for money experienced 


Would you like to live full-time in France 
but need an income to make that dream a reality? 

We may hold the key to your new life in France! 

www.lbvfranchise.com 


email: info@LBVfrance.com 
or phone Sally Stone 

0033 (0)2 96 24 74 27 


SURVEYORS 



WWW. SurveysinFrance .com 

(Bi-LIngual Property Consultants) 


Pre-Purchase Surveys - Planning - Project Management 

UK Qualified Surveyors with 19-i- Years Experience in France as 
Experts en Batiments et Architecture Ancienne & Moderne 
Specialiste Maitre d’CEuvres 

Contact: Surveys in France — -i-33 (0) 682 34 91 32 
surveysinfrance@gmail.com 


Please mention LIVING FRANCE when responding 


Order the 
next issue 
today 



buyaoQag.co.uk 


France 

To advertise on these 
pages please call 

01242 216099 

or email us on 

ciassifieci@iivingfrance. com 

www.com pietefrance..com 
and click on 'advertising' 


CARS FOR SALE 


THE LEFT HAND 
DRIVE PLACE 

Whitney Road, Daneshill, Basingstoke, Hants 

Tel: +44 (0) 1256 461173 
Fax: +44 (0) 1256 811541 

Selection of left hand drive cars in Basingstoke. Choose 
from 60 British or French Registered LHD cars from £1000 
to £30000. If we haven't got what you want we can get it 
for you. LHD/RHD cars taken in part exchange. French reg 
cars bought for cash. All cars on website, updated daily. 

Delivery anywhere in France. 



www.lhdplace.co.uk 

EMAIL: CARS@LHDPLACE.CO.UK 


Subscribe today 30+ ,M 

^""subscriptionsave, co.uk 

PROPERTY SERVICES 


LET YOUR FRENCH HOUSE 


Long term rentals from 1 to 1 2 months 
French tenancy agreements prepared 


User friendly website 
Personal service 



Long term and off-season Rental Specialists in France 


INSURANCE 


FOR ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE IN FRANCE 


For a free quotation or advice, 
call our bilingual staff for: 

• Property • Travel 

• Motor • Domestic animals 

• Health • Yachting 

• Business • Life & investments 


^GENEHAU 


Bruno Sellier assurances 

Insurance in France since 1982 
10 rue du XIV juillet 16100 Cognac 
Tel: 05.45.82.03.20 -Fax: 05.45.82.34.40 
e-mail: cognac@agence.generali.fr 
N° Orias: 07 020 532 - www.orias.fr 
Res Angouleme : 324 865 666 


ALBION 

BUILDING SURVEYS 

• RIGS Building Surveys for larger properties. We 
specialise in maisons de maitres, mini and grand 

chateaux, Alpine chalets, farmhouses, mills, etc 

• Thermal-Imaging available for hidden defects 

(best results in winter) 

• Digital Floor Plans & Space-Planning 
services available 

• 40 years experience, fully insured 
• www.surveys-in-france.org 

((^ RICS 

Telephone: 020 8416 0041 
Email: frics2000@gmail.com 

Martin Quirke FRIGS MCIAT EurBE 


To advertise call 01242 216099 or email classified@livingfrance.com 


FRENCH SERVICES 




























PROPERTY SERVICES 




Bmes^msms 



property management from Calais to Cannes 

key holding • caretaking • maintenance • supervision • admin help • changeovers • cleaning • gardening • mail forwarding • translation 

friendly people providing professional help to home owners in france 


www.LBVfrance.com info@LBVfrance.com +33 (0)2 96 24 74 27 

REMOVALS 


^ SONS 


AM 



PEAN REMOVALS 

established 1957 

A ibrruly run buirwu olhirmg prompt penond sendee. 

# Experiienceol Europetm removeri 

• French spoken 

• Door lo door isrvica 

# Up te one month's 'Free conkiinerise^ ilorage 



veM&s on domond to France, 
with tiigtjfy expertenced, frtendiy sfatt 


www.edebros.co.uk tel:0130& 711293 

email: sales@edebros. co.uk fax: 0 1306 711765 


ITLANICLINS ILLMOVALS LTD 

Sutton Coldtieid 

• Regular Service 

• Fully Insured 

• Containerised Storage 

• Packing Services 

A family business established over 30 years offering a reliable 
& flexible service. For a free quotation contact us on: 

Tel: 0121 353 7263 or 01283 792 838 

Franklinsmove @ aol.com 
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk 



2LK 



ANGLO FRENCH 


EURO REMOVALS LTO 


Moving to or from France? 


• Weekly services to & from France 

• Up to 4 weeks free Storage in Kent 

• Fully insured 

• Professional Parking Services 

• Cars And Motorcycles transported 

• We are the French specialist with 
over 33 years experience 

• Free Quotations 

• BAR Member 

Email: info@anglofrenchmail.com 
w w w . a n g 1 0 frenchremovals.co.uk 
Unit 15, Heronden Rd, Bircholt Rd, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent IVIE15 9YR 



HMLTOIVI 

/ REMOVALS I 

SELF STORAGE 

STORAGE AVAILABLE 

Free packing cartons provided 
All areas covered UK - France 
33 years experience 
Fully insured 
Very competitive prices 
CALL / EMAIL FOR 
FREE QUOTATIOm 
01905 821733 
07985598479 
hiltonremovals@hotmail.co.uk 


^MILEN^^ 

LIGHT HAULAGE ltd 


■ Man with a van service 

■ Friendly, Mature Service, 
Ex-Police 

■ Living in Limousin, specialising 
in moves between UK and 
France 

■ Competitive Rates 

■ Fully Insured 

Please call Mick for further info 
UK: 0871 218 6425 
Fr: 05.55.71.73.87 « 

Web: www.milenlighthaulage.co.uk 

Ernaiunfogmilenlightha^^ 



Smart Mwes 

FOR A FULLY INSURED CAREFUL SERVICE 

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE. 

FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME. 

WE COLLECT FROM ALL AREAS OF THE UK & DELIVER 
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE. 

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL STEPHEN on 
01253 725414 

www.smartmovesremovals.co.uk 

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk 


FRENCH 

Removals to, from and 
within France. All areas. 

Full and part loads. Storage 
UK and France, Packing. 

Tel: 01932 881634 
www.frenchmoves.co.uk 



MOVES 
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Don’tmiss next MONTH! 


Behind the scenes 

Think you know the glamorous Cote d'Azur? 
Discover the Var department beyond the glitz 


Living The Good Life 

One couple reveal how their move to 
Gers led to them becoming pig farmers 


Tax residency 

Make sure your affairs are in order with 
our expert's insider guide 


A slice of French life 

Read about the food and drink culture 
across the Channel 


Property news 

The latest from the world of buying 
and selling in France 


PLUS 

All the latest expert tax, currency and 
property advice you need to know 


OCTOBER ISSUE ON SALE 23 SEPTEMBER 

www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/lf www.buyamag.co.uk/Living France 


buvamaacouk saveti on your next issue by ordering online 

/ y * ' Now you can buy single issues online. Order the October issue at www,buyamagxo,uk/livingfra 

Gnsat magai'jnes direct to your door 


I you can buy single i 
Simply enter the special code: LF939 



CbdtMH Cti dayu ^ 
Fothw ak\ Amtraliav\ 
couple iis the^ take on 
the renovation of a 
chateau fn Prance 


chateguguclsnes 


^■^obvio 

'^^''cyfund 


^^Pected. 


oi-e, a 


106 LivTrkg franco Autumn 2015 


com pietefrancecom 




rtlette 




da».ancesl»ndWd^^JJ»-’-, 

_ and follow your 

• 1 ivkvivansf^^gtcmi. 




fe-gr«n(««(a«it 

,se clearances! ta 

onnea.yo^.';^' 


rtPeJ^fc., 


French Properly Buying Guide, £6.99 
Vour comprehensive reference tool. 

Coffins Complete DifV Monuat Albert Jackson and 
David Day« £30, Collins 
All you need to knoM for your DIY pro^ects^ 


■fnli.. 




BOULOGNE-SUR-MER - HARDELOT 


WIMEREUX - LE PORTEL - EQUIHEN-PLAGE - CONDETT 


nnais region 


© Ncf irfirfia 

Charavoile© J. Sgard 

.I^nnais.com 


All 


the ideas for your 


next shortbreak www 


.tourisme-boulonnais. 



Currencies 

Direct 


World class 
money transfers 
Take it from our 
customers! 


Professional and efficient. 

7 used Currencies Direct in a foreign property purchase 
and their staff were thoroughly professional, helpful and 
efficient, particularly the lady that assisted me in-country. 
Top that off with competitive rates and it's nigh on 
impossible to find fault Top marks!” 


— L. Orrow 


aiRUSTPILOT 


We change money from one currency to another 
- simple, fast and secure. 

Let’s talk currency 

london(a)currenciesdirect.conn 
+44 (0) 20 7847 9400 
currenciesdirect.com 



Win a £250 Amazon voucher* 

Just transfer £10,000 or more before 31 December 2015 

*Read full Terms & Conditions at currenciesdirect.com/lfamazon 



